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INTRODUCTIO N. 



AS the author of the following attempt doth not 
remember to have fcen any work regularly exe- 
cuted upon fuch a plan as he hath laid down : the reader 
will indulge him in the liberty of making a few intro^ 
du^ory obfervations, which may tend to alleviate, if 
not to remove, thofe prejudices, which almoft every 
ipccies.of novelty is apt at firft view to excite. 

The fubjedl of the prefent Eflay falls fo naturally un- 
der the cognizance of every refleding mind, that we 
have no reafon to be furprifed, when we find it treated in 
the moft copious manner by many writers both antient 
and modern. It is however certain in general, tliat phi* 
lofbphical diflcrtations, in whatever degree intrinfically 
valuable, lofe their effedl on the bulk of mankind, when 
they are not enlivened with thofe graces which contri- 
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butc to amufe the imagination. It is on this account 
that we find a moral work, in which the moft important 
truths are accurately inveftigated, overlooked as uninte- 
refting j when a feries of incidents, which arc calculated 
to imprefs upon the mind fome beneficial rule of conduct, 
is perufed with fatisfadion, and feldom fails to eftablifli 
a favourable prepofleffion. So much ftrqnger is the im- 
pulfe which leads us to fearch for Pleafure^ than that 
which prompts us to defire InftruBion. 

That the andents were folly fenfible of the advan- 
tages refulting from this ipecies of compofition, will be 
obvious to any perfon who hath perufed the writings of 
Prodicus and Cebes, or who is acquainted with thofe 
beautiful allegories which are intermingled with thephi- 
lofophy of Plato- Thefe will render confpicuous to every 
impartial reader, the • care which was. taken to blend 
the agreeable with the ufefuly in canvafling fuch fubjedls 
as have Inftrudion iox ^€\x principal end. The. un- 
natural feparation of philofbphy and eloquence did not 
happen till after the death of Socrates, when the difci- 
ples of that great man became the leaders of particular 
fefts, each of them retaining a {hred, but none preferv- 
ing the complete body of the principles of their mafter. 
** Profeminatae funt quafi familiae diflentientes inter fe, & 
multum disjundlaB, & difparesj cum tamen omnes fe 
5 philofophi 
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philofophi Socraticos & did vcUcnt, & eflc arbitra- 
rcntur/' 

From thefe obfervations on the nature of the hu- 
man mind, the author of the following work was in- 
duced to form a planforcanvaffingafubjea, perhaps of 
all others the moft interefting ; in which, philofophi- 
cal feutiment might not be wholly feparated from enter- 
tainment. He is fenfible that the difficulty of uniting 
ends fo apparently remote, is augmented in proportion 
to the abftraftion and fubtlety of thofe ideas which are 
to be diftinftly exhibited to the mind. It is a much eaficr 
matter to contrive a feries of incidents, by whofe com- 
bination one important moral precept is enforced, than 
to invent allegories, which tend to illuftrate a chain of 
truths obfcured by ignorance, and clogged with objec- 
tions. This difficulty however will induce a candid and 
fcnfible critic to overlook a defedl in art attempt of this 
nature, which in another work might be deemed con- 
fiderable ; and to regard the whole, if not as a work of 
the kind compleatly executed, yet at leaft as an attempt 
to introduce a fpecies of compofition, which may be 
found fufceptible of the happieft improvements. Thefe 
inducements may perhaps prevail on the reader to at- 
tend to a more particular explanation of the author's 
dejign. 

B 3 The 
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• The fubjed of this work, comprehcnfive ias it is, may 
not improperly be comprifed under the three follow-* 
ing heads. When we contemplate the Supreme Being, 
as the Creator and Governor of the univerfc, we either 
cohfider him as having difpofed the IForis of Nature 
in their prefent (ituation, and as regulating their various 
revolutions ; or we behold him conferring the moft ex- 
tenfive benefit on mankind, by favouring them with z 
Revelation of his will 5 or we fee him conduding the 
complicated detail oi Humcui Life^ to efieduate fomc^ 
great and neceffary purpofe. In each of thefe views^ 
however, as fome objeds vfxW occur, which ought at 
once to excite our admiration and our gratitude; fo others 
will prefent themfelves, which fuggeft doubts that re- 
quire to be afccrtained by a conneftcd procefs of juft ob- 
fervation. Thus the Works of Nature, while rfiey difplay • 
the omnipotence of the Deity, exhibit fuch indications 
oifeeming evil, as lead us to challenge, upon a fuperficial 
review. His Wifdom and His Juftice. We plainly 
perceive indeed, tliat the produ(flions of the earth are 
fuited to the necefiitics of the inhabitants, for whofe be- 
nefit it appears to have been created, We fee it glow- 
ing in many places with the moft attractive beauty, and 
crowned almoft every where with verdure and variety. 
We obferve the rotation of feafons regularly carried on 
in uniform and invariable harmony. But when thefe 

markJ 
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marks of defign induce us to form a favourable conclu- 
fion, with regard to the fuperintendency of Providence j 
— Whirl-winds, ftorms, volcanos, earthquakes; 
■Whatever, in (hort, of this kind we have been ac- 
cuftomed to. confider as productive of evil, exclaims 
loudly againft this decifion, and leads us to call in que- 
ftion, if not to deny truths, which appeared to ftand upon 
the beft foundatioft. 

When in the fame manner we proceed from con- 
templating the Works of Nature, to confider the con- 
dud of the Deity, in exhibiting to the world a Reve- 
lation of His will ; ineftimable as the benefit may appear 
to be, the objedions raifed againft it are plaufible enough 
to reprefent as fufpicious, circumftances which were ori- 
ginally regarded as beneficial. The principal difficulties 
which occur in this examination, arife from the time 
at which the dodlrines of Revealed Religion w^e pro- 
mulgated to mankind, and from its want of univerfality 
in all ages. Thefe at leaft are the points which arc 
moft particularly connected with the prefent fubjeft. 

After all, however, the moft formidable objedions 
to the belief of a Providence, are drawn from an eftimatc 
of its condud with regard to Human Life. The un- 
equal diftribution of Reward and Punilhment which 
takes place in this world ; the depreflion of virtue and 
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the triumph of fuccefsful villany ; arc fuch objefls as re^ 
curring frequently to every rcfledling mind, give occafion 
to complaints fo apparently well founded, as it is no 
cafy matter to obviate cfFedually. We are the more 
tenacious of our opinions on this fubje(9:, as the experience 
of almoft every individual fuggeds particular inftances 
of this unequal diftribution, in which cither himfelf 
or his neighbour is immediately and deeply interefted. 
The general obfervation that this inequality will be fully 
compenfated in fome future ftate of exiftence, what- 
ever efFed it may produce upon a feniible and confiderate 
mind, yet furely can never produce perfeft refignation in 
a man who conMtrs prefent happinefs, or prefent afflic- 
tion as the greateft good, or the moft infupportabb 
evil. We may tell fuch perfons that their fentiments 
are unjuft, and that their complaint is irrational 5 but 
unlefs they are made to fee that fome immediate benefit 
may refult from their calamity ; unlefs from proofs fup- 
portcd by the teftimony of experience with regard to 
others, the min3 is convinced of the fuperintendency of 
Providence; unlefs in fome of thefe cafes we are apt 
to take up the complaint of the poet ; 

■ Cup^ rea hominum tanta caligine volvi 
Adfpicerem ; la^tofque diu florere nocentes, 
Vcj^arique pios : — Rurfus labefadla cadebat 
— — Claud, 

But 



INTRODUCTION. ir 



But when the mind furvey'd 



The human fcene involv'd in deep'ning (hade ;' 
Saw wrapt in eafc, with long enjoyment bleft. 
The bad rqoicing, and the good deprefs'd ; 
Then died Religion. 

The circumftance likewife which difcovered his nVii- 
take, has in this view of the fubje<!l the force of a 
convincing argument : 

Abftulit hunc tandem Rufini poena tumultum, 
Abfolvitque Deos. Id. ibid. 

Thy doom Rufinus clear'd the gloomy fcene. 
And (hovv'd the Gods were juft. 

From the fuppofition that thefe three topics compre- 
hend the fubjefl", the author was induced to treat them 
feparately, and has therefore affigned a dillindl book 
to each of them. — In the firft, the objedlions to the' 
belief of a Providence arifing from the natural evil which 
takes place in the world, are flated and obviated, at 
leaft in Ibme meafure, from the necefjity there is for its 
cxiftence in the prefent ftate of things ; and from the 
beneficial confequenccs of which it is obvioufly produc- 
tive; The unreafonablenefs of wifliing that this world 
was a Paradife, or that man had been created with higher 

powers 
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))owers^ than he poiTeiTeth^ is particularly difplayed; and 
the analogical argument from iht/cale of Beings as far 
as we can obferve it, to the probable gradation which 
fuhfi^An Juperior ranksy k illuftrated with fomecare, 
and carried to as great length as the author's fphere of 
xnveftigation could enable him to proceed. 

The fubjed of the fecond book is fuch, as the reader 
will perhaps think at firft view not fufccptible of the 
beauties of defcription. As it forms, however, a great 
and interefting part of the work, it was neccffary to con- 
fider it as particularly as poilible s and this the author 
hath attempted to do in fuch a manner, as that the 
reader may receive fome entertainment amid the procefi 
of regular argumentation. As the nature of the themq 
made it impoffible to continue the feries of allegories in 
this book, which had beea begun in the preceding one, 
It was neccffary to have recourfe to hiftory for fadls, 
inftead of fictitious circumflances ; and thefe which arc 
culled out were caft into their prefent order, that their 
combination may imprefs upon the mind the principal 
truth which it was propofed to illuftrate. If the reader 
requires a more particular detail, he may confult the 
note at the beginning of the book. It is proper only 
to obferve further in this place, that as the firft fcenc 
was fo barren of incidents, the author has ventured 

to 
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jto introduce in it the only allegorical perfomge^ who 
is permitted to z& a coniiderable part. The peribni- 
fication of the Genius of the Nile in the fucceeding 
fcene, and that of Reafon in the end of the book, 
are intended, as the reader of tafte will immediately 
obferve, to enliven the deicription where it was judged 
expedient, and to render that part of the work in (bme 
meafure entertaining, where the feparate arguments are 
ilimmed up, and where the conclufion refulting firoit% 
them is impartially dated. 

The conduft of Providence with regard to HumaQ 
Life, upon which it was intended to throw fome light 
in the laft part of the Poem, affords fuch numerous and 
diverfified fubjeds of fpeculation, that whatever reaibn 
the reader, who is diflatisfied with the arguments, may 
have to impeach, on that account, the judgment of the 
writer; yet the dcfed of entertainment may ht ju/ll;^ 
afcribed to fterility of imagination. In canvafling a per- 
plexed and intricate fubjedl, we are not to expedl proofs 
which carry along with them immediate and irrefiftiblc 
convidtion. ITiis in every cafe is extremely difficult, 
and in the prefent inftances wholly impoffible. The 
compleat vindication of the ways of God to man^ we 
muft leave to that day^ in which the fecrets of the heart 
will be laid open, and the Deity's moral government of 
2 the 
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the world, as it regards the drcumftances of individualsi 
wiU bo juftified in the prefence of its afiembkd inhabi*^ 
tants» It is fufiici^nt with our limited and icanty por^ 
^90 of knowledge, if from confidering things as they 
me at prefent, we can account for fome of the difpenfa- 
tion( of Providence, in fuch a manner as may convince 
us that the marks of defign which refledlion fuggefts to 
w, point to fome Being of fuperior wifdom who is em* 
ployed to regulate the revolution of events. When 
this truth is once thoroughly eftabliflbed, the dodrinc 
of future retribution follows as a confequence. — Thus 
mu^ the author thought it neceffary to obferve, with 
f^g^rd to th9 f«i>timent in this branch of the fub- 
fi{X. The allegorical part is fuited to illudrate it, in 
that manner which he judged to be mod appoHte and 
agreeable. 

Upon the whole, he will confefs that one reafon for 
which he undertook the following work was, that 4ie 
plight (bow his readers, by attempting to unite pbilofo^ 
pbical fentiment with the graces oi defcription^ that evea 
this fpecies of poetry may be rendered fubfcrvient to 
higher purpofes than is generally fuppofed ; as it may 
co-operate to promote the great end which it is pro-. 
pofcd to accomplifli in the refearchcs of fcience. That 
the reader will meet with many blcmilhcs in the poemt 

itfelf. 
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itfelf, the writer will not at prefent prefume to qucC- 
tion ; and when they are fairly pointed out, will be 
ready to acknowledge. He hopes only that an efti- 
mate either of the deicriptibn or argunient will nol^^be 
formed from a view of any particular part» but that t 
^ecifion will be fufpended till the whole is perufed. 
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Explanation of the PLATES. 

THE Headpiece to Providence, reprefents the World 
emerging from Chaos, and Wifdom difpofing the 
rude materials into order and regularity. 

The Frontifpicce to the firft book defcribes Pcftilcnce and 
Famine, as they are perfonificd in the Poem, arretted by an 
Angel, as they proceed through the ftrects of a city, which 
is half defolated. 

The Plate which precedes the fecond book, (hews Reli- 
gion defcending from ihs flcies, in the view of a multitude, 
many of whom are bewildered in intricate paths j holding 
a torch in one hand, from which a blaze of light darts upon 
the beholders, and extending with the other an open book, 
with the word Ecce. 

The Plate to the third book defcribes a landfcape with a 
paftlc feen obfcurely through the trees. A hill in the middle 
overlooking the profpcd, on which Contemplation and Fancy 
ilgnd witli their InHgnia* At a diftance a precipice, to which 
a crowd of young men appear to be dragging an old one, 
who is grafping the knees qf one of them, when he is half 
over the fummit of a rock. Above is Juftice, with her ba- 
lance in x)ne hand, and a naked fword in the other hanging 
over their head, with the word Unfe for a motto, 
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The ARGUMENT. 

crUE SubjeSi propofed^ vcr. i, to i6. Invocation^ to 32. 
-^ Scene of the Poem^ 88. Complaint of the inequality $f 
feafons^ and of the apparent deformity of the Worlds 122^ 
Cave of Contemplation^ and his appearance^ i2g to 154. £& 
addrefsj to 176. Fancy deferred, 194 to 231, Her fpeecb^ 
to 241. Advantages of winds, fiorms, (dc. illu/irated by at 
alhpryi H 393. Complaint rnftmedy 4-03 to 411. Difitdmith 
ttgf^ of-fttltry^biut, 4^3 ^^ 4^- -^he gales ef-fummettinftg^ 
xient to purify the aimofpbere, ^^ 441 • Benefit of frofis^ to 455^. 
Ufes of the different feafons, in the prefent flate of nature^ and 
the difadvantages which would arife from perpetual fummery,. 
/^? 482. Theory and final caufes of winds, according to Derham^ 
Le Pluche, Ariftotle, to ^ZS- Inference from the whole, to 548. 
Second all^ory. Hills, fuhterraneous caverns, volcanos^ to 612. 
Advantages of mountains as they beautify the earth, 635 to 666 ; 
as they contribute to health, to 686; as they produce the foun* 
tains, to 694. Digreffton on the origin andufe of rivers, to 740. 
Other ufes of mountains, as theyflielter the low countries, to yG^^ 
as they attraSi and circulate the vapours of the atmofphere, to yg^. 
Examination of volcanos. Bowels of the earth defcribed, 807 
to 819. Origin of earthquakes, and benefit of volcanos, to 848. 
Objection, to Sy6. Argument from analogy in favour of the pre* 
fent ft ate of things, /^ 9 8 8 . General inference from the preceding 
pbfervations, to 997. "The whole concludes with a panegyric 
upon Britain. 
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OF God's eternal ways, the parts difplay'd 
To realbn's bounded fearch ; whether unveil'd. 
Informing Wifdom treads the roughen'd fcenes 
Of earth, or radiant in thy burfting noon 
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Religion ! with fupcrlor port (he walks, 5 

And towers conlpicoous j — or illumes the (hade 
Of Human Life^ or rolls the fecret wheels 
Of Empire : — thefe the beav'n-afplring mufc 
Unfolds though timid, her majeftic ftep 
Intent, yet trembling to purfue. Ev'n now, . 10 

As o'er fome mantling clifF the traveller hangs 
Aghaft, and meditates the deep below 
Dizzy and, tottering ! thus th* aftonifh'd miftd 
Eyes it's great theme with dread ! rapt to a clime, 
Where yet the Mufe's wing has never foar'd. 15 

O Thou, whofe fpirit thro* this moulded clay 
Firft breathed the living foul, and taught its voice. 
Young, faint, and unaflured, to lifp thy praife 
With trembling accents, and th' impaflion'd heart 
To feel the power of harmony, though placed 21 ^^ 

In this bleak fcene ; far from- the happier feats 
Where antient genius bloom'd ! lo Tbee I call ; 
Who thro' the vaft of nature, fpace, and time, 
Dart'ft thy keen glance all-piercing ; that pervades 
The heart of man. O lend thy powerful aid, ^ 3 

Propitious ! Tkee the Mufe invokes, (of all 
Befides regardlefs j) her faint voice to raife ; 
To brace her fluttering pinions to a flight 
Daring, that fcales the fteep of time 5 to fwell 
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Her thought, capacious of it's mighty plan, . 30 

That tries to meditate thy wondrous ways. 

Now o'er the weftern fkies, defcending Eve 
Spread her grey robe -, the folitary hour. 
To filehcc facred, and deep mufing thought, 
Came ftill and plaintive on the fighing gale, 3^ 

And ftole the ear of Wifdom. All was ftill. 
Save where flow-trilling from the quivering bough 
The thrufti wild-warbling, to the echoing vale 
Pour'd her foft lay, melodious as the voice 
Of Harmony, when from his airy cell 40 

Arrouz'd, loofe Zephir waves his fportrvc wings ; 
And breathes it to the jfoul. The melting ftrains 
Thus foothed my throbbing bofom to a calm. 

LfeD by revolving thought, my wandering fteps 
Explored the vale of folitude. A rill 45 

Slow-tinkling, murmur'd as I pafs'd along, 
It's bank gay-robed with Beauty's balmy train. 
O'er me the fteepy cliffs impending, frown'd 
Horrific 5 from their fides, the mouldering earth 
Crumbled, and gradual (hook the hanging arch, 50, 
Whofe dark fpire quiver'd o'er the void below. 
Between their gleaming fides, refulgent flamed 
The fun's broad orb. As on I walk'd, the fcene 

C 2 Opened, 
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Opened, and from the plain one winding path 

(Ragged with {tones loud rattling down the height^) i^g 

Led to the fummit of the cliff. I fcaled 

Th* afceht, and wondering, from Jts brow t)eheld 

A boundlefs profped, ihagg'd with rifing hiUs^ 

Rocks, defarts, woods, dales, landfcapes, groves, and fpiirs. 

Far on the left, a bare and barren heath, 6q 

(Save where the wild trees form'd a little grove, 

Crown'd with fpontaneous herbage,) rufhing chiU'd 

My veins. 'Twas all a folemn fcene, retired 

Like that where ancient Druids lived remote^ 

Converfing with the Moon ! and airy ihapes 65 

(So Fame reports) beneath the wan dim ray, 

Swfeep (hadowy o'er the blighted lawn, or foar 

High on the ftreamy flame, or ride the winds ; 

Or hear the murmuring wood, when darknefs wraps 

Her cloudy curtain round the world, and Fear 70 

Knocks at the heart of Man.-^Such is the haunt 

Of Fairy-trains, when filver tips the hills ; 

That in the deep grove's (hadowy gloom difport 5 

Or hear the wild winds whiftle, or repofed. 

Lye on the daily's downy lap, or fpring jf 

Light as the glancing beam from flower to flower j 

And fuck the powdering of a cowflip*s eye. 

And loofely-fA-imming drink the pearly dew. 

Slow 
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Slow o^cr the bleak beath roam'd my wandering ftep^; 
The naind decp-mufing, and the ftill retreat 80 

AU-lonefome ; when the keen autunnnal breeze 
Chill from the nipping Eaft> arid piercing blew; 
The fpangling dew-drops from its clammy wing 
Shook loofe, and fprinkling o'er the purple foene 
Their liquid amber, mingled as they'fell S$ 

A thoufand trembling hues.— I mark'd the wafte 
Penfive, and inly- murmuring, thus began/ 

" Where aire the gales of Eden ? Where the balm 
.^< Delicious, breathed from aromatic bowers 

<^ Where 

Line 88. If'here are the gales of infli6led upon them by the Deity, 

Eiteiul This complaint of t^e 2ne- in proportion to their degrees of 

quality of the feafons (which intro- degeneracy. 

ducetk, as the reader will obferve af- ^y^ u€P inriiifdL 

terwards, th^ firft AUegory) has aU ^.u, KpoF//K< 8*pi;4« *oA«i^fycf, 

teraately been employed by different ovvika Ttfjietr 

writers, as a proof that man has de- Oi/)t «a»\«r« ^*jtrtp«^(r/ ^o/^ ot 

generated from his primaeval ftate, OKviJL'Jrof €Xov<r/j% 
and as an argument to prove the fu- 

perintendcncy of providence. Con- Says Hefiod, fpeaking of the fecohd 

fidered in the formerlight it gave ^^ce of mortals. Oper. et Dier. 

the poets an occafion to invent the L. 136.- Ovid tells us in the fame 

fable of the gold, filver, brafs and ^P^"^' 

iron ages of the world, as in each Subiit argentea profcs 

of thefe the face of external nature Auro deterior. 

was adapted to the charader of man- Jupiter antiqui contraxit tempora 

fcijid, and punifhment? were 6nly veris, 

C 3 Perque 
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** Where Summer fmiled perpetual, and the groves 90 

** Sighed to foft Zephirs, or the melting voice 

** Of birds low-humming thro' the vocal boughs 

*' Mellifluous ? Ah the fmiling fcene no more 

** Breaks on the ravifti'd fenfe, or breaks to ftcal 

" A trahfient vifit, fwccping from the fight 95 

** Like angels failing thro' the midnight gloom, 

** That melt in air! Thus blooms. th' Elyfian fcene, 

^*, And dies. Young Spring from Winter's loofenedgrafp 

*^ Efcaped, dejeded fees the blooming year 

*^ Shrink from her defolating blaft, that tears 100 

" His glittering pinnions. Summer darts her eye 

" Light o'er the laughing mead, and gives her fpoils 

** To Autumn ; fcowling thro' her changeful glanqc, 

*^ Fierce Winter looks, and as (he fwims away, 

Perque Hyemes, ^flufque & Nam cum difpofid qaaefiifein 

inaequales Autumnos, fcedera mundi, 

Et breve Ver,fpatiisexegitquataor Praefcriptofque maris fines ; 

annum, jinnique meatus^ l^c. 

Metam. Lib. i . Tunc omnia r^bar 

Confidered in the fecond point of Confilh/rmata Dei. In KuAn. Lib. 

view, their uniform and invariable it ought however to be obfcrved, 

rotation conftitutes an argument ^^at the univerfal tefUmony of all 

for the fuperintendency of Wifdom. ^^^3 ^^ ^j^^ ^.jgi^^j degeneracy of 

This fentimentis elegantly expreffed ^^^^, ^ ^,n as of the world, from 

by Claudian. j^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ perfeftion, gives, a 

Saepemihidubiamtraxitfentcntia fanftion to the Mofaic Hiflory of 

mentem, (j^i^ tranfadUon, and corroborate 

Curarent Superi terras, an nuUus the evidence by which it is fup. 

ported. 

** Howling 



ine^et 
R^aor. 
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*' Howling in horrid triumph, mounts the winds, 105 
** And drives her Shrieking thro' the turbid air. 

" Whence too thefe haunts of folitude, thefe wild, 
" Andchearlefsdefarts? whence thefe fable cliffs, 
•* Shapelefs and rude, that fliag the horrid face 
** Of earth, and mix the mountain with the fkies ? 116 
" Are thefe thy offspring, Wifdom ? Did thy hand 
** Furfow the precipice abrupt, or cleave 
** The ragged rock, or pile th' enormous hills 
** To Heaven, aiid clothe them with eternal fnow ; 
** That man might labour up the fteep afceht^ 1 15 
" Or (hiver on the fummit ? Shoots thine eye * 
Oft to the fuerd mafs that boils beneath, 
Or wakes thy breath its wildly-rufhjng ftream 
** To (hake the rocking frame, or whelm at pnce 
*• The toil of ages ? — Reafon gropes in vain, 120 

" Stunn'd with the dire effect, to fearch the caufe/' 

Line 107. Whence too thefe haunts^ once for all in this place, that we 

&€.] Nemo unqu^m dixerit terrain do not intend to propofe thefe appa- 

pulchriorem effe quod cavernofa rent irregularities, as objedtions 

fit, quod dehifcat in multis locis, againft the exiflence of a Supreme 

quod difrujxta caveis '& fpatiis inani- Mind. They are only mentioned 

buis ; ufque nuUo ordine difpofitis, as feeming evidences, that Provi^ 

nulla forma : Nee qine aliud con- dence does not conftantly fuperin- 

tineant qaam tenebras & fordes ; tend the government of the world, 

updegraves&peilifersexhalationes^ becaufe their bad confeqaences are 

terrae motus, &c. Theor. Tellur. not prevented by its interpofition. 
Yi I. ^ap, 7. Let it be obferv^d 

C 4 This 
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This faid^ I turn d my wandering fteps afide, 
, And fought the deepeft (hade. There clofc-immurcd. 
Where fcafce a Zephir ftirr'd the ruftling boughs^ 
Silent I fat, and gave my thoughts to range 125 

Ocr worlds remote, as working Fancy led 
The flream of meditation j blaming now. 
And now abfolving Providence. Alone 
I fat not long. A mountain's clifted fide 
(Seen thro' a vifto) (bowed a gloomy cave, 1 30 

Hollow and deep, where icarce the quivering ray 
Had fprinkled glimmering twilight. The high roof^ 
Curved like the afch of Heav'n, hung awful o'er 
The folemn vault below, tfaro' whofe wide boundi 
The long loud voice in many a lengthning moan 133^ 
Rolls on the liftening ear. Advancing flow - 
From .this dark cell of folitary thought, 
I mark'd a venerable Sage } his cheek 
Furrow'd by Time, and o'er his hoary head 
The cold white hand of flowly-ftealing Age 14a 

Had Ihower'd its lucid filver : fweetly mild 
His looks^ his mein, and railed to Heav'n his eyes 
Beamed like fair Evening's dewy ftar, that (hints 
With placid radiance : graceful was his form. 
And limple his attire. His bending hand 145 

Lean'd on an ivory ftafF, the prop of Age 1 

Yet 
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Yet firm his ftep, afronfe whofe youthful Blood !, 

Warm'd not inflamed by Reafon's tenipefftte ch^cr. 

Had tinga! the florid cheek, nor felt the blaft 

Of cold Gonfiimption. W&K flow ftep hi fcaled i 50 

The cliff, and walking to the (hade, on rae 

Bent a foft look that pitied, while it 4wed :' 

Then patifed : BXid frowning thus fevere b^j^. 

Whence dares thy thought, O mortal-born, to judge 
The Lord of Heav'li and Earth ? Prefumeft *hou thtn. 
Weak ai thou art, tadiart the purblind beam 15;^ 

Of glimmering Rcafon o'er the bouiidiefs plan - 
Wrought by eternal Wifdom ? Thou whdfe fearch - 
Were, vain to find what moves fome earthly Princty ^ 
Thy brother of the duft, to vex mankihdi l6& 

And o'er the nations pour the wafte of war 
Wanton,^ whtn Ruirt ftareis him y nor the hand ' * 
Of proud Ambitioa gairis one glittering plufnte - ■ 
To* brighten his palecrcft ? Ra(h, would^ft thou theft 
Fathom thy God? Know df his boundlefs ways, 16 J 
To thy (hort glance that trembles as it views, 
A part lies dpfcn, Could thy Pride explore ^ 

• . Thai 

line 165,— =-167, 0/ His Bound- hj{aying:^v^tretv9f&rtnfi9^tx'^fjtifix 
li/s tHKitj^sj^^a part lies efen^ &c.] la »?:i ^tpi rovray rojf itKdTct Mv6sf, 
this fpirit Plato introduceth his ac- A'torj^ix^fxipnif, 'rptffi MH A^ M ; 
count of the Origin of the World, ILTI HAPA ZHTEIN. Plal. Tim- 

A 
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That part, and paafe, when Thought's loofe pinions drop. 

Loft in th' Abyfs of infinite : Hcav'ri here 

Checks not thy fearch. Yet if the part expofed 1 70 

To Reafon, points confummate wifdom ; fair. 

Proportioned, beauteous \ as it weighs the whole. 

Impartial, kt it judge the part conceaVd 

Not Icfs harmonious, though from mortal ken 

Screened by a dark impenetrable veiK 175 

Struck with his voice, that like the folemn tone 
Of fome deep organ, charm 'd me while it awed j 
I marked him filent j yet intent tol^now 
What Sage benevolent had dcign'd to ftoop 
FromHcav*n, and clothed-in mortal guife, to yield i8p 
Familiar intercourfe. I know thy thought. 
The Sire rejoin'd. In Me behold the Power 
Of Contemplation ! From yon darkfome cave. 
Where with defcending Angels \ converfe,^ 
Or Jfit in ftill repofc, and hear afar j 85 

The murmur of the deep, or the wild note 
Of fweet aereal mufic, vi^hen the robe 
Of Evening wraps the broider'd meajd ; I come 
To raifc thy drooping thoughts, to chafe the gloom, 

fi. reflexion which a fubjed of this on fome occafions, as we fhall feo 

kind naturally fuggeftsy though this afterwards^i from this expellei^^ P'^^'* 

pkilofopher exhibits a fpecimen of ciple. 
^he ^\j9t% AvOfv^tvcf by deviating 

r The 
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The mift of error from thy fight illumed ; 190 

To clear the ways of providence, as far 
As Reafon fcans them, and unfold to man 
That perfeSi Beauty is their glorious End. 

He fpoke; and inftant near the weftern fun, 
I fpied a cloud light-floating. O'er the clifF 195 

It fbretch'd immenfe, and from its radiant fide 
Edg'd like the gilding of an evening fky. 
It pour'd the ftreamy blaze : the middle glow'd 
With deep vermillion, as the flaming ray 
Of fcarlet, darting fi-om the fun*s bright orb, 200 

Wrought thro' the fine fecreting glafs, conveys 
Its trembling blufli to the tranfported yie^y• 
Defcending flov^^ly on the gale, it flow'd 
Spontaneous 4own, and nearer as it fail'd, 
Difclofed a brighter radiance to the gaze 205 

Of Wonder wrapt in fight. At laft it ftood 
All-loofe, and burfiing like the fuUen gloom 
Before the lightning's rapid flafh, display 'd 
Bright Fancy crown'd. Her keenly-piercing eye 
Glanced o'er the fcene that lightened as (he came 210 
With haily ftep, and (hook her dazzling wings 
That fparkled in the fun : a wavy robe 
Mantled her^bofom, fweeping as (he trod. 
In loofe luxuriance, and the Zephir figh'd 

Soft 
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Boh thro' its fwelling folds. Her right hand held 2 1 5 

A Globe, where Nature's towering fabric rofe, 

A living pidure 1 All the fcenes that glow 

Gay-robed and lovely, in fome aery dream^ 

Where Spring comes tripping o'er the low green dale. 

And ftrows its lap with flowers- Thcfe o'er the piece izo 

^rpfufely fhone. Her left a inagic rod 

Suftain d^ that Waving as (be wiil'd, transformed 

The face of things, as wildly- working thought 

Call'd dp. diicordant images, of, ruled 

By Reafon, forn^'d them gradual, to confirm . ^i^ 

^ome trut(i, yet dubious to th' coquirihg mind4 

Light oVr the hanging cliff (he fprutig, (he fl€w>: 
Quick as the meteor gleaofking o cr the plain ; 
Till near the |>Itce where wrapt in (liti amaze, 
Intent I flood, her forward ftep (he (laid 836 

Elate, and iiniling, thus addrcfs'd the Sire. 



it 



Lo ! to thy call re^)0ii(ive, I attend 
*^ Obfequious I from the fields of Ether, clad 
•* Eternal in the broidcr'd robes of Spring, 
** Whercthedcw wets nothcrgay-lrfooming cheek, 23^ 
** Nor Winter taints her purple plumes ; I come 
•• Commiflion^d, of thy arduous talk apprifcd, 
** To dafh the bpaft of high-prefuming Hope 

I '' That 
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*' That 4ares to fcan th* Eternal 5 and unveil 

** What Heaven permits the prying thought to know.'* 

She fpoke, and fiidden o'er tht iablefceoe 24 i 
Waved her transfornung rod ; v^hofe touch diilblvied 
The mountain's brow, that gradual funk fupme 
Down on the widening vale. Un£>]ding fair, 
I faw, furrounded with contiguous ifaades, t^^ 

A fpadous pl^n, within whole circling bound, 
Edg'd with brown forefts, meadows, groves^ and lawn^^ 
A mighty City towered ; fafelime as that 
Fabled by Neptune's labouring arm, to rear 
Its fpiroG to Heav'n, and fated to defy 250 

All but the power pf Wiflcm, Round its fides, 
A range of Gardens, gay as thofe which crown'd 
THby work SemiramiSj luxuriant waved 
With Autuam's mcMowy growth ; the flowering (hrub 
Breathed myrrh, and balm, and caffia, iii the gale 255 
Perfumed with mingling odours, and the bough 
Blufti'd with delicious fruitage : deeply tinged 
With downy gold, the nedar'd peach difplay^d 
Its yellow rind, and loofcly-duftering nearj 
Grapes, melons, pines, the children of the fun, 260 

Line 250. FatidtQ defy^ &c.] Txoy. 

Line 252, — 3. Gay as thofi ^wbich crovjnedt &x:.] The lianging gardens 
qi Babylon. 

Huns: 
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Hung ripe, and tempting, to the forward hand 

Of Luxury unfated« Fairer far 

The blooming fccnc, than fings the melting lyre 

Of foft Pomona's haunts, the fabled groves, 

Where rofc-lip'd Plenty fliower'd the blufliing fpoils 265 

Of each revolving feafon. All within 

Was noife and paftimc. O'er the fpacious ftrect 

Roam'd frolic Mirth, and fly Deceit behind 

Daqced like a gay Buffoon. Intemperance 

ReeVd from the feaft of Bacchus. Bufinefs ran 270 

Hurried and lumber'd, with difpatchful hafte. 

From man to man -, while idly-lolling Eafe 

Lean'd on a couch of down, by Zephirs cool'd. 

And fweetly-luird by the lute's languid lay. 

Charm'd with the fight, that to the glancing eye 275 
Of Thought, recalled ten-thoufand rufliing fcenes 5 
I gazed transfix'd with wonder! Still Amaze 
Lock'd up my powers a moment ! Till releafcd 
By Reafon's lenient hand, I caft my eyes 
Loft in fweet tranfport o'er the dewy lawns 5 280 

Where gay-robed Beauty's liberal lap had fliower'd 
Profufe of wealth, the richeft rreafures out 
Wild in unfparing wafte. " Almighty God, 
" This is thy work ! (thus thought the kindling foul, 
** To tranfport raifed) the deeply-tindured bloom 285 

'' That 
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" That paints yon blufhing flower, is but the ftrdcc 
^ Of thy transforming pencil ; and the air 
*' Perfiim'd with balm and hiyrrh, wafts the rich Ipoils 
^* From all thy works in incenfe to thy throne !" 

Thus I, tranfported with the prefent fcenes, 290 
Nor minding thefe to come. 'Twas now the time 
Of burning noon, and from his radiant car. 
Led by the filver-pinion'd Hours, the fun 
Shot his bright blaze oVr all th' unbounded fccne. 
That fcorch'd the field with drought A neighbouring 
bower 295 

Waved to the gale umbrageous, and inticed 
The limbs of panting Labour to repofe 
In its refrefhing cool. Thither we came 
Fatigued, and refting on a couch of flowers 
That breathed perfume, beheld th! adjacent fcenes 300 
Difplay'd in boundlefs profpedl. But the eye 
Was (bon diverted to a fight more ftrange. 

Fx)R lo ! arifing in the fultry fouth 
Where the fqn flamed intenfe ; a bluifli mift 
Wrought from a Mine of Nitre, breathed its fteam 305 
Full on the tainted Gale ! An earthquake (hook 
The hollow ground, and Darknefs rifing flow. 
Reared her bold arm -imperious to the fun, 

I And 
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And bloated half his beams. At laft the Earth 

Burft up, and (booting thro' the mighty void 3x0 

Arofe a fbapelcfs Monger ! On his bfow^ 

Sat Terror and Defpair -, dark, difmal, wan ; 

And nurfcd a brood of fnakcs, (bed by the fell 

Tyfiphone ! The thirfty Furies fired ' 

His though^ to blood and (kughter } and his eyes 3 15 

Shot like a gleam of lightning o'er the field. 

And wither'd all its bloom. Medufa's hcftd 

That &rwk tb' unwary gazer into ftone, 

Wrought not a change more wondrous. On he ftrode 

With ftep terrific, for his baleful breath 320 

Was blading poiibrii and his hand fuftain'd 

A fword that fmoked with blood. Graved on the blade 

Appeared confpicuous his diftingul{h*d name. 

The PfisTifc^wcB ! Spare gracious Hcav n (exclaim'd 

My frantic foul) O fpare the race of man ! 325 

In vain ! For onward came the griefly 0iape ; 
And raifed his wafleful hand, and (hook his hair 
That dropp'd with fteamy fulphur. Thro' the gate 
Of that proud City, tottering to a fall, * - 

He paf$!d treoaendous. Famine at his heels 330 

Inceflant ydl'd, and roll'd her ghaftly eyes s • 
And gnaw'd a living vultur. As they ftrode. 
Loud rofe the voice of Woe ! I faw the fword, 

A gleamy 
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A gleamy blade, by that relentlefs hand 

Plunged in the heart of Innocence ! I faw 335 

Where the wild Mother, to her throbbing breaft 

Impatient clafp'd the child, that looked its ibul. 

Writhed with ftrong pangs ; and ipread its little hands, 

Guildefs of harm, to afk the lenient balm 

Of Love's reviving breath. She to its lips 340 

Diftraded clung, and o'er its clammy limbs 

Pour d the warm gu(h of unavailing woe. 

Thus o'er the City roam'd this dreadful pair ; 
And mark'd their fteps with flaughter. As the fword 
Of that deftroying Angel, fent to quell 345 

The pride of Pharaoh, in one difmal iiight 
Smote the firft-born of j^gypt's mighty fons, 
And ftruck her King with dread j thus the dire hands 
Of thefe fell Furies laid the City wafte : 
And fiird its ftreets with carnage, blood, defpair, 350 

Thrill'd with amaze and horror, as I view'd 
This change unhoped 5 back to my fluttering heart ! 
Rufh'd the chill blood, Commiferation, dread. 
Benevolence, and pity, thro' my foul 
Shot with refiftlefs violence, and charged 355 

Each thought with piercing anguifti. Sure the Sire 
Of Heav'n and Earth difdains this child of woe. 

Vol. II. D And 
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And man was tuade in vaiq I Weak ts them art, 

(Replied incenfed %ht venerable Power 

Of ConrtecnplatloA) ceafe thy rafh complaint *, ^o 

Or dread the hand of Vengeance. He who rules 

Yon ftar-crown d arch, who in the day of wrath 

Gra^s the red bolt, and fhoots his light nings thro' 

The quaking foul of Guilt } points not the flame, 

Nor grafps the bolt in vain. 'Tis Vice that (hades 365 

His brow with frowns, and bids ftern Juflice ftrike^ 

Where gentle Mercy meant to fave. But fee 

Yon 'blackening cloud, and mark what meets thy gaze. 

-I l.ook'd, and fudden from the ftormy north, 
Out-rulh'd a wheeling Whirl wipd : from a cloud 370 
Black with imprifon'd ftorms, it fwept along 
Impetuous. Towering on its gloomy wing ^ 
An Angel rode y of port fublime, and eyes 
That flafli'd the living lightning. O'er his arm 
Hung the tranfparent (hield ; a flaming fpear 37^ 

Waved in his hand ; and on his helmed brow,^ 
Perch'd like an eagle, fat the god-like Power 
Of Victory. Light as the glancing ray 
I^e fprung with rapid flight, intent to reach 
The monfter hewing his dire courfe. Alarm'd . 3 Jo 
He fl;ood, and fudden felt his withering limbs 
Charged by fupewor p^e%: Fcomjbis weak h^nd 
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He dropt the fword 5 his rufHing garment flew 
JLoofe to the wind : till by the angel's arm 
Raifed high, the madening whirlwind bore him far 38^ 
To caves untraced by man. Soon as he fled, 
Flam'd the refulgent beam : along the lawn 
The foliage hioffotn'd ; and the groves around 
Pour'd forth unnumbered their melodious tribes 
Sweet-tongued, that warbling pour'd the mazy ftream 
Of Harmony, and rapt the lift'ning ear 391 

Of wakeful Echo to refound their lays. 

As loft in thought the mufing mind revolved 
This fcene of wonders ; the foperior Power 
Xong pauied, and ferious, thus refumed his theme. 395 

There let thy mind behold the ways of God, 
INor truft conjecture's purblind eye to pore 
Jn labyrinths inacceflible, where loft, 
"Weak Reafon gropes, yet o*er that fcanty ipan 
Dxpofed to view, difcerns fuch beauteous traits j 400 
Such fair-ppoportion'd fymmetry j as fliews 
The hand of Wifdom in this glorious frame.^ 

But late, as thro' the heath th' autumnal breeze 
Chill-piercing blew j informing Fancy pall'd 
Thy bowers, fair Eden^ to th' enraptured view j 405 

D 2 Where 
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Where o'er clyfian lawns, and mantling groves. 
And rills fweet murmuring, and high-arching woods ; 
And dales where Luxury repofed her limbs 
To dream of Heav'n ; where o'er thefc blifsful fccncs ' 
Gay Summer bright'ning breathed eternal bloom. 410 
Rafli ! know'fl thou not that was the boon beftow-d 
Thy thoughts demand, far other farms than thine 
Were wanted, mid the fultry heat to breathe 
Alive and vigorous ; o'er the fcorching foil. 
All- warm with vegetating life, to bend 415 

Th' unceafing ftep, nor feel the copious dew 
Smoke o'er the loofened limbs, that fainting claim 
The rufhing winds to cool them. O'er the ifles. 
Till late unknow'n, where oft thy harpy hand, 
Infatiate Avarice, with fure aim conveys 420 

The hardy Spaniard to his grave ; what taints 
The air with death, but that the blazing Sun 
Pours o'er the lawns his yellow-ftreaming ray, 
That from the (hooting plant's loofe-ruffled leaves 
Exhales the reeking moifture. When no Breeze 425 
Frefli from the ocean, (hakes its cooling wing 

Along 

Line 425. When no breeze, &c.] foil of thefe is generally moiH, and 

The Philippine iflands, fertile as the heat intenfe, as fome.of them 

they are faid to be in producing lye within fix or feven degrees of the 

whatever is beneficial to man, are ^Equator. They Ihare indeed the 

yet in fome refpedls particularly dan- advantages of other iflands, by being 

gerous, and even deftrutlive. The refrefhed with breezes from the fea, 

and 
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Along the mead, the flowly-mingh'ng fcents. 
Oft fteam'd from life-confuming herbs, inkd: 
The ftagnant air^ and thro' the blood diffufe 
Their breath, that gradual drinks the vit^l flood ; 
Or bids Life's dimly-glimmering lamp expire. 



37 
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Yet grant that o'er thy haunt refrefhing gales 
Should breathe, and waft from aromatic groves 
Their fweets ; that every flower with heightned bloonsi 
Should paint thy fmiling walk, and every breeze 435 
Blow from a citron bank. Say would the earth 
Demand no refpite from its wafte ? The air. 

No 



;ind theconllantaiflion of thefuripro- 
duceth a rapid and vigorous vegeta- 
tion ; yet this laft circ,umilance is 
often prejudicial to the inhabitants, 
^nd particularly to foreigners, as the 
foil perpetually moiftened either by 
rains, or by fubterraneous currents, 
teems with poifonous herbs, whofe 
effluvia infed the air, and deftroy 
the people. This however only hap- 
pens when thofe herbs are budding, 
and when the fea-breezes intermit 
their operation. ^ They arc like wife 
fubje£t to the fhock of Earthquakes, 
which are fometimes attended with 
the moft pernicious confequences. 
The Spaniards who fettle in thefe 
iflan^s are fwept off in multitudes 



by thefe de{tru£live qualities of the 
air. 

Line 436. JFouUthe Earth demand 
no refpite y &c.] Inter caettra itaque 
Providentise opera hoc quoque ali- 
quis ut dignum admiratione fufpex- 
erit. Non enim ex uaa caufa Ventos 
aut invenit,autper diverfadifpofuit; 
fed primum ut aera non iinerent 
pigrefcere, fed affldua vexatione uti-> 
lem redderent vitalemque trafluris. 
Sen. Nat. Quseft. This theory is 
certainly confonant both to reafon 
and experience. The pureft air rauft 
at lad become fbetid and ftagnant, 
when there is a cojnftant and vigorous 
vegetation in the earth ; and no fuit- 
able commotion is excited in the at* 
D 3 mofphcrc 
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No chilling blaft to bid its mift difpcU, 

And (hake tb^' innumerous living race, that fkim 

Its void unfeen with undulating wing, 440 

Loofe from the loaded mafs ? When Winter binds 



mofphere to difperfe the e^^halations 
which are perpetaajly ariiing from 
it. To be convinced of this, wc 
need only to confider the difibrent 
temperature which takes place in 
snountainoas countries, from that 
which obtains in a wet and marihy 
ibll. The air, rarefied and exhila* 
rated (if [ may be permitted that 
expreffion) in the former cafe, as it 
IS pent up and putrid in the other, 
produceth an obyious effed, not 
only upon the habit and complexion, 
but even upon the manners of the 
inhabitants ; and upon the difeafes 
to which both are fubjefted. Nor 
is it to be fuppofed, that the airs of 
fummer will alone be fufficient to 
the talk of purifying the atmofphere. 
Thefe, however cool and refrefiiing, 
feem rather to have been intended 
for the pnrpofe of effedtuating a 
temporary intermiiTion of th^ efieds, 
than of thoroughly eradicating the 
caufe. To accomplish the latter of 
thefe ends, it is neceifary either that 
frequent rains, or piercing frod^, 
ihould deftroy thofe innumerable 
animalcules which impregnate the 
elements in the fultry feafon, and 



render the air particularly noxious. 
In the order of Nature, this alter- 
nate fucceffion of heat and cold, and 
of drought and rain, is likewife in- 
difpenfably neceifary to the welfare 
of the globe. Exhaufted by fevere 
vegetation, the earth, like a ftrong 
conftitution worn out with laboor, 
requires a relaxation fy)m it*s toil ; 
and a f^pply of frefli juices to invi- 
gorate anew the productions of the 
fucceeding feafons. Thefe are liber- 
ally communicated to it, and this 
end is compleatlyefieftuated during 
the continuance of winter. In Nor- 
thern climates, the frofts put aa 
end to fevere vegetation, and the 
fnow impregnates the foil with falts^ 
which circulate freely when it im 
unloofed by a thaw. This circu- 
lation is probably the caufe of that: 
grofs and ha^y atmofphere whidk 
almoft always takes place pn occa- 
£ons of this kind. In hotter coun* 
p-ies the fame effects are produced 
by fevere and continued rains. For 
a fuller difcuffion of this fuhjed the 
reader n^ay confult Derham's Phy- 
iico-Theology. Vol. !• Ch. a. and 
Spedtac. de la Nat. V. j. 

The 
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The glebe, or blafls the fwarming tribes, or drinks 

The circKng fluiih, from the withering plant 

Retiring flow, to ipread their vital juice 

Thro' the roogh bofotn of the parent foil : 445 

Then wearied Nature from her toil relaxed, 

Shares reft 5 and as th* o'er-labour'd frame, reftored 

By fleep^s diflblving opiate, to its work 

Springs with invigbrated nerves, alive, 

Adlive, and airy : Thus the pregnant earth, 450 

Spon as attended by the fanning Gales 

Young Spring appears, from its foft bofom pours 

In rich ptofufioA all th' unbounded ftore 

That wakes high tranfport in the heart of man. 

The Seafons thus, harmonious as they roll, 455 
Have each its feparates ufe ; to warm the foil 
With genial heat -, to bid its moifture flow 
Thro' the fine fibres of the (hooting plant 
Slow-r^ifed 5 to call thy fair aflfemblage forth, 
Triumphant Beauty ! Daughter of th$ Dawn ! 460 
Queen of the rofy-fmiling Riead ! to fwell 

Liae 44 2,-^-3 ^ Drinks the circUn^ ^AiyyuyA ivpi^Koyrat if rvTot< xc- 
KviJLfAtv^ ov yiv^vTAS i9 avT» Co' 7oi. £r iTipoK /e (At rotovroif 

JAPAt^ A\Kn tt»tV ^VKKm^ ATI- ffTAVtA Ufft T«( AvQuif KAt Ttt ^VK\A 

^6)^»fff >tfp AT AV70V If iVKpAfftA 7«v ^Mim Tm ffvyiCaivavi^v IP m 
rm yn^n o[jLoy%pnf Avrp* O^ivAP^n %mi* A^iAot. DcPlan. Lib. 2. 

t^Ai ^VKKA %P CvTAHfAii ^lAlKfAlf fH' 

4 To 
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To full luxuriance thy gay-broidcr'd train, 
What time from laughing Ceres, o'er the field 
Loofe drops the yellow fheaf ; or when thy wing 
All-radiant on th' autumnal gale afcends, 465 

To pour rich juices thro' the fertile earth ; 
That Nature in her robe of living green, 
Decked like a Bridegroom for his nuptial hour. 
All breathing balm, may hail thy loved return. 

Lost were this fair harmonious round, that wakes 
The foul to joy j loft were the vivid bloom 471 

Of Health that mantles on the cheek of youth 
In fmiles : the herbage of the field would fhnnk 
Livid and lank, fliould conftant Summer fcorch 
The thirfty plain. The fainting Swain would drop 475 
His lifelefs limbs j the world of water ftand 
Stagnant and putrid ^ and the fell-eyed Plague 
(Like that which walks o'er Afia's fultry fields ;) 
Would raife an arm of terror, wafte the earth. 

Tremendous 

Line 477, Sec. The fell- eyed plagiu tions it receives from gales and 

^^luould raife an arm of terror^ The ftorms, keep it pure and healthful, 

learned and pious author of Phyfico- Thus far Mr. Derham. Phyfico- 

Theology obferves very juilly on Theol. V. I. p. 2 1 . The reader will, 

this fubjed, that if the wljole mafs probably, aflfent to the truth of this 

ofair and vapburs was always at reft, remark, who refledls that the mi^- 

inftead of refrcfhing and animating, lignant diftempers which rage ia 

it would fufFocate and poifon all the great cities, can only be afcribcd to 

world: but the perpetual commo- thcfcptid air confined in fuch places, 

and 
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Tremendous in his coutfe ; and from the Globe 480 
Sweep half its people as he roam'd along. 

Hence Heaven's great Father fends the ruftiing winds 
Abroad, and bids the fwelling Tempeft roar 
Wide o'er the howling wildernefs. Afar, 
The tower all-naked, where the fhrieking owl 485 
Broods o'er her young, fuftains the fierce aflault 
That (hakes its domes. The Mother feared within. 
Oft as the fhock'd wall totters, ftarting leaves 
Her neft, and oft returning, as the voice 
Of Parent love perfuades, fhe fits alone, 490 

And fcreams, wild-wailing to the wafl:eful winds. 

Oft from the caverns of the hollo w'd earth 
Burfts the rude ftorm, or from the breezy lake 
Shapes its broad circuit, gathering as it rolls 



and not properly circulated by the perfed over the open country, are 

aflion of the winds. The perpe- perhaps the original caufes of thofe 

tual exhalations which arife, efpe- epidemical diHempcrs, for which we 

cially in hot and dry feafons, either are often fo much puzzled to ac- 

from the concourfe of inhabitants^ count ; and from whofe influence 

or from caufes of a fimilar na- the air is never wholly free, until 

ture ; not being difllpated by the it is purified by froHs or tempelts. 
elements, occafion a ilagnation of 

the air, by which the human body Line 492. 0/> from the caverns 9 

is immediately afFefted. Thefe &c.] See Derham's Phyfico-Theol. 

putrid effluvia being afterwards dif- ubi fup. 

r CoUeaed 
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Colleded force. Oft from the jarring clotids, 495 
Dafhing in dizzy whirl, tempeftuous rowls 
The deep-mouthed Thunder thro' the darkfome vault 
Of Heav'n : the winds attend it, and the fkies 
From their wide fluices pour a torrent down, 
Rufhing impetuous. On thy thirfty fields, $co 

Fair India, icorch'd beneath the folar blaze, 
Defcends the Deluge ! O'er the plains it fpreads, 
A boundlefs inundation ! The full tides. 
Swelling and copious, as th' exhauA:ed foil 
A liberal waftc demands, flow-fettling, warm 505 
The glebe, and thro' its glowing mafs, infufc 
FrcQi moifture, ripening for the growth of Spring. 



Line 495. Oft /ram the jarrit^ 
elotuisf] Qaoique bien des ventes 
viennent de defTous terre, ou ils 
font caufes par on cours d'air, que 
^e feux fouterrains chaiTent & de-r 
bandent violemment, il y a auffi de 
vents qui nous viennent do milieu 
des nues i| 8c qui font fouvent des 
^vaget afi'eiix dans ane petite eten* 
due de pais, en y tombant pref^ue 
f plomb» Sc en maniere de tonrbil- 
Um$, faass'ttendrepl^f loin. SpeQ. 
^e It Nat. i)bi Aip. 



Line 503, ic. :n9f j 
SvfHh/tg «W cofhMs.] It 



" " x$ wo^ 



obferving, that as the earth ift hot 
countries muft be more exhaiifiedbjr 
the fevere vegetation which takes 
place in the faltry fealbns, thAft it 
can be in more moderate dimattti 
where thefe feafons continue like- 
wife for a much ihorter time ; thejr 
^e therefore fupplied with 4 pid- 
portioned quantity of rain in the W6t 
feafon, which anforer; to our whitert 
that this wafte may be rej^red 
fjpeedily and compleatly. llie 
whirlwinds in thefe c6ufftrie» pfd-» 
bably a»fwer the fame end tM( 
fiDfls sm4 tempeits do in oirr3« • 



Oft 
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Oft too the Whirlwind's rapid wheel involves 

» 

Th* cncumbcr'd foreft in its round ; the trees 

Rent fronni the cliff precipitating, load 510 

The wings of air; the harmlefs flocks that roam 

Secure, nor dream the fudden death fo near. 

Give to the eddying whirl their (hivrer'd limbs. 

The City feels it, and the tottering domes 

Rock from their inmoft bafe ; or loofe, affright 515 

The pale inhabitant, that fkulks within 

Panting, and fhudders as the roaring winds 

Around him bellow ; lefl the cracking beam 

Should burfl, and o'er him the broad roof defcend^ 

Yet hence the fleams that taint the putrid air 520 
Diffolve at once, as by yon Angel's arm 
Thou faw'fl the blood-flainy Peflilence difpelfd. 
Hence purer fpirits thro* the blood diffufed. 
Give to the lip its ruby-tindured hue : 
Hence Health's gay fmile illumes the dimpling cheek ; 
And the pulfe lightly dances, as the breafl 526 

Inhales flow-heaved, the pure refrefhing air. 

lint ^20. Yet heftceth^eamsf&c,'] ru rd, ffvvi^diJLiPX ri^i? *9UW9i9 

tloKKOi Tl KAi /tf'X«'pO' 'ffVlOtJCl (JLA- at6piAP Ar (JLVI 4«'JCP^' ff^oJ^pA Tt/- 

Mra ouTO/. ^vionif 7/tfp %yyv6iv ^^o'/f aixa ovrn* Ariflot. Meteor. 

(JLAht^A ATToCiA^Ofi.irOt Ttt tfXAA Lib. 2. c. 6* 
fffViVlJLATA VAVtiV^h KAt A'^O^V^^f^ 

When 
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When o er the field yet dropping from the fhower 
Aicends the hazy thick ning mift, exhaled 
From every dew-ftain'd herb ; the fanning -gale 530 
Thence gendy whifpering breathes along the plain. 
And from the foliage of the drooping flower 
Brufhing the liquid drops, recalls their bloom 
Bright ning, and bids the face of Nature fmile. 



Bid now thy thought explore thefe beauteous fcenes. 
See'ft thou no order in th' harmonious round 536 

Of 



Line 530,-31. The fanning Gale 
thence gentlj *whi/pering,'\ Ovto k<u 
ftftfi Tovi Tocrou; avrtTipiiffra.ffdat 
XAt ftfTrtf fltAAffP Trtf AyaAvyLitL^m* 

ETI i^l [JLiTA TOVf 0(JLCpOV( AfifJiO^ 
«( TA ItdKKA ytVlTAl iV tKUVOtf 
70Sf TOTOtf JtfltS* 61^ AV ffVliriffH ^1- 

[lATA fffttVlTAt V<fA7C( yitOlJLlVOV* 

Line 535. BiJ new thy thought, 
&c.] The reader will obferve, that 
in the preceding refle6lions we have 
only enumerated a few of the more 
obvious advantages which arife from 
winds, as thefe are in fome meafure 
neceffary to the life of man ; with- 
out mentioning other refpedb in 
which they become fubfervient to 
bis conveniency. Thus we mufl 



immediately be convinced that with- 
out thefe ufeful fervants, all intcr- 
courfe betwixt diftant nations muft 
be wholly at an end. Navigatioa 
in that cafe would be an uielefs art ; 
and commerce, the parent of cul- 
ture as well as of luxury, could no 
longer be carried on. The remote 
countries* which open to us fo many 
new fources of pleafure, would 
either never have been difcovered ; 
or the difcovery muft at once ceafe 
to be beneficial. In fhort, man- 
kind, fuppofing them capable d 
living, muil in fuch a cafe foon de- 
generate -into their original barba- 
rity. We have like wife taken no 
notice of the Etefian Winds, as 
they are called, which blow regu- 
larly at different feafons from the 

North 
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OfSeafons? In the Tempeft*s whirl, appears 
No print of Wifdom ? Mark'ft thou not its rage 
(So wills the Lord of Nature) to the good 
Of all fubfervient ? In his great Defign, 540 

Not Winter's rufliing fweep, nor the wild wing 
Of Whirlwinds howling o'er the boiling waves 5 
Nor the ftrong Storm's loud uproar; Icfs promote 
The general end ; than Summer's genial ray \ 

That gilds the laughing landikip; or the breeze 545 
Of mellow Autumn, when the ripened (heaf. 
Nodding and copious, claims the Reaper's hand. 

Now tulrn thy fight. He fpoke, and as the wand 
Of Fancy waved obfequious ; the long lawns. 
The grove, the gardens, and the glittering towers, 550 
At once dififolved in fluid air. A fcene 
Naked, and defart as Arabia's wilds 
Where roams the famifli'd Lion, and his yell 
Scares the dim Ghoft ; around me frowning, thrilld 
My inmoft'ibul with horror. All around, 5^^ 

'Twas one rude pile of hills high-heap'd on hills ; 

North and South poles to the pafled the jlEquinodical Line. A 

JEqaator; nor of the trade winds, minute detail of thefe points would 

fo beneficial to the inhabitants of have run the poem into too much 

the torrid zone on both fides of the length without advancing the prin- 

JEqaztor ; as their direftion is ei- cipal end, which is only to take no- . 

ther cafterly betwixt it and the tice of the mod flriking and confpi- 

northern tropic, or as they blow from cuous marks which the world exhi- 

the South pole when the fun hath bits of order or defign. 

Or 
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Or tyger-haunted dens, or darkfome caves ; 

Or rocks fhipendous, where the broazing kid 

Seem'd quivering like a loofe and ragged (lone 

HuQg o'er th' aereal predfMce ! O'er all, 560 

One tnoantain tower'd fuperior, like the peak 

Of Teneriff, aniid contiguous heights 

That fliade the fields around. Rapt to the brow 

Of a rude cUfF, whence all die horrid ibene 

Rulh'd on my flartled gaze; I tnatk*d behind 565 

That topmoft fpire, a long and ragged pile 

Of Towers, and oKmldering Obdiflce, and Panes 

Sublime in ruin ! whence the raven pour'd 

Her boding wail ; and diro' the midn^ht gloom, 

Pale Fear might picture there the iheeted Ghoil 670 

Meafiiring his flow and iblenm ftep ! Before, 

The white dufl hovering thro' the mifty air, 

Sat cm the filent folitary hills. 

Where the wild eagle whed'd his weary wing, 

Vainhope^ toieardi his prey. Blue brimftoneibadiM 475 

Itieir fides ; and horn their ieet, the little r31s 

That flc3e low-murmuring through the parched wikj 

Smoked, as they ftray'd in kflen'd ftreams alcxig^ 

Slow as my rapt eye roU'd fi-om fhade to fhade. 
And ipoke the mind perplex'd : its plaint at lafl: jSa 
Burft to my lips. ^^ Ah why thefe horrid rodu 

Shaggy 



<c 
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" Shaggy and formlcfs ? Did th' Eternal mark 

^* Hi$ work in wrath with thde enormous moimdd, 

^' Whofe £ght terrific danQps the vital ftream i 

" And checks the foftik of Joy ? 585 

SiTDDEN I ceaied : For lo a dreadful fcene 
Fix'd all wftf wondering powers in ftill amaze t 
Heaved with unufual flrength, as if the arm 
Of fome Supo'ior Power had (txock the frame 
Of labouring Nature, all th' unbounded hills 590 
Rofe from their baib \ We heard the iblemn voice 
Of Thunder from beneath, that hurl'd along, 
Aod loudljf^oiurmtiring roU'd from cave to cave. 
Mute waa the fcene and awfiil ! Not a breath 
Fann'd the ftill defart ! Not an inife<3:*-wiag ^95 

Weak-waving whifper'd in the. wafie of air. 
The deep Hill groan'd, as if the ftem within 
Had tore its rocking form, and om the void 
Of j£ther, fpread the doubling £»dce afar. 
As from a boiling furnace ! From its mouth, 600 

At laft. wide-opening, rufli'd the fmother'd flame. 
And blaz'd to Heav'n ! The fiery flream dilplay*dj^ 
Stood like a column in the duiky dbud 
And cafl a livid gleam, pale as theeye 
Of Lightning glanced along the fuUen gloom. 605 
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Wide o'er the boundlefs wafle, the (hower of fire 
Rufh*d on, and crackling wrapt in flitting flame 
Its (canty grovsrth, yet recent from the blaft 
Of former Defolation : till the blaze 
Retiring gradual, fpent its v/afteful power ; 6io 

And nought but Horror frown'd o*er all the fcene. 

Dubious I flood, and to the hoary Sage 
Tiniid, yet eager, raifed a trembling look ; 
Who pitying mark'd my wiih, and thus began. 

Thy mind unknowing the Almighty's ways 615 
Involved in clouds, beholds thefe varying fcenes 
Perplexed, nor views them with difcerning thought 
Yon howling wild, woods, mountains, dens, and caves> 
So rudely heap'd 3 the Hill whofe fuel'd fides 
Are clothed with fulphur, and high-flreaming, threat 620 
The v/orks of man with ruin. Thefe furvey'd 
Thro' thy falfc medium Senfe, miflead thy view ; 
And veil from Judgment's deeper fearch, their end. 

Weigh then uninfluenced, with impartial eye.. 
What lies before thee. Form thy eflimate 625 

Of things, not weakly from the firft falfe draught 
That flrikes thy fight, and to the ftartled gaze 

Of 
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Of Fancy, teems Mh Horroi' j bcrt CnipeM 

Thy firil rfecifrori, tifj flow-judgittg ThotfgTrt 

Hath fcahn'd a Wriotri, a"6'd Vlew'df thre feparate pafts^ 

As ^ach fjibfdriHertt ih thd gfehtril pl^' 6^ t 

To fome fuperioi' 6ii6i 0*erfo6i*d' by S^ntej 

But found by ^eafpn's ccxil sfiid" juA r^Vibw. 

Thu's ieeh, yon pile of rulris Will offend 
"the ju(%mg mind" rib more. Say Would'ft tlHoU" wiili 63^^ 
The Hills difiolved j tHou, whoie infatia'tc Hope 
Deems not that Beauty in the yellbw field j 
The haunt of Geres rcigrisV ribi: fits etifchrohisd' 
High o'er tlie fweepirig architrave ; nbf w^alfcs' 
Along the level lawn :' bdf Aill difpldafed; eifo 

Pants for variety in all'; When rapt 

To 

Lifte 641. Fails for njarietj^ &c.j epqiiires not into the principle front 
Irliis truth is corifpicuous upon which it proceeds. Thus the view 
l5VfeTy' oeca^h; aod' iS pdrhapS as of a longi dead, flat country, where 

charaderiflic of Humarf Nature as <. . 

li^ ^ili. ' •» "^' t.'^c * T No pleafmg intricacies intervene,- 

SLtry Circnmttance? whifeVer, In ^* «. , ..v ^ > 

^ . 1 . - « ■-■,'■ No axtful wildncfs to perfrlex the 

viewing external objects every man ^ . ^ * 

IS* m fome degree dxfgtifted With ^ 

uniformity j and the only difference is tirefdme and difagreeable to ever)^ 

hicfwixt' an intelligeiit* an'd * aii illi- individual. There are indeed fomef 

^cerate lAah in*(uch a cafe isj that painfiil as there are fome delightful 

thft formercaft ailign'the'caufeoy feelings, peculiarly appropriated t<i 

his diftatTsfaiSion ; while' thelatter* perfonk of rejfineinent and delicacy. 

is pofFened of the fame feeling, buC Thus' in fuch a' villa 'as the poiee' 

^ Vol J II. fi? »tov«f* 
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To the wild fummit of fome airy clifF 

Hung o*cr the murmuring deep; thine eye behdds 

Here on the tide's green mirror, the mild beam 

Of Evening ftreaming gold : Or there furveys 645 

The white wave rufhing to the folid rock 

Unmoved ; the loofe light quivering, as it rolls 

Back to the Ocean. When bright Fancy's gaze 

Turns quick, and joyous eyes- the (hores around, 

A boundlefs wafte I and fees the fmiling meads, 650 

Or towers gay-glittering, or unfolding lawns. 

Or navys riding on the ridgy wave ! 

Say then would pining thought demand the vale. 

Or deem th' aereal height that gives the fcenes 

To man's aftonifli'd fight, a cafual fault 655 

Of Nature? Clcar'd of thefc majeftic piles, 

abovementioned has defcribed that and woods, gardens and wilderneis, 

of Yimon ; where agreeably contributing to relieve the 

. ' , , „ eye with a fucce£ion of new objeds, 

Grove nods at grove, each alley , 

^ fizs a brother,? " * 

And half the platform j aft refledls Speluncae, vi vique lacas, 8c frigida 

the other; Tempe, 

Tafte would be difgafted. where Mu^tufque bpum. n,oUefq«e fub 
^ „ f , , . arbore fomni 

Folly or Ignorance might be rapt m n^^ ^bfunt. Hri. 

admiration. Yet as fome degree of 

thofe radical principles which cha- Who would not, I fay, prefer this 
radlerife human nature exifts in profpeft to the former, fuppofing 
every mind ; there are I believe him to be in cafe to give his judg- 
very few men who would not prefer ment of both from immediate in- 
to fuch a fccne as this, the variegated fpeftion. 



intermixture of hill and dale>ftre2Lms 



Where 
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lere were the ruder fcenes feen from the hills 

Caledonia ? the romantic wild 

?mn and vaft, the rocks rough height difplay'd, 

mildly great, that like a mouldering Tower, 660 

ids on the naked wafte 1 The mouritains piled 

lime in horrid grandeur to the iky 

It flirouds their mifty brow ; where Nature fits 

ude magnificence, and hears the roar 

diftant billows murmuring on her ear ? 665 



loR thus hath Nature form'd the varied globe 
ne to fbothe bold Fancy's wondering ken. 
Health gay-fmiling haunts the chilly hill, 



le 668. But Ileahh gay-fmil- 
SiC.] One of the principal ufes 
lich mountains are fubfervient, 
|ueftionably the health which 
are the meatts of procuring to 
3s who languilh in moift and 
olefome air. In low countries 
mpollible that this element can 

pure and rarefied as it is on 
iimmit of mountains ; and 
; the foil Js naturally marfhy, 
the frofls and ftorms of winter 
ot'always fufficient to remove 
)ernicious eiieds which ixz- 
:ly refult from it. The va- 

which afcend from mountains 
n the contrary inftantly difli- 

by the winds ; and the fogs 
I fometimes furround them 
'ton that account produce fuch 

E 



efFefts upon the health of the Inha- 
bitants> as the continuance of thefe 
generally does in flat or low coun* 
tries. May we not like wife conclude, 
that as botaniits generally find the 
mod wholefome medicinal herbs on 
the fideis or on the tops of moun- 
tains ; the air which is impregnated 
with the effluvia exhaled from thefe, 
muft contribute to preferve health, 
in the fame manner as the herbs 
themfelves are falutary to reftore it ? 
Whatever may be in this, it is cer- 
tain that the change of air in chro- 
nical difeafes is the mod eHedual of 
thofe innumerable expedients which 
the invention of man hath contrived 
to acquire the poffefiion of the moil 
ineflimable benefit. 

z . h moun- • 
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A moLKitain-nyxnph, no fulkn cloud ohfcurcs 

Her fhining eyes ; but on her balmy lip 67Q 

The ruby deepens ; o'er her Kghtncd lioibs 

Sweeps her fair robe luxuriant y and her bre^h, 

Exhales the fragrance of the fcentcd dale, 

When firft Aurora's crimfon-ftrcaining ray 

Breaks out, and trcnibliog gilds the placid (cenfi. 675L 

Hence oft' Dlleafc, thy withered train, that feci 
The maddening Ague thro' their (hrivel'd nerves 
Alternate fcattering firoft, or pouring fknae :, 
Or mourn the (hooting rheum, or languid^ droc^. 
In flow confumption, when the labouring hiQ^ik (S(l 
Heaves high, with foetid air : While here thqy breathe 
The purer elemental gale, refined. 
And free, rejoicing, fee the dnfky face 
Of Nature brighten, and tranfpoitcd fwim 
Frolic and light, thro' lif$:'s harmonious maze. 68^ 

Sjeest thou yon rills that o'er the channd'd rock 
Low-tinkling wind to reach the bollow'd vale? 

Thcfc 

Line 676. Hence oft Di/eafe^ &c.] Line 686. Seeft thou yon rills, &c.}j 

In this enumeration of human mi- We are now come to a fabjedi which^ 

feriesy the reader will obferve, that has occalioned much fpeculation. It 

we have mentioned only thoie dif- mean the origin of fountains. That 

cafes which are generally afcribed thefe are derived primarily from the . 

to unwholfome air. hills which are fcattered over the 
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Thefe flowly filtered as they Hide along 
The beds of ore^ . or thto the foftncd earth 



Defcend ; 



face of the Earth, is a principle 
laid down by alntod every author 
who treats oiFthis curious and agree- 
able enquiry. Plato is the only 
ancient writer wKo fpeiks of the 
t>r\gln of fountd&s >Viehoidt men- 
tioning of the hills, and who derives 
thefe fro;n a caufe altogether inde- 
pendent. This writer, after iayiifg 
it down as a principle that the inter- 
nal ftrudture of the earth is hollow 
and cavernous ; fuppofeth that there 
is * EN TI rav yAV^tnaf TUf ym% 
one of thofe chafms of the earth in- 
finitely greater than any of the 
others, add extending its arms tKrd' 
the whole globe ; and in this ca- 
pacious refervoir he idiagines the 
waters to be collefted. This he tclb 
US is the Barathrum of Homer. 

T»^6 if.(0^ nyj gafl/tfTOK VJTO 

This jminenfe flood he fays is per- 
petually agitated by the ciicumam- 
Went air, Whidh when it is raiftd 
to the external furface, and is 
jRtaifned by the inundation of wa- 
ter, occ2i(tons incredible commotioYis 
both as it enters and rulhes out of 
this receptacle. When thercfbrc 
(fays he) the waters are forced 
downwards by this impetus of the 
air, they (IVeam along the ch^tmcls 
of th^ earth in rivulets. Thefe 



colledled together form the rivers ; 
and tK^ whole mafs rolls in feparate 
beds into feas, lakes, fb.untains, &c. 
with which the ^lobe is fo beauti- 
fully iiverfifieci.PhaBd. This Theory 
hdwei^ef il father ingenioiis ihan 
folid. Not to mention the abfurdity 
of fupp6fin^ an internal receptacle 
of this kind £(ted to contain the 
waters, when all the ends anfwered 
by it are efFeftuated with facility by 
a inore obvioUs expedient ; we can- 
not believe (as Ariflotle juftly ob- 
ferves) that there is any void within 
the earth capacious enough to con- 
taifl the whole mafs of waters j an"d 
fh^ air forcing therii backwards with 
fo much velocity as to give birth to 
feas and rivers oii the external fur- 
face of the globe, is wholly chime- 
rical. This great philofopher, after 
refuting the opinion of his advef- 
fary, proceeds to eftablifh his own. 
Experience he tells us declares that 
there is indeed fome colleftion of 
fpririgs under ground from which 
fbimtarhs and rivers are originally de- 
rived ; and thefe he fays are liberally 
fapplied from the hills, through 
which the rairi finking as through a 
fpurige, penetrates the iiflures of 
thi iftotfhtains, and flows in flream's 
along' th6 vallies. As a proof of 
•this he obferves not only that foun- 
tains are stlways contiguous to emt- 
£ 3 nencies, 
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Dcfcend ; o'er all the filent valley fteal 
Sweet murmuring : or to the thirfty fwain 
Irriguous wind, who near the deep afcent, 
Fatigued and- fainting, quaffs the cooling ftream. 



Hence might the ftudious philofophic eye 
Trace to its fource the river's fwelling tide, 695 

That rolls in majefty fcrene : might fee 
Euphrates rifing from a fcanty rill. 
That feebly wanders down the fruitful fide 
Of Ararat : till fwell'd with rufhing tides. 
That rapid current o'er Armenia's fields 700 



nencies, but likewife that the (Irength 
and breadth of the current is gene- 
rally proportioned to the fize of the 
mountain from which it proceeds. 

ITAg/^TO/ KeU IJiiyi^TOI 'VOTAfJf.Oi 

fiovffi ix, lav yayiorav Op&r. Oi 
ya^ opinot kai vi^n^ot toto/ oiov 
crcfyoi 'TTVKvof i^TriK^HAttyiivoi kata 
[itKpA yav /« //atT/«r»^i KAt ffVK' 
KiiCovffi TO t>/6'p. Ariftot. Meteor. 
Lib. L This Theory he afterwards 
confirms by examples. The inge- 
nious author of Spe6lacle de la Na- 
ture has examined this fubjed with 
great accuracy. He obferves that 
we ought not to confider the furface 
and texture of mountains in the 
fame manner as we do that of the 
vallies, or plains. The former he 
tells us abound with fiflurcs^ clunksj. 



fubterraneous caves and grottosy 
and cells prepared for the reception 
of water. 1 heir fammits attrad the 
vapours of the Atmofphere, which 
condenfe into rain, arid foak through 
the fandy flratum above, until their 
courfe being impeded by fomip hard 
and folid layer of clay or ftone» 
they dream along the farfac6 of \t^ 
and ifTue at laft into the open air. 
The procefs by this means goes on 
gradually, and the (lore of waters is 
not exhaufled by a fudden and im- 
petuous difcharge, which would 
otherwife make the earth perpetuatly 
fluduate betwixt the extremes' of 
inundation and drought. This is 
but a very fiiort Iketch of our au- 
thor's ingenious Theory. See Spe6t. 
de la Nat. Y« HI. Entret. 21. 

Burfls 
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Burfts wide and billowy ; thro' the fun-fcbrch'd plains 
Of Syria rolls 5 and aids, profufely kind, 
Arabia's woods, to fcent the balmy gale. 

What time hot Sirius in the acreal void 
Rears his red front, and o'er the parched field 705 
Wide darts the fiery blaze ; the wakeful view 
Of cool Philofophy might trace the Nile, 
As rufhing down the Abyffinian hills, 
JBurfts the whole liquid Atmofphcre ; high-raifed. 
Overflow his flimy bank 3 or Niger fpread 710 

His blackning wave ; or Ganges to the main, 
'Triumphant tumbling wild his torrent- ftreani. 

Far in the hills where from rtie fcoufge of Power 
Remote ; a free and hardy people reign, 
Thy children. Liberty ! whofe happy fields 715 

Smoke not with human blood, the furgy Rhine 
Draws his firft fpring ; and broiders many a vale 
With flowers that paint his aery hank } and rolls 
His current onward, with coUeded rills 
Slow-fwelling : till his copious urn fupplied, 720 

Down rufli the floods with aggregated roar. 
And through -Geroiania wind, where many a tower 
Darkens the fable flood $ and fweeping wide. 
Thence hold thro* Gallia's fields their lengthening way : 

E 4 Till 
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Till roird thfo' happier plains, where CQipmcree pppw 
Her fleets that hide the billowy deep, they rpan) ; 72^ 
And branching various, join the boundlefs m^q. 

Hence too the Tagus fwcUs his golden tide 
Serene and placid. Hence the oak-cfpwn'd Thames 
Praws frQtn ^eep urns remote his filvcr ftrcam 73^0 
That bears Britannia s thunder. Hence the ^yopd^ 
On Dee's delightful. ^)ank, where firft the Mufe 
Taught th)r you^g hand to touch the tender ftring^i 
Though weak g.a(i tremWing. pvery gentler rill 
That waves fpontaneous to the baltny gale, 7.3 £ 

And feeds the blpoocxipg t?rb^ge, dravvs its (burce 
From thefe rude heights, to Fancy's narrow ken 
Heap'd in wild ruio p'^r tljie w.o^ld ; s^adr pik4 
Ilorrid, to ftaftlc Thought's averted gaz^. 

Yet not ev'n tliefe alone pfoc;laim the h_a>n4 740 
That form'd the mighty hills. But other ufe 
Pifplays to man, that when his maker fjiapcd 
The mafs, then Wifdom rule4 ^' unerring, plan. 

When from the piercing blaft that Winter br^athea 
Thro* tjie chill air, tjbe t/embling Shepherd flies 745 
To reach his. fimplc cot, tlmt from the fide 
Of fome bkal^hUlcpr^^ii^nds the neighbouring dales. ^* 

T!^er§ 
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There (heltfr'4, warm, ^pd joyous, bears the North 
Howl er tht cliff that fcrcens him from its ragcf 
And c4rel6fa prattle* his ^qaufive tale ; 759 

jCnows he not then what flxadc the mountain yidds^j 
That o'er him hangs proteftive, and fuft^ins 
The ftorm, that elfe had whclm'd his little hut. 
And turn'd him wafte and naked to the v%\kd ? 

Nor one thus fitngly knows the rulitag basid y^^j 
Of watchful Providience that cares ibr akt 
Whole countrys fhrouded by furroundiijg heights. 
The mounds of Nature ! furer far than thofe 
By mimic Art contrived % amid the ^m 
Loud^bellowing o'er the diftant rocks ^ lye calro, 76a 
Shelter'd^ and opening- to the Sun's mild beam; 
M lightly {feocting, thro* the failing clouds. 
It pours wide radiance, a«d illumes^ the fcene. 

Cast b*er this round and rolling world thine eye; 

This effort of Omnipotence ! behold, j6^ 

How gradual-floping, to the fhorc it bends ; 

But 

Line.757, Whoh (^Buntrys Jb9t9ud^ thefe mountains, they found them- 

^c] The ingeoious aathor of Anr felves immediatel/. in a^ climate 

fon*8 voyage, obfervcs that the ce- wholly different, and inftead of tke 

lebrated tranquility of the Pa<;ific temperatwe of the Pacific Ocean, 

Ocean is probably occafioned by the were expofed to the burning heat of. 

neigiibourhood of the Andes, which the Weft-Indies. 
cover an inuncnfe track of coumr', 

and form a^ mound to repel the Line 765 — d^, BehoUi honM gra- 

florms. This he fays, is the more ducil-Jlopingy &c.] There is fcarc^ 

^edible, as %fter lofing fight of any thing that indicates more fen fi-^ 
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Bnt fwells flow riling where the inland wild 

Hears not die roaring main. Thus Wifdom (haped 

Its form, that o*er its hoUow'd mafs, the ftrcams 

May fweep dcfcending, as their tides convey 770 

Colleded treafures to the race that roam 

O'er plains remote, and in the rufliing floods 

Behold ideal Oceans 5 fpreading wide 

O'er dales and meads whofe green embroidered robe 

Skirt their fair banks with flowers s till wandering on, 775 

Their mingling currents fwell the infatiate main. 

Hence oft gay-glittering with the filmy dew 
Looife lie the broider'd dales ; or copious fed 
With fliowers foft dropping from' the hovering cloud 
That wraps the hills dark fummit, (there conveyed 780 
By fure though fecret influence) rejoice 
Beneath the dew. of Heav'n, that (heds its balm 
Around, and genial, warms the thirfliy field., 

bly tke hand of Wifdom, than this canaux. Je trouve par toat un mc- 

admirable ftrudure of the earth, by chanifme d'une ftrudure dans fey 

which the courfe of the rivers is fo dehors qui tendd'ane maniere fenfi- 

much facilitated ; as they are can- ble a Tecoulemcnt dcs eaux. Dans 

ftantly, though imperceptibly, de. tons les continens, & jufqtxes dans' 

fcending till they join with the fea. les plus petites iles, il a'eleve de 

This is a circmnflance taken notice loin a loin des eminences plus oa' 

of by all naturalifts who examine moins grandes, depuis lefquellts le 

this fubjeft. Je vois (fays an author terrain s'abaifle en un pentc infenfi- • 

whom we have frequently quoted) ble jufqu' a la mer. Sped, de 1^ 

tQute la tcrre coupee par ces longs Nat. Entr. i8. 

5 T«iJS 
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Thus as the (bores whofe rock-environed fides 
Repel the rufhing deep, oft from the mafs 
Of feas coUefted, drink refrefhing fhowers j 
So where no flood extends a boundlefs breadth, 
Or breathes black vapours thro* the mifliy air ; 
The hills high-heaving, virith attra<3ive power 
By Nature's God infufed, draw the light clouds 



785 



790 
Afar, 



Line 789 — 90. The hills — draw 
the light clouds] This, though it is 
certainly one of the principal ufes 
of moun^ins,. I do not remember 
to have feen particularly taken no- 
tice of by siny of the writers on this 
fubjed. It is indeed agreed on all ' 
hands, that the movintains have 
fome . attractive quality by which 
they arreil the vapours which iludu- 
ate in the atmofphere ; a truth whiqh 
on all occafions is confirmed by ex- 
perience. Is it not therefore rca- 
ibnab'le to fuppofe that one great 
^nd for which they are fcattered 
over the face of the globe, is, that 
by this po^er of attradion they may 
colled the clouds which are perpe- 
tually arifing from the fea, and by 
fpreading thefe over an inland 
country, fupply it with a neceflary 
proportion of rain ? It is unquef- 
tionably by fome expedient of this 
pature, that this fupply is regularly 
procured, in foils which are natu- 
rally dry and barren ; and where 



the vapours exhaled from the earth 
are not of themfelves fi^ffipent tp 
produce fo much rain as the ground 
neceifarily demands to bring its 
produdions to maturity. I can 
think only of two objedlions which 
lye againft this hypothefis- One of 
them is, that there are in the earth 
many countries apparently fmooth 
and level, which are fufficiently 
well watered from the atmofphere 
without the benefit of mountains,: 
The other is, that fuppofing the 
furface of the whole globe to be per- 
fedlly level, (as fome authors ima- 
ging it to have been at the creation) 
yet the winds alone are fufiicie.nt to 
difperfe the clouds over every part 
of it, and to convey the quantities 
of rain which may be proportioned 
to each of them. In anfwer to the 
former of thefe, it hath been already 
obferved, that over the whole earth 
there muft be fome afcent, however 
imperceptible, betwixt the land* 
contiguous to the fea, and the mid- 
dle 
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Afar, and fpread them o'er a waftc of land, 
Elfe parch'd, and fcorching in the folar ray. • 

Such by the Sire of tteav'n the cbudy HiHs 
Were formed, not wild to fcare th' affrighted eye ; 



dk coantries which lye at a difltnce , 
in order to facilitate the dcfcent of 
the rivers, which on a pcrfcd! level 
muft overflow and (lagnate. The 
only conclufioji^ therefore which re- 
Mu from this remark is, not that 
the hilh ire of no ufc in difperflttg 
the vapours over inland atid remote 
countries ; but that the attraflioti 
from an afcent of this kirtd appa- 
rently imperceptible, muft operate 
snore univerfally, than it can do 
from a ragged and braken furfkce, 
by which the clouds are arrelled in 
different places according to th* di*^ 
j>c£tion of the winds, and the rains 
falling from them are therefore cir- 
cumfcribed and local. This is in- 
€leed true, ^nd inftead of invalidat- 
ing, ferves to Confirm ourhypothcfis. 
The other objedlion, that the winds 
would be fuigcicnt to eJFeduate the 
above-mentioned purpofe though 
the furface of the earth was perftflly 
level, however plaufible it may ap* 
pear at firft view, will yet vanifii on 
a ftricler enquiry. For not to iufift 
ilpon one obvious confequence frtom 
this fuppoiltion, viz. that the whole 
mafs of vapours arifing from the 



moumaiiks tbemftlves, uhi £-Ott Aq 
currents which flow around theBi» 
is wholly loft (at leaft to the purpole 
of eifeftulting frequent and heceflary 
fupplies of rain upon particular oc- 
eafions) not to dwell on this : the 
winds muft in that cafe heap At 
cl6uds together, which bkiAg tt- 
tra6[ed to no parti^ilar part of xht 
the earth more th;in Another, wcfuld 
probably either break out in fldbdk 
upon certain places, qr woldd tuc- 
hauft their flores at random, ^d M- 
fore they artived at countries vtrf 
diftant from the fea. On the con- 
trary, in the prefent fkate of thiftgs, 
as foon as the vapours aridng from 
the fea, the rivers, or from other 
caufes are floated in the atmof^heri* 
the winds arc ready to dffpeHe th* 
whole, and the contiguous eiAifien- 
cies are prepared by the Cfcator to 
arrefl fach of them iti their paflagt 
as may be necefl'ary to thd bentHtoT 
particular places. Thus the whd6 
procefs is regularly carried on, and 
a diftribution is made^, fuitable ih 
every rcfpcdl to the ideas which ^^ 
entertain of the power and wifdom 
of the Deity. 

Nor 
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Nor heap the world with ruin ; nor deprefs 795 

The hg^t^ of imui whot marks their di^zjt height 
Amazed: but ftitt fubfeiviwat to. thQ ecd 
Of gencr^al good!* to worfc t|^ great de%n. 
Of Wifdopft iafiilile, though lo^aV weak «y^ 
Marks npttheiY u^> aad ajs Im tx^imkigVmhaf Sck>a 
Strain up t^ d:eep.a&enti. hh murmju/ing misd. 
Complains, and ceBfurfi&Heavjeoi's aU- wife decree; 

But thoii perbapa; withianxbtte. view bofe«^i8r 
Yon deep Volcano ; faw'ft the furging flame. 
The iUiearwitog fulphijr, md thet^pk^ningidoui;: 8&5 
Nor knew'ft why Heav a ordain'dl Co dU^. a^i^k 

KNov^then, witihiaEanth!s:aIt-iaTObdng^w>mfe5 
WSiO'q lies :Oom:cardi the Bti^ rude draught. o|t things. 
Arc veins pf lijdng.fee; 'in:lprilQn!d;ail^ 
That burftsttfa€.folid rock;. wide-windingftneffflPiS,, 8iO> 
That thro' the echoitog Cavern Icfudlyi tplU. 
^ud form, thft fmgafey, fillf^ur ,;. pointed f^n^i 
That mia^^ W»l^ ftfpng bilHrnenj, give t^ije gj^oyf- 
Q& thp d9(^ ruby tp the dai^Upg beafii : 
Or in,tt»^ fep^ire paint> th' iijverted cyb Sx, jf 

Of Heav'n, or bid th^ fpaogling diaiiiond'tiflgc 
With lucid radiance Night's o-erfhading gloom^ 
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These wrought thro' Nature's fine alembic, lie 
Deep in the bowels of the cavern d rock, 
Impregn'd with feeds of fire, that o'er the mafs 820 
Diffufive fpread, and when the flruggllng air. 
Pent up, and ftraitned, works them into flame ; 
All-wild, and rapid, thro' the labouring earth 
They pour refiftlefs ; burft the folid cliffs : 
And thro' the yawning void that whelms at once 825 
The tumbling City, mount and melt in air. 

Mark yon wide-fpreading field, (a fpacious plain 
Rofe as he (poke in all the heightened bloom ^ 
Of fmiling Beauty !) fee the mantling lawn 
Lies all ferene before thee ! fruits, and flowers, 830 
And woods, and murmuring ftreams, and alleys green , 
Loft in wild mazes j and the blufti of Spring 
O'er all diffufed, to gild the beauteous fcene 
With luxury unbounded. If the fire 
Lodg'd in the vaults below, had roU'd within, ' 835 
Nor found an Outlet -, thro' the rumbling cave 
Loud ftorm had roar'd, and Earthquakes tore the frame, 
Th' harmonious frame above. Convulfive throws 
Had ftiook the Earth, and the perpetual found ' 
Of fubterraneous thunder, ftunn'd the ear ; 840 

And broke the form of Nature. But the hand 

Of 
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Of Heaven's Almighty fix'd yon rooted Hill ; 
And fcoop'd its womb, and cloatbed its fides with fire; 
That thro* the vent prepared, th' afcending flame 
Might burfl at once, nor circling thro' the mafs, 845 
Tear with continual throws ks fhrinking veins. 

Here pautfed the Sage : a while the thoughtful mind 
Revolved his words; I mufed, and thus replied. 

*' Now cleared from paflion's mift, I fee what Good 
^* From feeroing Evil fprin^s. What once appeared 850 
** Wrong, or unequal in th?. glorious. WQjrJk 
** Of Wiiiipm s thro' a purer medium view*d, 
**. AfTumes.ff^npbler form, and points the Good 
** Of All, a§ pftc great end that from her plan . 
^* Refults, and. gradual rules the vafl machine. 855 
*' Yet tell. Benevolent, had Nature felt 
** No change of varying fcalpns ; was the air . 
*^ Pure from the taint of mildew, or the blafl 
** Of killing Peflilence; or did the earth, 
** Fair as it rofe from Wifdpm's forming hand, 86a 
** Retain no fuel in its veins, to fwcU 
*^ Th* incumber'd mais, or fhake its folid bafe, 
«* And pour deflrudion on its helplefs fons ? 
*' Say, was the Cause, whence rife th' external ills 
" Of Whirlwind, Storm, Volcano, from the work 865 

" Removed; 
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Removed j though in its^ prcfcnt ftrudufe, thtjfe 
^' Comhkit to gcncnl good : theft woulct iM)f tttarft 
** Tafte Wgbtr bfifs, thin fhifting from th' extreme 
^ Of hea« to cold, now freezing oq tlrt MH j 
" Now paniing from the fuftry«)orr; n6we*ight 870 
" On the wild whirl- wind*s wing 5 or treading light 
** He fcflows, wh^n o'en Earth's tottering «*cli be reels, 
'' That heaves beneath him ? From tSUtft naftilfal iita 

Exempt, his days were calm, ferenc and free.*' 



« 



Would'ft thou then (thus th'indigrtahTPoVWr ftfutoed) 
New mould thy maker's Work, refbrM the plkn 876 
Wrought by unerring Wifdbm ? Wotild'fl; thoa cliBtuh 
Weak, frailj and guilty as thou art; for Thw 
A paradiife^ prepared'? A clime,- that knowi^' 
No ftorm) th' abode of Man, wHofb paflkm^ biteak- S8b 
The bounds of right; who triumptiB in the ^ 
Of Heav'n, to launch- infulting on thfc ftteam- 
Of Folly ; who contemns the Eternal's Ia\Vr 
Who to his Maker- fays, depart, for Thee 
tknow not nor defire ? foy dbft thoo'fpre&d'i ® jf' 

The lawn for Wolves, or bid the Villa rife, ^ 
To footbe the Lion's horrid heart that tbtobfi? 
Exulfiig o'er its prey ? Nor think tbcf charge-' 
Too har(h ; for to Eternal Wifdom; ^lan 

Liae 884. IF/jo to lis Makr/ays, &c } Job. xxi. 

Deform'il 
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Deform'd by Paffion, is a monfler^ vrM 89a 

As that which roams the Lybian waftes ; and joys 
To drench his tuflcs in blood. Mark then die dime. 
As tempered to th* inhabitant Behold 
Thy mind, the miftor, where th' alternate change 
Of calm and tempeft {hiftkig quick, reflet 895 

The varying forma of Nature! kindling now 
To rage, now boiling like the troubled fea 
Work'd by a whirlwind 5 madning like tht wave 
That ftrikes its (haggy mound : or fecrct arm'd 
With triple poifoo, as the gale that breathes 9O0 

Thro* the dark air its brimftone-dropping wing 5 
And inly-wafting, witliers as it flies. 

Yet ftlll prefomptuous, think*ft thou that the Power 
Who form'd the world, might fuit to happier dimes 
The htrman frame j and harmonifc the mind 905 

To perfedl concord, as the mafter tunes 
The chords melodbus of the warbling lyre, 
To pour the ftream of Mufic ? Know the thought 
Of that tremendous Sire whofc awful ken 
Involves tlie vaft of Nature 5 *ere this orb 910 

Was rent from Chaos, in wide reach di(pofed 
The mighty chain of things. The piercing glante 
Of Wifdom mark'd their natures; and difplay-d 
In gradual rank, the fair-afcending fcale 

Vol. II. F Of 
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Of Beauty's rifing tribes. Imperfedk all, 915 

As from the Finite, length unmeafured runs 

Xo reach the Infinite. Yet in the chain 

Each link maintains its ufe ; each part receives 

Proportioned worth ; and every movement rolls 

To work its proper end. What lies above 920 

Thyfelf, is veil'd from mortal ken ; below. 

What towers to Thee is open. Caft thine eye 

On lifelefs matter. Mark th' afcending forms 

Of beauty, varying from the bleeding bells 

Of yonder amaranth that fweeps the ground; 925 

To the tall Cedar, on the topmoft fpire 

Of Lebanon, that rears its head fublime, 

And fprcads its boughs to Heav n. See in the tribe 

Of living forms, the gradual fcale afcend 

From fenfitive to animal 5 from brute, 930 

To human. The fine plant, that from thy touch 

Shrinks fenfible, connefts the filmy line 

To the fmall (hell but juft imprcgn'd with lifb, tii: 

Where (hut from harm as in a circling mound. 

Lives the lone 'Habitant. Thence rifing flow 935 

Thro* Inftiod's wide-revolving rounds, afcends 

The juft progreflion ; till the watchful dog, 

Sagacious, friendly -, penetrating, joins 

His twilight circ^ to his Matter's fphere. 

Where full-form'd Inftinfl; drops ^ and Reafon dawns. 940 



S 

n 

fiZ 

n 
t- 

u 

In 



hM. 



Book I. A P O E M. 67 

If thus thro* Nature s wide extent, the forms 
Below thee vary, yet th* afcent in all 
By flow gradation rifes -, think'ft thou then 
That Wifdom in her higher Works obfetves 
No fimilar proportion ? From the ranks 945 

Below, exalt thy wondering gaze ! Behold 
The Worlds that round yon central Sun revolve 
Harmonious! Each receives its juft degree 
Of genial warmth, when near the fiery orb 
It drinks his pureft radiance as it wheels ; 950 

Or fweeps in wider range, like thy fair Star 
Aurora ! fann'd with cooler gales, that lies 
In temperated air : or diftant, knows 
The change of feafons, as the earth that feels 

Line 949. Near the fiery orh^ &c.] out mentioning the difobedience of 

Mercury. man, which rendered this alteration 

originally expedient ; we may reply. 

Line 953, &c. Or difiant knonjjs that the world, and its inhabitants 

the change ofSeafiinsy &c.] The gen- in their prefent ftate, occupy a par- 

tlemen who patronize "Dr. Burnet ticular place in the fcale of creation, 

or Mr. Wbifion's Theories, will per- which renders it neceflary that they 

haps obferve, that the diver/ity of Ihould participate of thofe advan- 

feafons is not an elFecl of the earth's tages and inconveniencies which are 

diftance from the fun ; but that it the effects of their fituation. The 

refults from the obliquity of its po- difobedience of man, taken in con- 

lition. This however does not af- jun6tion with this, vindicates the 

fed our prefent argument, that Deity from the imputation of in- 

from the analogy of nature we have jullice, for permitting thefe natural 

reafon to conclude, that a regular evils to take place, becaufe it leads 

progreflion takes place in ?11 the, us to coniiSer thefe as the punifh- 

works of the Creator ; becaufe with- ipent of fm. 

F 2 The 
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The piercing blaft of Winter : or rcnjQtp, 
On Nature's utmoft verge all-darkfome rolls j 
And fees the pale fun ligh^ the lunar lamps ; 



?^s 



Line 957. Thf fak fun li^ht thi 
lunar lampst &;c.] If it (hould be 
objcQed to this reafoning, that the 
order of oar planetary fyftem, a3 
the bodies which compofe it are 
placed at different diftances from the 
fun, anfwers stri little end, bccaufp 
it is generally fappofed that thefe 
worlds are uninhabited ; I would 
reply that nothing bat the prid^ of 
man can render fuch a fuppofition 
apparently reafenable. All ^e ob« 
fervations which have yet b^en ma^e 
on the planetary worlds tend to efta- 
bliih a probability on the oppofite 
fide of the cjtteftion. Our earth 
has an atmofphere furrounding, and 
a moon attending her. The planet 
Jupiter, on whoie moons the light 
of t^e fun mufl ftrike more faintly, 
has four of thefe fecondary orbs re- 
volving around him in order to com- 
prnfate this diiadvantage. Saturn, 
at a fUll greater diilance, is wholly 
encircled with a luminous ring, in 
which Caffini and Huygens have 
already difcovered %st, moons which 
Uux)w their united radiance upon 
him during the night feafon. It is 
beyond all queflion that Jupiter has 
an atmofphere, from the diredlion 
of which it has been concluded that 
Che axis of that planet i&'perpendi- 
Cttlar to the ecliptic, wUch muft 



prpdi^ce afi unifo;-m {cffbji^ |^ f 
perpetual Equinox. To what par* 
poie all this appan^as, obviooffy 
iAtended tO;Pia^e up fo^ jhe^^j^xj^ 
difadyantagjBs of fituadon. \S thefe 
worlds are hot inhabited ? I^ pro- 
vidence taf^n fo qiu9}i cpw » %y 
lighten deians, and placed moons 
around thcm4ike that which |{ folC 
(crvicnt tQ i}s, ^frjcly tp«fif>^ |y, 
eye of man, or to affDrl feope to 
hi^curiofity? Surely reaipn will not 
jufti^ us in fprxpipi^ § copq|j^o||i ^ 
this nature. It is to no porpofe to 
obferve that the inhabitaatf of tkefe 
W9rlds xpijft live xx^ Jijip ^^^n^^ 
of heat or cold. .The£ may be 
fnpported with cafet Qr x/jj^h dip- 
culty; according to the pajticttlai: 
texture of their bodies, or the con* 
ftitution of their atmofp^re* Ie 
ihor^ if thefe worlds hav;e tt^etr an* 
nual revolutions abqut the Ame 
common center, their mpontr their 
atmofpheres, and their light, ia t^ 
fam* manner as v^e are pofielfed of^ 
them ; is it not pride, and not ica> 
fon, which leads us to think, that 
they differ from us in the only qto 
cumftance for which advfntages.of 
this kind can be conferred by W^ 
dom, I. e. for the benefit of inha- 
bitants ? 

Of 
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Or chilling freezes in his rtoOh-d^y blaze. 

Each in tlie feparate (ph'trt i^aintain^ its plsTc^ ; 

Eadh keeps its rank in the progreffive fcate ; ^d 

To each, impartial Thoirght affigns its boxind ; 

And Wifdom plucking from the tree of life 

A bough tfeat breathes ambrofi^y balih, iWd rtiysh j 

Bathes the rich fruita^ge in th'A Stygia'A wa^e 

That foils its blobth': then o'er h'ef \>i>brk extends' 96^ 

The dropping bVantb, and fays, " O world, hi here" 

« Thy {hkf& of go6d iftd' iir ! " Such from tW WH 

Of Time tfe* Almi^y ijj&kc his gfrfeif dieted, 

WouLDVf Thbii then, for thj^' fitt^le gobd, djfelve' 
TH* unbounded harmony of all 7 Do'ft Thd6f ^<^ 
Repine that Heav'n, regardlefs of thy call, 
Ordains n6t iar^ in Edeh, ribi* ekal^ 
The Man to AAgd ? G" th'' iiWatjaife? ^ral^ 
Of hftiinah hbjw ! A cdpTdtft fhoWer ^itisitds 
The fwellinlf^nVei' o'er iS b^d ; tfete feai 97^ 

Bl^vHth the ruOiihg tidfes, might MrH its mbtihd'; 
The creepJt^ rtlF froth dlfeper trftis ibppltfed,- 
May rife &A Odean. But thS pi-lde of imn 
Extends to i^^ratfe. With ^11 around 
Difpleafed, on Fancy's neck' h€ dro{)s tfte rein. ^a' 
Sfe^Wofe and gitldiirig whiirlfe' him on hft'wingl 
He inouots tM Vault of ftars \ he grafps^ie bbft 

f 3 <^f 
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Of Heaven's Eternal ! on empyreal air . ^ ^ 

He fails ! (he leaves him : dovvn the Pygmy falls, ^ 

A worm of earth, and crawls along the ground, 985 ^ 

Giddy : the fport of reptiles, and their prey ! ^ 

C 

Know then whate er in Nature's ample field ^ 

The fcanty ken of thy revolving eye I ^ 

Hath mark'd as Evil 5 in the general plan I ^ 

Is juft, is beaqteous : the conjoining parts, 99Q I TT 

Though each when feparate, like a fingle limb I J^ 

In fome proportioned fhape, appears deform*d, J C 

As viewed apart j yet when exadly wrought U 

In the full. work, an heightned grace affumcs, T- 

And aids the perfcd fymmetry of all. 99 jj . I 

r 

Yet not o'er Nature fpread the general traits I^ 

Of impcrfeftion. On fome happier climes, ' (0- 

The hand of Heav'n hath fhower'd its richeft ipoils^ H 

Profufe of bounty. Though the juicy grape j3| 
Tempts not the lip of Luxury, the pine loop 
Feels not the fcorching Sun, nor on the bough 
Hangs clothed in niantling gold, and ripe to tafte. 
The mellow Orange : ye(: their plains c^n boaf^ 
A nobler produce. In yon blifsful illq. 
Gay Plenty reigns ! Afcending as he fpokq }^<^S 
From the blue deep, to my tranfported gaze 



BookL a P O E M. ji 

Rofe the white cliffs of Albion. Hail beloved 

Of Heavn ! (with joy exclaim'd th' inraptured Sire) 

Britannia hail ! O ! from the world disjoin'd, 

As Nature's hand had form'd the foft retreat loia 

Of happinefs and love ! No fevering fun 

Blafts thy gay meads ; no deep Volcano boils 

With inward fire; nor thro* the cave beneath. 

Walks the dire Earthquake. The tremendous (hock. 

Thai; fropi their loofe bafe heaves the works of man, 1015^ 

Juft vibrates on thy bofomi 5 as the voice 

Of diftant thunder, moves the trembling ground^ 

And murmurs in the air. Thy fields rejoice 

With chearful plenty. On yon waving plain, 

I fee the Goddefs walk ! her loofened robe 1029 

Floats on the gale redundant ; on her cheek, 

In full luxuriance fwells the blufhing Spring ; 

And fcents her breath v/ith myrrh. Mark how (he rears 

Jler horn aloft, and liberal, o er the field 

Pours all her treafures. Man's enlivened foul, 1025 

And ajl the groves are transport. Hark the voice 

Of mufic warbles from the bough j The hind 

Feels his heart leaping as he looks aroupd \ 

And Joy's bright ray burfts o*er the kindling mind. 

Line 1014, &c. The tremendous did fo much harm on the continent ; 
Jhockjuji vibrates^ &c.] This alludes and were (lightly felt in fome part* 
to the Earthquakes in 1757, which of Britaiii. 

F 4 These 
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These arc the bkiSngs Heaven's all^bounteoas hai 
Showers on her fiEivourite ifle. Thrice happy they^. lo 
Who know their worthy and kindling at the view. 
With Love, with gr-atitude adore the Power, 
Who fhaped this wondrous firaoie, and wrought its par 
To fuch periSbiSion. Nor leis beauteous fi>rm*d loj 
His^ moral plan* But this to trace at large,, 
Requires a fitter feafon : the flow fiin 
Already finks behind yon crioiibn'd cloud. 
And gives the world to night. Q^ck as he (aid. 
The landfkip laBguifli'd ; fiom the gazing eye,, 1041 
Groves, woods^ and lawns,, and vifionary bawers 
Intunediate fied ) and, nought remand around^ 
But the bleak n^ountain,, and the peaceful dale. 



The End of the First Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

INtrodudion; ver. i, t9 i6. Sam of the booty to 31. Siati oftbi 
world before Cbriflianity was introducedy as hiftory reprefents sty to 
62. 72b/ Deity did not refufe the aid of Revelation to the heathen world 
§n account of any vices peculiar to thenty to 79. Defers of their religious 
fyftem andfuperior advantages of the Chrijliany to 88. Chara^er of the 
time when Chri/lianity was introducedy to lOO. Difficulty of accounting 
for the conduSf of Providence in this Mattery to 122. Conclufion from 
thefe obfervationsy that reafon alone might have difcovered the doctrines of 
revealed religiony to 138. Appearancey and Sfcourfe of Contemplation^ 
to 148. Firfl Allegory. Defcription of Arcadia in its happie/l agCy to 2,1 J. 
Appearance of Temptationy to 237. The inhabitants mijled by bery 
to 266. Conclufion from this allegory y that if Reafon was unable to dif-t 
cover the palpable artifice of Temptationy it can much Ufs befuppofed equal 
to more important refearchesy to 302. Objediion that this people wanted 
the aid of Science and Experience y to 323. Second allegory. Defcription 
ofMgypty to y]i. Inundation of the NiUy to 409. The inhabitants 
imploring the aid of Apisy to 421. Remarks on the Learning of the 
JEgyptiansy who did not want the aid of Science and Experiencey and yet 
their theology contained the grojefi ahfurditieSi to 486. Anfwer% That 
Science only dawned in Mgypty and that their minds were not improved by 
the fine arts^ to 528, Third allegory. Athens defcribed at the time of 
the expedition to Sicifyy to 588. Infiance of Athenian fuperfiitiony to 6'^%. 
Leamingy elegancey and fine tafteofthe Atheniansy to6jl. Grofs abfur^ 
dities of the Greek mythologyy to 707. The fine arts emphyed to promoU 
the purpofes offuperfiitipny to 74Q. Conclufion from the whoU^ That the 
human mind in every JfatCy either ofinnocencCy ofknowledgCy or of the bigbeft 
poffible improvement y is unable to form any confiflent fcheme of tbiology^ 
to 774. ^ejlion refumedy Why Chrtfiianity was introduced fo latof 
^^810. Necejfity of Prophecy y to 843. Conftftency of the Scriptures a 
certain proof of Divine Infpirationy to 861. Propriety of Infpiration^ tei 
902. Appearance and Difcourfe of prophecyy to 928. If Chrtfiianity 
bad been granted foonery man would have arrogated its difcoveries to Inm- 
felf to 937. Unreafonablenefs of wififing that man bad been created moro 
perfect than he isy to 952. Reafon perfonifiedy and fuppofed to review 
the whole procefsy to 997. His reflexions y to 1025. Necejfity of Revo^ 
fafion^ to I93|. Rtafon why it is not nniverfaly to X063. Conclsefion. 
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YET let the mufe exteDd her towering wing. 
To roain the vaft of Nature ! Lo ! y/hzt fcenes. 
By man yet unexplored, unfold to rouze 
Her fearch ! to tremble in her ardent eye ! 
To tempt her flight fublime, as o'er the world 5 

She (bars, and froni hpr airy height furveys 
The fate of empire; aQd the (hifting fchemes 

Of 

Line 6, 7. From her airy bfiight qaeftion which requires to be an- 
furveys the fate of empire,^ In the fwered in canvafling the fubjeft of 
controverfy' about the neceiiity and Providence; relates to the time at 
ufefulnefs of Reveladoni» which has which it was conferred on mankind, 
employed fo many pens, the only Thf advocates of infidelity demand 

with 
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Of fiufiSan thought, fucCtfflive as (hey fwim, 
Bcfoyiiagi or foft m Thne'ffo'efvrheiflitffg wsvt. 



f?OT idiy-duifous her K'g&t gliance ^'ervadiSs 
The plans of Wifdom ; with no ftranger's eye 
She comes to wonder on the fblemn fcenes : 
Or prying fcarch for labyrinths, where the field 
Is opepi^ fich, acceffiblii. — But free. 
Impartial, juft, fhe fcans the mighty themes; 
AMcT paints' thcffi" genuine ar they^ rofe to- 

with fome appearance of reafc^t 
why a difpenfation fo highly impor- 
iautiirA/rinfifj^fatly "fiteefibry lltf 
the benefit of man, (hould have been 
poftponed to the diilance of four 
thoafand years from the creation ; 
and for what reafbir ChriftianHy, 
which became an ufeful inflitution 
irffflWktttf ri^dft the FdU y^t^dWtf^" 
not appear to have been confideH;^ 
by the Deity as necefatyy till the 
reign of Tiberius. Wkhrfiif exatti-* 
ning particulatty^ the- ftate of the 
Jewifli nation which might tend to 
illuftrate this difiKsIty'; thd'amKdf 
endeavours to^piTrne in this boot; - 
that one great end for which Pro- 
viSKhce permitted this delay to 
take place, was, that* man might 
be convinced by repeated experi- 
ments of the in/uficieacy of reajhri to 
difco?er any confident theological J^^ 
ftm\ and confequcmly of the ^A-/y- 



ity 



^5 



di4ncf ai/d n^ijU^ty of Revelation. In 
order to this, fucceffive views of the 
ihi^^of the itom aitf e^ibtted^- in 
the firft ages of fimplicity; under 
the future rucfimente of cahoiei 
and at laH in the happier sera of its 
higfaed improvei&ent ;' alS'dA^ell^ 
qniry flill proceeds, whether thekft- 
m'ati lAttfd, dt aAJr* olPthfcft^ perid!^ 
w«s able x.6 discover a raiimui^ 
ftem of religion : and how hi ill . 
impfef^iAfeVifc t!iist<«Q*^*-AiJ#' 
fponded to' its progrefr voLiia^vP 
vention of Arts, or in the reiearches 
oTSclehce. Thc^ cbAfe^^eb 1^ 
ftitihg from this enqniry is at UP 
fairly deduced : and it appears with 
that force which every feries of rea* 
^oaing^acquires,' when it either pio^ 
cecds upoft princifies wMch are m- 
dintly jttfi\ or coiififb iiXfaBrmahkk 
are nnvvterjallyraivhuji 

'Twai 
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'Twas whqrf ^ ^.^, fgc ^991. liafe buiat of man. 
Spread its green fegfcso to &$ e«emng ray, 
lyt^ek Quiet's pim^ W^\ki ^? (wUiig (efiq$8 
Had liirgfl me )ygq.4Aring an : Afi ^mim of diaugiit 20 
In that calm hour |i^, jiiu^ilg^: im» 
Flow'd on ^ fott) fp$)ip^i)eov9 ; fg ih? bi»e;c« 
On the fmoc^ purK^t f^ffum Ift^pi ^1 
^$^s o'er the rufile4 w»V^f A (iyiky ^;/lQQd 
O'erlook'^ t&9 fi^ mi fUll ifl (Us 0pp<9fed, 95 

Lowec'd the hteak fri$»]filBin ocfff lh« var)ung law«^ 
Crown d with gay verdure ; whence the lift'ning ear 

Thrijl'4 tSL t\» l»ttfi<? si the Sufigfql 9hcm 

That ftream'd fwsgtsH^fljlkig ft'fr |bg y«^ j or tugsi 

^fpyote the deep's low murmur, like the voice 30 

Of ^otfj^iH^, fym ^%' S?.qu^F'4 to 
Mufing I fat, and in thy aairser view'd. 

Of grandetw fallen, of called the forms aoguft 

I £am them huflling o'er the hunnan f&ene, 

Light as ^.e glit,teri.ng t,rii?e., elated tjiat fpoit 

On fummers dazzling beam j til! life's (hort noon 

El^^d^ |nd Iq I t;^? nj^l^c^y Ev? 

That fliades tbeiF glories in the DuiV ! What boon, 40 

The pjdi^Q 9(virti|e p^ tl^?mj did ^y worth 

Intrepid 
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Intrepid Decius^ from the Samnite fteel, 

Scr^n the devoted heart ? Did Scipio quell 

The tide of paffion, and releafe the fair. 

Blooming and fpotlefs, to her lover's arms ; 45 

Or fnatch from Hannibal's proud creft the wreath 

Of vi(9x)ry s to find the fons of Rome 

Juft to his deeds ? Ah no !— Amid the gloom 

Of folitude he pined 5 fcarce from the gra(p 

Of fury refcued, indignation fwell'd 50 

His manly heart, and grief flow-mining loofed 

The props of life, and gave him to the tomb. 



Such, TuUy, was thy fate, and Brutus, thbc ! 
The ghaftly head low-rolling in the duft 5 



Line 43, 4. Did Scipio quell the tide 
•fpaffum^ &c.] This beautiful ftory 
is well known. Hiftoxy has not pre- 
ferred the name of the lady. Her 
lover was AUucius, a prince of Cel- 
tiberia. The generous Roman, by 
voluntarily furrendering her to the 
arms of another, and by beftowing 
her ranfom upon him for a portion ; 
obtained a vidory as much fuperior 
to his other conquers, as the tri- 
umph of reafon over the paffions, 
exceeds the acquiiition of territory 
by which the latter are indulged. 

Line 48, 9. Amid the gloom of 
folitude he pined^ &c.] This great 



The 

man, by far the moft eminent whoa 
Rome produced in the moft vir^ooat 
ages of the Republic ; proiecttied 
by two defpicable tribunes at ilie 
inftigatibn of Cato the Cenfor, was 
compelled to retire to his coiuntry 
feat at Lintemum heu* Naples; 
where, in the forty-eighth , year of 
his age, he died of grief for the in- 
gratitude of his country. 

Line 55. Such TuUy, &c.] It 
would be needlefs to take partiodar 
notice of the deaths of Cicero and 
Brutus. The head of the former wai 

received with fmilesand exukadon 

fcr 



Book II. A POEM. 



79 



The tongue to fatiate female frenzy torn ; 5S 

The bleeding heart yet reeking, (poke the end 

Of Eloquence and Virtue. Scarce .a tear ^^ 

Embalm'd their, urns, triumphant Vice beheld 

With fmiles th^eir exit : and Oppreffion raifed 

Her fcourge to punifli, where the feeling heart 60 

Sweird in foft moifture to the pitying eye. 

O ! Wrecked, and dubious of ^ life to come ! 
What trophies graced the prefent ! Heav'n with-held 
From theCcJuperior lights left in the maze 
Of Doubt to wander, by the twilight ray 65 

Of glimmering Nature led : while toil and pain 
Marked their long courfc with woe ; and Death's pale eye 
Terrific frown'd them into nought. Did thefe 
Than we more guilty, by fuperior crimes 
Infult th' Omnipotent, that Truth's fair form 70 

TUnveil'd to us, was from the dark refearch 
Of cool Philofophy in fhades immured ? 
Whence then the palm by every voice conferr'd ? 
Whence the fweet lay that wantons in their praife ? 
\Vhy o'er foft Pity's pallid cheek defccnds y$ 

by Anthony ; whofe wife Fulvia fa- foul of O^avianns, the moft vin- 

tiated her fury by tearing out the didlive and cruel of the triumvirs, 
tongue, and by piercing it with a Line 6%. O ! Wrecked, and duhi- 

bodkin. The exit of Brutus excited <,„j,&c.] See this fubjed more fully 

£he fame illiberal triumph in the treated in the note on line looS. 

The 
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The tear that Aveeps their doom, that f^yi they livod 

A virtuous few 1 that mourns them as Acy f^» 

The vidims of ingradtude, or zioi 

For public honour ? yet the beam of hea^a 

Illumed not Reafim's path, nor led the rmad 60 

To fee the Maker in hie work pourtray'd 

One, perfeSit in/^wtfy aor fljow'd Ae dimes 

Of 



Line 81,82. To/a tbi Mdkfr^ &c.] 
Tkt Pelytkeifin of the Heathens, 
and the adtions which th^ aTcribf 
to the fupreme Being, have ^ways 
^n coniidered as ^ideaGps of the 
infofficienp^ of human t^^%, to di^ 
cover what relates to the Deity. We 
^gkc npt indeed to believe diat the 
fables of tbA |^t», by whJiA tM 
xnajefty and perfedtions of God are 
fo mach debafed, were received at 
triUhs by thp phi}ofp{4iM;al i^\ 
but we ought to remepber, at the 
fame time, that die opinions of a 
few fpecalative phil«fopb(U'& wbofe 
minds were caltivated and expand- 
ed by fdehce^ are no proper crite* 
lions by wbi^h we fu-^ to judg9 of 
the peiie£lion to which human na- 
Ijgve is capable of arriving. The 
fiapd^d of Qur ideat oq (his fiib* 
je£l, muft be the received opinions 
of this matter which prevailed uni- 
verfally in the world ; and thefe 
were big with abfurdity, fuperlU- 
tion, and fblly. Even the philo- 



foph^ themfelves on man/ ogci<' 
fions give a faodion to the prepof- 

feflionf of 1)10 v«)f^ I M liflMMill 
tthey were iji their refearches \sf Jt^ 
n)eUftl9n^ appear to be ienfiUe of the 
dfiJUimy 9/ mtmwi. Tkna nacosi 
his difcoorfe on thciipmortalityof. 
the foul, and on the attribates of die 
I>«ity > iwpif ffedi U$ 4pfirc i».<Aiw 
fome tradition ; and narrates a fm 
of thoie wlii^ had been hroii^ 
down to hiqu In tlie f^nm te 
propofeth to colled the bcft aigiu 
meats he can think of to prove the 
immortality of tho Ap) ^-^i j^ tH 

AoroN eE.iQT TW<a h^Mt 
Pfv9iir«/, Phacd* Id bisPhilebuake 
exprefsly aeknowledgedi, that hu 
dodrine of one God: ^uid many atf» 
ture^iwa f&kcp fipm th^ aadkiitib 
who werp better dum iheir bsxfh 
ibrs I and 09 that accpaan vyyikfki 
^t^9 oiKmfl^u if «• livtd Qomr die 
Godi, or were better a^nainted 

widi 
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Of pure ethered pleafure, fbr the bleft 
P«par*d, nor to th' cnlighften'd view di^y'd 
The form of moral JSeauty^ ^s k fwelk JB5 

In full proportion to the mental gaEC, 
Wrought by celcftial aid. To thofe ks chawns 
Appeared not. Heavn on theiirdqgenerdteibns ^ 
Canferr'd its nobkft booa, when from tli^ gujph 
Of furgy Chaos, where the goddeft lay 90 

Wrapt in black ck)uds ; He l>ad -eternal T^uth 
Rife to the day 1-^She heard, -and to h\6 <:aU 
Obedient rofe 1 Her beauty-*beamipg ^^e, 
JPair as thy ray Aurora, when it fcaces 
The growKng lion from bis prey ; difpcU'd 95 

The* invdving rfhade, her magic touch diflcJ ved 
The veil of Errori lightened the dim fearch 
Of daok Phjlofqphy $ and fhow^ the MIND, 
That iorm'd, &ppa>rts» and :guide8 rtlus mighty frame. 



with their coaneih. Whtt an im* If tthe fimnifcience of the Ddty did 

perkGt account of the divine nature not render fuch an expedient utterly 

does this philofopher exhibit in hip ufelefs and improper. This, how- 

Sympofium, where iprdbably from ever it muft be owned, is veiy dif* 

fome imperfed tradition he had re- ferent from thdfe noble and exalted 

ceived rihliag to a Me^Uaftor) 1^ addas df God which ixe .ezhibita im 

ia)», that there are Demons of a ^other oig^afions; and which aro 

middle order, who make the gods agreeable to the aercriptioos givta 

and men reciftocallf ao^piaiiUed af .Hiiiiin ttht: ^wt-itinfgsef tn%d0l« 

with affairs relating to cither; as tion. See his Pcii/tc* a/fi» 

Vot.II. G Twas 
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'Twas all myfterious : and weak Reafon fought loo 
In vain the caufe, why wrapt from mortal view. 
The glorious ages, famed for noble deeds ; 
For public virtur fam*d ; mark'd not the Power 
That beamed benignant on a meaner train, 
Thy race proud Luxury ! why thus the hand loj 

Of Bounty, partial in its gifts, beftows 
On Ofie, the god-like boon required iy AIIi 
To All alike expedient.— From this fcene. 
To higher objedls raised ; the mufing mind 
Revolved in melancholy thought, the rife, ii« 

The fall of empire. Perfia's domes fublime. 
Thy piles proud -^gypt, and Aflyria's towers 
Raifed in high triumph oer the wafte of Time: 
Where are they ? — Hark ! in Fancy's ftarting ear, 
(What time the wan Ghoft roams his nightly round :) 
Slow from the broken arch, refounds the voice 116 
Of flirieking ravens thro* the chearlefs wild. 

So fall thy plans Ambition ! And the race 
Who form'd them, thro' long-lingering ages left 
In Ignorance and Darknefs ^ to the vale 1 2« 

Of deep Oblivion funk, nor hoped a dawn. 

" Thus 
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. ** Thus then (long mufing afk'd th' indignant mind) 

** Thus is bright Reafon's heav'n-illu mined ray, 

•* That fpark of Deity debafed ? Did HE, 

•* Who gave the nobler boon, that lifts the man 125 

** To kindred angels near ; — Did he confer 

** A fcanty {hare, unequal to the taflc 

** Aflign'd 3 then left him wandering in the dark 

•* Of Nature?— No. The Power ^;f ^«//«r^ form'd, 

** Knew its great Parent ; traced th' afcending fcale 13d 

** Of things progrefiive to their mighty Caufe 5 

** Beheld the Maker as he fits fublime 

•* High on his ftarry throne ; and knew the foul 

" Immortal as its caufe. Then had not man, 

** Left to Himfelf, unveil 'd the facred Truths 135 

•* Reveal'd, nor fought a Guide to point his way ?**^ 

As thus I fpoke, lo thro' the ftill retreat 
Slow moved the radiant pair ! — The fky-r:jpt Power 
Of Contemplation eyecl me,, and began. 

Line I32. Beheld the Maker ^ lAwt \ii^\, Knfiv the foul immor^ 

&c.] That th(; Heathens formed the tal^ &c.] Though we fhall (how 

moft fublime ideas of the power and afterwards that the wifeft Heathens 

ifDmeniity of the Creator, when they were far from being certain of this 

, coniidered him feparatcly from the truth ; yet it hath been often and 

inferior Deities ; is a truth which Joftly obferved, that the belief of 

will be fufiiciently obvious to any future Exigence forms a part of the 

perfon who perufeth the works of creed of all nations ; the moft igno- 

ihcir poets, particularly the Iliad. rant and barbarous, as well as the 

mod intelligent and civilized. 

G 2 Still 
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Still hopcftThonrefflds, of th' Eternal's ^wjys 140 
To judge ; ftill fcek-ft to fathom tfec ioitttctifc 
Of Wifdom? — Far as Reafon's ruling hand 
l^crmits Conjcflurc'S groping (curoh to ftray ; 
I blame not, but will aid tiice. Where thott leaveft 
His path, to rove in Doubt's perplexing maze ; "^145 
My care extends not.— Now exalt thy fight ^ 
And mark the fmiling fcene that burAs^ imvr. 

GRACEftJL He 6iid >— when lo thrattcnding 5V>wcf 
Struck with her magic rod the fwelKng tawn. 
And work'd a new Creation ! The low pfcun 150 

Stretch'd to -a field immenfe, where fportt¥e ^MftkTd 
The fair-robed Summfcr. — O'ur her glowing fw m 
Harmonious, flowed the flowcr-embroider-d-^Td^ 
Girt with a mantling zone i — her lucid eye 
Beam'd fweetly-radiant ; and her cho^k outvied i^^ 
The cherry's deepening bloom. Soft on her lips 
Sat all the laughing Loves ; and in her hair^ 
Spread o*er the throbbing bofom, half-difclofed^ * 
And fwelling to the breeze ; the Graces play*d 
Luxuriant.— Round, the tteating flocks were ranged, 160 
A harmlefs train, that crop'd the flowery turf. 
Or quaflPd the filver rHl. In frolic fport, 
^U-light they wanton 'd^ for no mouftd rcftrain'd 

Their 
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Their aerypaftimqr; and the favagp tribe 

Sought not their peaceful cot— 'A diftant Uke>. l^^f 

That fweli'd its blue wave ftonai the thymy hills>, 

Gleam'd thro* the Ipofeu'd gi^ove. As yet the^ Wrcfc,. 

Whofe wings expanded veiPd ^c noon-day Sua,| 

Stain'd nj^t it's tid^. Not far the ficnpk hqt, 

Sweet haunt of Innocence and Peace I o'erlaid^ ijq 

With flender ofiers^ and the flexile (hcub^ 

Cbequer'id the rural landfkip. O'er the field 

Rdved the young Shepherds, fmiling in the prime 

Of Life, and near were i^ca the IpodeT^* Fair 

Crown'd with the herbage of the broider'd oieajd^ 17^ 

That (howec'd it's fpoijs around them^. Beamy bfag^ 

In every lookj and on each cheek, the blooni 

Of rofy youth, delightful as it glow'd 5 

With fbft iadnatttmeni; dole tiv' enraptured eye*^ 

Rapt ia Ikeet tranfport as I nui;k'd the icene 180 
All balmy'-brcariblpg :--^Hail y«. happy ieats 

Line 165, 6. ^ difiaut laki^ &c.] tiy, are well known ; as it wasonA 

The lake.Stympbalk in Arcadia, of the labours of Hisrcales tHo- 

^here this fcene is fiif pofed to lye*; roughly to fabdue them. The fer-^ 

lyhich was contiguous to the city, tility of Arcadia, and the Ample 

ViA to the hills of that name. manners ofits iirft inhabitants, ren- 

dtr it ;^ra//0ii^ /^«^ to the end for 

Line 167, lie. Js yet 'tbt birds, \ which this defcfifitioo is introdo- " 

TbeStymphalian birds who haunt- ced. 
1^ tlus lake, a9d hifefted the coun- 

Q I (I Thus 
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(I thus exclaimed) yc gentle tribes, that taftc 

The cup of Plcafure, by the baleful feeds 

Of Care untainted ! may no Syren charm 

Your ftep from Nature's open court, to ftray 1 85 

Amid the wilds of Pafljon ! may you walk. 

Thus bleft, thus harmlefs, till fupcrior Powers 

Once more defcending to th' abodes of man, 

Mark a new Eden, and tranfportcd join 

To mortal drains the high feraphic lay ! i^o 

Thus from the feeling heart with joy infpired. 
The ftream of rapture flow'd. — The Power of thought 
Smiled with confenting mcin. Bleft is the man 
Who hears the voice of Nature ; who retired 
From buftling life, can feel the gladdening beam, 1 95 
The hope that breathes of Paradifc. Thy deeds. 
Sweet Peace, are mufic to th' exulting mind : 
Thy prayer, like incenfe wafted on the gale 
Of morning, fpreads ambrofia, as the cloud 
Of {picy fweets perfumes the whifpering breeze 200 
That fcents Arabians wild.— -Yon rural train. 
In carelefs indolence reclined -, the field. 
Gay with the hues of Summer ; the loofe herds 
That roam the pafture, and diftufed o er all. 
The fmile of Innocence, the guilelefs blufli . 205 

2 The 
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Of (implc Nature 5 — let thefe fcenes recall 

The prime of days, when in it*s vernal bloom,. 

Earth robed in verdure, from the Maker's hand 

Came warm and genial ; and her peaceful fons 

Knew not the lore of Luxury .-^Serene 216 

Thou feeft them j various in the rural tafk 

Employ 'd 5 or fporting oer the lillied lawn 5 

Or ftretch'd at eafe beneath the mantling bough, 

Hymning the great Creator. Happy tribe | 

^\it perfeS Happine/s to mzn^s {tall T2icc 215 

Pertains not. — Drink inftrudtion, and be wife^ 

Hb fpoke ;-^and fuddeh as I gazed around. 
Bright in the glittering Eaft a form appear*d 
Divinely-beauteous, whofe riqh plumage glcam'd 
Gay to the dazzling fun 5 beyond the race 220 

Of Mortak fair, beyond the human fize 
Raifed, with fuperior dignity (he trod 5 
And feem'd a Goddefs from celeftial clime§ 
To man dcfceriding, that her lenient hand 
Might point the path to Happinefs. Her head 225 

Line 21 8. Brigkt in the glitterrin^ ternately conquered by the Greeks 

Baftf &c.] The reader will obfervej and the Romans, that the Luxury 

that this allegorical Perfonage ift and Efleroinacy which finally ruined 

faid to com6: from ihe Eaji; as it both thefe nations,, w^ originally 

lyras from that part of the world, al- derived. 

G 4. A 
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A crown encircled ; o'er her linobs a robe 

Floated in caiy majefty i a flar 

Beam'd fiioHi her brow i and on her arm fhe beve 

A polUh'd tnin!Qr, where the forms of things 

Reflededi with tranfcendent luftorc flamed. Z^ 

Age in the gUCs beheld it*s wrinkled front 

Smooth as the cheek of Hebe« Beauty* ftone 

With aDgel-radiance ; and Deformity^ 

(Had (hrunk Dfeibrmity been there) had vied 

Wilh Helen draggling in the arms of love 25^ 

Sweetly reliii^^ant Such the Goddefs ^one. 

Not long ibe trod dac pkift, whcft gathering romd^ 
The rural tribe yet innocent, beheld 
Her form wr^ wonder ; eyed her purple pluiaaes^ 
Her crown, her ftature^ and her magic glais, ^40 

Curious, amazed^ delighted. — But when near 
She held the mirror up, and (how'd the face 
That glow*d celeftiad, foft as Fancy paints 
Bright Venus orient from^ the filver wave j 
The throng obsequious to the powerful chanxii 24; j 
Purfued her ftep, nor knew that all the fcene 
Was falfe and hollow j nor behind die veil 
Difcern'd Temptation ; till (he led them oo^ 
Where robed in vivid green, a meadow fpread 
It*s velvet mantle to the fun. All- wild . 250 

2 They 
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They ru(h*d along, till inliic ibcret fnaj«s 
Spread o'ec &e fmiling lawn^ their flippery feet 
Befet, the Fiend ibcured them as her prey. 

Lo&T then $it once were all the native charms^ > 
Of tender innocence ; the heart no more ace 

Wkiiper d ita diiftates to* the fimple tongue i 
But fmooth Deceitii ^miliar in the robe 
Of Virtue^ then firft taught the ^ntle frnUe 
To veil the rankling thought Caught ia the net 
Of Vice, debiHtaUng Sloth: unnerved t ^ 

Sladi monly e£R)rt ; and Corruption, fure 
A& ibme dark Miner,. %ipr'd the mounds of Trudi i 
An^ gave the dirong tm wantmi' o'er the mead 
Esdzrged^ and fcreen'd from fight the powerful chaTns. 
Unfeh, that beM them in l^e Tyrant's pow^. z6i^ 

Na^ m«rfc (thus ferious fpofee the hoary ficr)i 
Hqw vain the boaft of Reafon^ that prefumea 
Its powers^ adeqQate to difelofi^ the truths 
Repealed hy Wifdom^-^To themfelves thoir law*fl 
yon trilics abandon'd', free to chafe their path - zy^ 
On Nature's common, as the judging mind 
Approved op cenfured from impartial view. 
Whence then by Paffion's lawlefs arm fuhdued, 

Thu» 
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Tlius unrcfifting fall they ? Why rcprcfs'd 

Before Temptation's guileful glance, fubfides 275 

The voice of Rcafon ? His decp-fcarching eye 

Had feen the fraud of yon deceitful glafs, 

Had warn'd the throng to fhun th' infidious fnare ; 

Had kept them innocent, did'ft Thou defcribe 

His fphere with truth. — ^But how this leading Guide 280 

Shields the firm thought from Pleafure's gilded lure. 

Thou feeft ; unequal to the tafk, he ftirinks 

Back from the field, or yielding, takes the fide 

OfPaflion, or faint- whifpcring, if his voice 

Diflliades 

Line 274, 5. JfTy repre/s'J, &c.] The account which Cicero gives of 

The reader will obferve, that though this matter from hi^ own experi- 

there is fome allegorical defcription ence, will be con^rmed l^^ univqrfal 

blended with this ftory ; yet the teftimony. Speaking of the errors 

principal fad is ftriaiy true. The which ^re imbibed in youth, he 

Arcadians were early invited to pa- fubjoins. Cum vero accedit eodem 

floral life by therichnefs and fertility quafi maximus quidam magifter Pc 

of their pafturage } they became pulus, atque omnis undiqi^e ad Wtia 

afterwards a martial and intrepid confentiens multitudp, tum/^^'f- 

people, as Herodotus particularly fictmur opinionum pravitate^ a Natn- 

atteftsy Hift. lib. i. and they were at raque defcifcimus ; — & optimos 

laft enervated by the Luxury which quifque 'veram illam gloriam expc- 

fpread univerfally among their coun* tens, quam unam Natura maxime 

tiymen. ' \xi^\nl/\VifummatiuLmtati^^^zSi^\ 

confedaturque nullam eminentezn 

Line 283, 4. Yielding takes the fide cffigiem virtntis, fed adumbratam 

tf Paffion.^ This unequal poife of imaginem gloriae. Tu/cl Siuaft. Uk 

Reafon and jhe Paflions, is a truth jii. How this defcription of Human 

which will ftand in need of no proof Nature agrees with what he fays 

tp any perfon who is attentive to afterwards of the wife Man keeping 

fhe operations of his own mind, ^j mind in a perfe^ and uninter? 
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Diflbades from peril s yet it's found unheard, 285 

Amid the tumult of the madning mind 
Negle<2ed dies 5 as when the thunder roars j 
The gentle murmur of the purling rill 
Strikes not retentive on the thrilling ear. 

Since then unfit from fmooth Temptation^s fmilc 290 
To fave it s Votaries, in the trying hour 
Decoy'd by Pleafure ; fince his feeble glance 
Difcerns not Vice behind the mantling veil 
Of borrowed charms ; or dimly feen^ his voice 
Detains not from the chace :««-Is Reafon then 295 
Thus weak, to nobler work adequate, bold 
To fearch th* Eternal in his work, or known 
In Truth's ftrait path to guide the reftive mind 5 
When fway'd by Fancy in his choice, or duped 
By Paflion in his purfuit ? — Let thy thought 300 

Weigh the full proof, and pondering judge the whole. 

He ceafed ; — and by fuperibr Power o'erawed 
I flood, and paufing, thus at lafl replied. 

uninterrupted equilibrium ; I can- yet the radical and difcriminating 

not {o readily difcover. This ad- qualities of the human mind^ are 

mired Ancient has probably been chara£leriflic in fome meafure of 

led into trains of fentiment appa- every Individual ; and a man with 

rently oppofite, by negleding on his paflions and reafon in conltant 

(bmeoccafionstoconfider,that\vhat- equilibrivjm, would be an objeft as 

ever difference we may obferve in extraordinary as the Arabian PhcB" 

the characters and a6Uons of men ; nix. 

^' Great, 
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** Great Power, whoiib fight caa pierce. the deepen^ 
** in^ cloud 
" That wraps the thought of Wifdooa ; at thy feet ^of 
^^ Behold the Child of Earth, prompt to declare 
** Whatever weak Reafon whifpers to excufe 
^^ His kindred worms> fcaiL as the yemal flower 
** Cropt by the hand of Time, and formed to dye* 

<^ Say then^ whea man from Virtue's facted paAr 
«* Firft verged, to FoUy'a devious road,, inticed 311. 

«• By ftrong Temptations,, by the thrilling ftrain 
•' Of Pleafure fyren-toijgucd,, — fay, had the. beami 
*^ Of Knowledge then unmafk'd the front of Vice^ 
<< And (how'd her haggard fhape ? Had dien* the. hami 
^' Of guey Experience chalk'd the upland path«, 3(i6 
*• On which flow Judgment wiib retorted eye 
^' Oft flands^ and looks behind? Or were the traiA, . 
** Void of the Guardians whofe protedion fcreens 
^^ The: haunt of Innocence from illy expoicd 
** To every Fiend, whofe fuhtle voice deludes 
" Th' unwary wanderer to his fecret fnaft ?" 

Wondering I ftdpp'd s for to my prortiptt 
Tbft Sine r^joinU not ; bux the mdgic wand 
Of Fancy waving,^ raifcd a bria;htct ftcnc, 325 
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HiGU 4i*^r Abroad la^mis wld^ 4)i:oidered ireftnre ^giB^^ 
Where Nature's liberal hand had ftiower'd profufe 
Her richeft trciftnc^, and ithe yoisng^ej^d Spidng 
Walk'd in loofeluj^ttry ; mt mark'd fvil)Kme» 
A ipacioQS Tbcoltt, ^hoib wofad ikidafed 3^ 

That toach'd the btoe ifaOTum 5 towering donnes 
Piled in rude gvandeor^ luid the 3mzy height 
Of ikjr-^Mpt )>7caRnidS| wkak ikoepy ffykK 
O*erlook'd a wafte of Empire, 'Twas in all^ 335 
A tni^tttfX^ i round whoTe ditipk ikif ts 
A circling teirafs m, ^mad^ tftra, wid'ftrong^ 
To (had ^ ^daft^sf toffeoR. from 4he brew 
Of a fteep M]> ^we <fiew^d the fcaMeiittg throngs 
That fMni'4 4tt Iwge. "Seme fvom^he terrtffi hd^ 34# 
firealhed the cool bree2e> whofe lily-fcented wing 
P^rfiaiBMd 4iie aflfibkut air : Sone o'er the mead 
Wioitotfd in eify indolence, and cuH'd 
31m i^oflt ^Smmsuci nMhife a fbw retired 
Sat on a Tower's proud top, embo£s*d around 34J 

With myffic figures ; and m thought elate, 
Mark'd die I *^ fiwi defcribcd the coorfe 

Of pknelsu^ ' ^HP^ ^^ ^^y 
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Eyed the firft beam that gilds the morning ftar, 350 
And viewed it's courfc along the brightning ikies. 

Not far, a River o*er its pebbled bed 
Roird a majeftic flream ; along it's bank 
Bloom'd che fair herbage of the mantling lawn, 
Whofe living hues illumed th' unbounded fcenes 355 
With rich variety : ipontaneous glow'd 
In gay aflemblage, all the blufhing tribe 
Whofe forms ftill varying crown the fmiling year, . 

Charm'd as I look'd, bcwilder'd Thought furvcy'd 
This fcene of wonders burfting on it's view, 3 66a. 

Perplex'd s nor knew \p clear th* entangling maze 
Chief on the Figures dwelt my dubious fearch- 
In deep fufpence, and fcann'd thcic myftic (hapcs ; * 

Their 

ISint '^^o. Eyed the frft heatHf iiQJ] of Philofophy, invented this nie- 

By the morning ftar here is not thod of communicating knowledge^ 

meant the Planet Venus, which probably as being bcft adapted to 

ufually goes under that name ; but the felfifh purpofc of confining it to 

the Dog-ftar ; from whofe appear- a Few. It was impofiible when the 

ancej when it firft rofe above the God Mythras was repreTented by 

horizon, the ^Egyptian philofophcrs the ^Egyptians and Pcrfians, fome. 

cftimated the plenty or barrennefs times with the head of a lion and 

of the Succeeding feafon. the body of £ man '; fometimes witha 

ferpent twined about him ; fometinieb 

Line 362, &c. Chief on the Ft- with a flaming torch ; andatother9» 

frures^ &c.] The ^Egyptians, who inthehabitofanHigh-Pricft:'— diat 

applied thcmfclvcs early to the ftudy the vulgar of thefc nations ihoald 

com- 
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Their parts incongruous, where the withered hand 
Of bent Deformity had caft the nioulds, 365 

And wildly freak'd with Beauty. Strowd o'er all, 
Thefe forms unfeemly rouzed th* enquiring mind ; 
And couch'd fome truth myfterious. The (hort glance 
Of mift-eyed Reafon darkened as it view'd : 
Nor Fancy s lightning-beam could pierce the veiL 370 

While thus wild paftime o'er th' inviting fcenes 
Amufivc roam'd j— rlo from his fecret cell, 
Uprofe the River-Genius ! In his hand 
A trident waved, and o'er his form fublimc. 
Floated the mantling azure. On a car 375 

Of pearl, inlaid with fliells whofe polifli fhone 
Refplendent to the Sun ; led by the train 
Of fporting Naiads, fat the god-like Power j 

coiQprehend the do£lrines which were were to be illuftrated. The -^gyp-^ 
veiled in thia" manner ; and were tian learning therefore, which wa» 
conycyed/9 darily to the mind, that at firft conveyed by hieroglyphical 
the refearch of Science is bewildered fymbols, was then partly preferved 
in attempting to account for them, in the ancient manner, by being in- 
Sec Unrv. Hift, VoL I. p. 507. fcribed on pillars ereded for that 
Gaits Court of the Gent. Vol. I. Le purpofe ; and was partly committed 
Plucbe Hift. du CieL Pajl In fuc- to writing, and configned to the 
ceeding ages, when principles be- cullody of the Priefts. Pythagora* 
gan to be eiiablifhed, and regular at lad became acquainted with this 
iyftems to be deduced from them ; hieroglyphical learning, and tranf- 
this method of propagating Science planted it into Greece. See Strab. 
became vague, uncertain, and un- . lib. xvii. and Diogen. Laert. de vit, 
intelligible to the bulk of mankind, Pythag. 
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I 

His blue locks waving to die fluttearmg bceen 
That wanton'd as lie came. Gay Plemty aear^ 3(80 
Shook her bright wings^ and eyed the laughing mead 
Widi fmiles a^anoe, and o^*er the iand(tdp held 
ffer horn redundant ; tfU the bkfliing ymr 
With rich tuxvriance bloflbra'^ in her imSe* 

He flood : — and fudden in the fwelling tide 385 
Plung'd his broad trident. From its bottom t»nf d« 
The working «irrent boil-d. Not long its bank 
Reprefe'd the ftream, but rifing o'er die mauiii]. 
It fwept, a d eluge , t)*er the fhrinking kwns'; 
iknd roird promifcuous on its wave, thefpoiils 3^ 
That crown'd the fnriKng year. It'« banks o'erlproadj 
Full on the Qty ponf'd the guflmg ftream, 
And {hook its circling tercals. Wide around 
It4>read, and whelming wrapt the broad champaign j 
i^ar as the keen tyc ^etch'd its boundle& wkm. 395 

WlTHlK, 

JLlne 393»4. l^ide around i^pread,"] far as thefe ace cQiuSdeA with tbc 

In this defcriptlon of the Nile over- |>refent fubjeO, «re coUeded intD 

flowing, the aathor has coniidered one defcription; thoaghDufloryjii- 

his work as a poem, in which it is forms as diat this j>roceIt gfntn fer- 

.neceifary to hring as many obj^s ward vtty gradually. Tfae.overflow* 

as pofiible into one view ; rather ing of the Nile begins «boiit Ac 

than as an hiilorical detail in which fummerforftice,andlhdriverArQiy;1l 

the order of Naure is exadly £bl- the three focceeding montlu cflo- • 

bwed. Thas the inundation of tinues to rife to the height dTifboBt 

this river, and its confeqUencea as fixteen cubits, when the canab are 

opened 
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Within, the voice of tumult and amaze 
Was heard difcordant ; for the fwarming throng 
Ruih'd o*er the ftreets ; fome from the (helter'd wall 
To fee the copious tides, to mark the field 
Juft fiirinking from the fight ! or the rude rock, 400 
Half-loft, and half-projefted o'er the wayes ; 
Overlook the mighty ruin ! Some intent. 
With eager hope explored the rifing ftream, 
And fearch'd its depth : thence kindling Fancy vlew*d 
The diftant Autumn, faw the forward ftep 405 

Of laughing Ceres, or aghaft, beheld 
Where pa)e-lip*d Faniine, from her baleful wing 
Shook livid poifon on the blafted year. 

Most fought the facred Fane. The facred Fane, 
With open porch received the folemn throng 410 

, That caird their God. — But ftarting with amaiej 
What fudden horror thrill'd the darting thought ! 
When for that God whofe thunder rends the Ikies 5 
Whofc glance is lightning, and whofe arm fublime 
Controuls the vaft of Nature : when for Him 4 1 5 

opened, and the waters are difpcrfed treated than we can do in this note, 

over Upper and Lower ^gypt. by Herodot. lib. ii. D/W. ^icuL lib. i. 

After that time it decreafes as (lowly, Ammtan.MarcelU lib- xxii, ^r. 

and leaves the country covered with among the Ancients ; and by The<ve- 

ilime, and fitted for the parpofes of not and Lucas, among the modern 

Agricultare. The reader may fee Travellers. 
this curious fubjcdl more particularly 

Vol. II. H Unknown j 
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Unknown j— the Brute (food bcUawing>U-In itbe i^ane^ 

Superb of ftrudnre, loigd the lordly 'Bulls 

And ftared, affrighted attheproftfatetr^n 

That bow'd before h\s ^Mrtne I wi^ a^e-qhedc'd hope 

Apf roachmg ! and with pious lervor wafiHi 489 

Imploring aid ! — Grirti Superftttiontthen 

Obtain'd his nobleft triumph ; and elate> 

Chained Reafon to his car.— *Aghaft I gassed 

With fitent wonder ; till Refentment loofed 

The fttuggling thought, and gave the voice to flow. 425 

" Thus then abforb'd is Truth's merii£aa rjiy ? 
" Thus (loops th* Almighty's image to theihrine 
** Of groveling Inftjndl? then how vain is man I 
*' Whence tlien the judging Power by Hcav-n bttlow'd^ 
" Whence, weak Philofophy, thy boafled fway ? ,430 
^* Why hears the mind appaH'd the bdd reproadi 
^* Of Heav/n*s Vicegerent ? Why the great command 
** That once conferred Dominion ?— Vet not aii 
^^ Thus meanly bend ; thus from h^ glorious ^heFe> 
*' Pull that internal ftin, that lights the foul ; 435 

^^ And quench his radiant heam.*^But lay wfaatmei^ 
" Wh^t fons of ^f ight aqd Ignof ancc are thefe ?'* 

To this the Sire unmoved. Thou feeft difplay'd 
The Land of Nile, the fair illumined clime^ 

Mother 



jSbo&n. 
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I^c^cr of WilHorh ? tviift-c "PhilofopTiy 446 

Firft ftrctch*3Tiis caglt-tfcought : whence the pale ^awn 
Of Sciehci Vrfr th' efiSightned nations (hone. 
Lo where proud Ntemphis' mighty towers difpiay'd, 
Stand inttiy Kightl iThe towering piles that ftrike 



tfSciencei iczJ] Though it is doC 
wholly evident, that the Greeks de. 
rived the fird radMrftfhtidf learning 
from iEgypt, «s Gadmas, who ia- 
Ut>daced letters^ was a Phoenician ; 
5^ it is certain th^ their j^hildfo- 
j>hical and nijrthotogical fyftems 
were origixi^lly founded upon th^ 
knowledgei which wais iai<t(lal]^ hf 
the perfons who ti'avcllled in that 
cpunciy. Thus Cidge'nes Laerfius 
infbnits i^,'tljat Pythd^iits v^KIKi^e 
tefided in i£gypt| was made ac-i- 
quahitej with that feci^t fearhing^ 
which was coifttlileU IK)& tlve v@- 
gar of their own eodntfjr, atod from 
the foreien^rd of otiiers^ He re- 
turned inMH^ k fll im w^b« 
of i£gypt; and Communicated the 
knowledge he had acquired, to hi3 
tooiitiyiiien. Wc have reafon to 
fielleve that the Greeks derivecl theii* 
1^11 in naVigatloh from the Phoe^ 
tiicians, whowere a maritime people, 
As Thales aiid fome of their othel* 
¥hiloibphers are faid to have l-efided 

in that cultivated nation; ■" I: is 

iowcver probable that their aftro- 
Homical learning «ame briginally 

H 



Troflb J/fe^p^i father tltaft *ffbfc HtL^ 
bylon; (nOtwichfiandirig the tefti-^ 
mony of Herodotus to the contrary) 
as their l%ilofopli^fs werf intfe& 
earlier acquainted with the former 
nation than with the lattef; and it 
is certain thkt ^e ;Agyi>tianS ap« 
plied ata ytty eafly pieriod to AilfO^ 
nomy and Geometry ; ftudies which 
. they where in IbhiitAcafoi^ neCelEf- 
tated to purfue by the petiiliar tif* 
eumilahces 6f their Countiy^ By 
ine^fOling the dep^ of ti^ Milh^ 
and by luiowing the ^^uantity of 
w^er which w^ neceilary to ferti« 
liz^ t^e foil, tlii^y ^erc j^robalbiy lek 
to 'acquire geometrical. knowledge:) 
an^asthe ap^arance o^the Dog-ftar 
h^jiihtted \JtRt iitahdhit is reif^nliiiJb 
to fuppofej) that their attention to 
this ci?c'umftance introduced aftrb- 
nomieal refearches. See Diod. SkuU 

lib. i. 

LinlS! 444i 44^. y^f tikuetingpith^ 
&c. Th'e faby'rint£\ tot a p^ticiilar 
account of thofe wonderful ftruc- 
tures, We refer the reader to Jkercdvt* 
lib. ii. c. 1^7, 148^ ^c, AmnUan. 
MarieL lib, xxiii. audZi^W* ukfuf. 

It. Tk' 
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Th' aftonifli'd gaze, by toiling ages reared, 445 

The tombs of Kings, inclofe the putrid earth 
By worms now loathed. Yon high majeftic dome 
In folemn grandeur rear'd, unfolds to view 
The Labyrinth, Thefe Figures widely ftrowd. 
The myftic fpells flung carelefs o'er the robe 450 

Of Thought, where Reafon*s deep difceming fearch 
Can catch ideal (hapes ; veil'd from the ken 
Of vulgar hope, as yon pale weftera gleam 
Behind the cloud's blue mantle. The fine form. 
Fired by the fun's attenuating beam 455 

That thrills the vivid nerve s alive and keen, 
Drinks purer fpirits, and the kindling foul 
Starts all to tranfpbrt s in the (parkling glais 
Where Fancy looks, ten thoufand beauteous (hap^ 
Dance on the fight; and Judgment's guiding hand 469 
From thefe feleds to clothe her kindred train, 
Robed like the Spring, in all the loofen'd fwim 
Of fweeping Luxury. — Hence Learning (hunn'd 
The Vulgar's rude approach i Philofophy 

Line 458, 9. In thefyarkTtngglafs^ of this, in concurrence with other 

&c.] This defcription of the Eaftem teflimony ; we need only to adduce 

people may be applied with parti- the prdAice of the Poets who tra- 

cular propriety to the Egyptians, veiled into that country, and fortn- 

among whom" aenigmas, fy mbols, ed their writings upon the model 

fables, and allegories, which are the of that people. See the AuthorU 

offspring of imagination, were re- Efay on the Lyric Poet, tf tht An. 

Hiarkably predominant. As a proof Let. i. p. 16, Jsfr. 

5 Walk'd 
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Walked with the Graces : the myfterious veil 465 

Wrapt o'er her form, from the weak dazzled eye 

Screened her diviner beauties.— Lo thy doubts 

At once difpelPd ! Not thefe the fimple train 

Of fmiling Innocence, untaught to know 

Hemptatitms lurking fnare\ to fliun the thorn 470 

O erlaid writh flowers. Not thefe have trod the gloom 

Of Night and Ignorance : But the young beam 

Of dawning Science, o'er th* enlightned mind 

Hath (hone all-radiant as the fpangling ftar 

That gilds the Morn's fair crown. Bold Reafoh there 

Hath ranged his circuit 5 and a glimmering ray . 476 

Flrom Revelation, trembling through the void. 

Line 476, lie. J gtimmirmg rt^ an ancient city of Cilicia, of the ^ 

y9w».Krvr/tf^/mr.] Though there is no name of A^ANA» they will have ' 

doubt fome truth in this obiervation ; this place to be built in honour of * 

yet by the well-meant zeal of fome Adam ; and becaufe Adamis called ^ 

writers who would deduce every my-' the Son of God, and Saturn the > 

thological abfurdity from the Bible ; Son of Heaven, for this and fome j 

it has given rife to fo many extra- other proofs equally , convincing, 

vagant Theories, that an impartial they would perfiiade us that Saturn.. 

Keader who would examine this was Adam. See Voffl dt Idol. lib. i. » 

matter, finds himfelf bewildered in The reader is no (boner inclined to 

the Labyrinth of Conjedlure. Some wiih that .this might be fupported : 

of thefe gentlemen (otherwife re^ by probable evidence^ but a fecond 

fpedable for their learning) indulge tribe are . introduced, who tell us, 

the wildeft flights of imagination, that Saturn was not Adam but A- . 

and collefi the remoteft points of braham. In the fame fpirit, a . 

iimilarity to fupport their hypothe- learned Author conjedures, that , 

fes. Thefe,becattfe they have found the Taautus (from \yhom Sancho- 

niatho 

H ? Hath 



t 
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j^afh glanced on Truth. O'er aU:tbe circling^ fkias^ 

Gay Hope elatd hath ftretoh'd^hor daring fHght^ 

And fcann'd their worlds unnumbcr'd--«-Yet af«;thcfe 



Thus groveling to the Brute ! Whcn.otcr thcjn fiddsy 
Rolls yon deep current.to impregn; the. foil; 
With fatning moifture : at thq poafipQoSvdirineu 
Of be)U)W4ng Apis; yon pale profkate thrcmg. 
Difgracethe narqe ofiwifdom^ andofn^^inw 4^ 



niatho is faid to have borrowed 
jnan^r of his priinoplesi) w«u tbfi 
fame with Mofes ; — an^ tl^is for no 
rcafon, bat becaafe Mofes and San- 
c)ioniacho happen to agree in fome, 
tenets with regard to Phyfiology. 
The truth of this matter probably is, 
tha^ the Jews and ^Egyptians be- 
€mP r^fUKKaD/i ac^M^igM^witk] 
thr opiuionv.of ea<;h other, at the 
tinKe wJuA the focmes were i^ a 
ftate o£ captivity ; and heac^p na 
donbty atiie (bme reiembkmces in 
their, philofophical. opinions, which i 
aie however. fo< int^mingle^ with, 
fiftitioui . cij3camlUacei. on the ptfit 
of the. lattec, tha|;Jt is. no eafy thing 
ta diicover^ rhr latrnttriuh whicbis^ 
iics!ee&e4 bohiad iadark a ycik 

&c] The Apis of the iS^ptiai^ 
reprefented the God Oilris, whole. . 
foul was fiippofed'to traofmigrate 
into this animal. Th^ fWa^ral ho- 
nours j>erformed t9 this I?city, and 



the placet through- wjiiah^the pso. 
Cf^on . p?4M, . gftyeu ocfiii^om ^ 
Dio^prus Siculus infmuates, to the 
Fables of Cocytus* Lethe, Chtroo^ 
S^. tot w^(^ tb«^ pof^M aff^fp hi|^ 
ind,eVted. The nex^ in f^cceffioju 
to Apis was a bn}! - called Mq^i' 
and worlhipped at Heliopolis, 

evec as xi»% ajod jpm/ otWr jSc^ik. 
t^ . iaOitouona fI^9c^ apjpffri^ Uvi 
yet certain thftt th^qc . rotai*^ jnftt 
;dsa& of tl>r Sspreoie Bdbg. OA 
this 4rath the celebrated infcripooa^ 
on the temple^t Sais, ai- it iafie* 
fonred by fUfxtchi affQfd^.a^fCh, 
maskable proof. DiI/9dk^(3^q/Uii^ 
Tko opinio* of thki tiqdwlikli' 
were efit^rtained apiKNur t»- hay»« 
been confined to- a few-^iiidMdaidif 
as th6 bulk of the people certaiiilf 
run into the moft abfiird and rJdi^ 
culous theology. 

Long 
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.lioNG, dce^y^piercedi th' aftonifti'dmihcr revolt 
This humbling focnc; deplored- th' incongruous leaji^ 
Of baffled Reaibn; as^ its: varying! 2itn% 
Altera^ pdtit to Wifdoin; or decline 
To Folly. Yet the corilKbus fharac that flufti^ 4$0> 
The glovfing^dictefc; avaft'd not to repitfs . 
Prefmn^tiori : (HH th* indignant thonghrfiipplidl' 
Sdite^glo&^to puUlate;. v^^^thtpfecitft foai' 
Yio^£hock'd and dubious laboured to diUdlVe. 



*^ YET,nmlghty^Pta^ef(fdp!fcd^^^^ 
" Yct-hasinyrcyc-in tHftfe^utrfoldihgi^fcdhes j^6' 

** Butmark'dthcirfi?fwofSciehce. 0*cr the train, 
•* That ftbopr thus horiibl^ to th^ lotdly fhrinci 
" And'blokt their bri^teflr'hojfcs thie ffncr Arfe 
** Have ne'ferdifFafcd their radra Ace. The full fdrm'sBtf* 
«* Of Morale Excellence' hatli failed t6 wake 

Line 499, 500, The finer Arts, icc^ fclves, Diod, jth./up* Though 

ItdocafAttt^f^'thHt'tht/JE^- are ihdebd' told, that fome of 'the 

ti^s made relxjirkable' profkiencyr * firft Greek poets travelled tntoi 

in any of the fine Arts, if we except ^gypt; yet their defign in ihh 

MmkdxtAvtfe; Y^^'xMkH^^bt of pi^'kblf was, not fa niu<:h to buf- 

p«iilti0gfUfileto[tkMl«^yfti^y-t>rdie: tivate' theif poetic rein, a^ ta ac-^ 

Aiicierift'aatbayih|%«cfi drafwiiltf qfcfa«j)hilbraphical knowledge. We 

JBgf^ alrtl't>il)d«^u*'^lrfbrhi2i'tt5; oi/ght always co remember ttif 

ttaftr tW^ Scidi)tW% br<5rt!fec^ were Wtikfrt wefe cojafidered i 

eaiployed in tklttto^nDry, aaf bettcf cWht^yindl a* Teathcrtr 

arti&» than the inhabitants ihem- idf^hy 

Ha 
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" Th' cnllghtned mind ; nor on the mental car, 
** Hath Mufic, chcrub-tongued, pour'd the ftrong tide 
** Of foul-diflblving Harmony J nor rouzed 
" The voice of Eloquence 5 nor tuned the lyre 505 
" That ftrikes the heart, and from it's thrilling ftrings 
" Calls every gentler note. Philofophy, 
" Veird by myfterious fymbols 5— to the Few 
<^ Hath loofed her mantling robe -, to thefe her hand 
^* O'er heav'n's blue arch hath mark'd the walds that 
" roll 510 

" Harmonious, moving thro' the wafte of air 
** Around (bme centralorbit : or the courfe 
«* Of the bright ftar that thro' the glimmering dawn, 
" Spangles the orient.— But conjoin'd to thefc j 
** Where are the rules whofe ftridl obfervance forms 515 
" The foul to Wifdom ? where the ftraitned path 
" That leads to Virtue ? where the moral plan, 
" Wrought by Refledion's fteady glance, that warms 
*' Th' exulting wifh to tranfport ? Yet arc thefe, 
" Thefe nobler truths that touch the heart of man; 
i* And ftamp proportion on the draught of life j 521 

Line 509, 10, To thefe her hand^ Thofe Alts will in general be moft 

&c.] The ftudies to which the i£- panicnlarly improved in every fo- ' 

gyptians applied moft affiduouily ciejty» which are adapted ju> the pe* 

were Geometry, Aftronomy, and Na- caliar circumftances of the indivi- 

taral Philofophy. We have already duals who. compofe it. See the 

mentioned the reafon which led Note on^. 99* 1. 441^ 
them to cultivate the two former* ^ 

i\ Bright 
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** Bright Rcafon's genuine oflEspring. By his aid, 
** In beauteous fymmetry beheld, their charms 
" Inchant the kindling thought, that feels the power 
*' Of native Goodnefs, and with eager aim 525 

" Toils up the roughening fteep, to gain the prize 
" By Virtue raifed to point it to the goal." 

Nor thefe (the Sire rejoin'd) nor ought befides 
Of intellcSual fearch was then unknown: 
Yet Reafon flray'd in darkne^, when his aim 536 

Afpired to reach th' Almighty, as the ftcp 
Of fomc be wilder'd traveller, that treads 
The lonely wild, beneath the moon's wan ray. 
That feebly trembles on Cotnejhore untried ^ 
Or gilds a pathlefs wafte. Yet if thy mind, 535 

Still fway'd by partial nature, (brinks to yield 
It's full aifeht ; attend a nobler fcene ; 
And inftant Truth (hall flafli upon the ibul. 

He ipoke: — the Goddefs of the changeful eye 
Waved her transforming rod, and all around 540 

Was loft in mantling (hade.— Afcending flow, 
A barren profpedftruck my wondering gaze. 
Bleak, defert, wild 5 where the high-arching {hade? 

Of 

Line 541, £jff. J/cending Jkw, a of Attica exhibited an early proof 
hfurnn profp€&^ &c.] The cottntry of the advantages which refult from 

appli- 
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Of peruUotrtMstti hungto-dr thrboumUciA^cicfel)^ 

That roirfdtsmuk^ous r srnd the>ndg]r faiib* ^^ 

Stret«htl thbtD wild^fptreSftohoivHKr^Yct fdoiKtkddttto^ 

QfCuIture waring^.o^er tbc rougbfledlwa%;v 

The DHaitf bioiTom'd, . asd^tho fafthsd faili 

Bloom'd with the^frailS'df'Ccrcsi lb.«dis ^it^ 

Intenfely-gazing; in the column'd pride 550 

Of Architeflupei when hternoHeft'plaiii 

Receives the mould ctf •Elegtfnce ;*^-<ux)ft 

A-^ipacioua^CitjK Tk» majeftlc^domes; i 

Shaped by Propbrtkm'^^nioeilrtcwih, intrced>' 

"Th* enamour'd «yci tbar((bay'd!fincHn fcatteto:fiei»*55^ 

In fweet viciffitoda \ . mark)'<d tUer pvoad. Fane; ^ 

Ki 

ijq^Bcation and itAtSif. Tfch* qukMjr-at^pttriM^ ah^^dWAyftf 
little track of land, notwithftandkig very floivly. K«« •/♦f^- p^^lrl^V 
the encomiums which fomc of the ^go/ ttyoL^tt if tok n^oii vAptx^' 
natives beftow on it, (fce'pmica- ^y. ;^T*t/hrit'^tfrrA*f>V»/ft^^|fcf> 
larly Zwe/^. ^-? Fedigal. ab init.) is (tttAtmiMf itfxt%'hi^4idtrki^di,'A 
naturally fo rocky and1>arren, that ^r,yit, &c. ^w^/it. »^.>/. What 
the foreigners who over-ran the this great author fays afterwards of 
pther parts of Greece, ^permitted this country 'being ,£eaattd.iiiT/Ar 
the inhabftllnts of Attica to live in mMIe of the earth, and of the tern- 
peace, as notthiiAittgshbircoifBfry/ pdr^rt^bffhi^climtt^takdflJflfiBf 
worth the trouble, of keeping.. Yet otherr, proceeds £«>» thit amiaMkf 
thcinduftry6ffli^Afctfiins;affiffed partiality, of which every man it 
by the mildnefrof thffKlinrttJjj iaF- fufc^tflbW 'in -ftfirM** of *S^t«uf> 
proved the foil to fuch a degreo^ tjy^r 
that if ttot*on^'>va8;fitcedVto prb- 

^Oe whatever fruits gi^cw in any Line 556, lie. Marked thefnmi 
other countty then known ; but Fake, &c.] That the -Greeks, and 
wf l&retc^d thit^^'fliWi?arrtvcff particulHi^ HA AtHemkis, car- 

xicil 
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All nobly fimj^lox; on^whofetpillaffd.affit), 

T^Stc leankkbismm.xcclbild ia graoDfoleaTc; 

And Sculpture plied his chiflel : or furvey'd 

'Bbfi h^unCi ofl mild: Rbilofbpbyt;: ths: hankc 560 

O'erkid vvith^flbwero^, \«hePotho youngi Gfaranfonm^ 

Her aery train, andihingbt-ey€d|Bcaiit3r; vrovBi 

Her robe^ tbM<^fitaled:to tko^bakinji^gak^ 

Next the ptMd'Fopiioi oao^thli alllntiy«;viQiiir,. 
A mighty<ptk| vrfiefeitoodithojg^UlMPoMiari 56^ 
Of heav'At4tfi:ende(if(EH6^eQaeJ '^HsdQok\ 
Glanced^rft{»d 4fghlning/ aodihifi»arnft>up)Kld(: 
Xb^ thunders maditang' bciti: ere<^^h&ftaod, . 
Though veird/rofn fight-; audi poor kiieaiureaitq[ifiret 
Into t]y^p9tpiot4irebft*s ^i^^ raifed. tkb^haod^ 5701 

To bold expreffion j or with lenient balm 
Softened the yielding hearty aQdnoertkcfdind; 
Of bleeding Innocenoe» on Liberty 

lied Architedure to its higheft thia ingenious people iirvcntrJ* 
ptrfeaiMy xa.a.trmh miwblly The cekbraied tempk o^^^jq^ 
acfcnowicdfttl^t The .iiMreni30a<o{ a( Athens Aill remains 
fiH»*hai never yet been able, to tioB and wonder of trav^ 
^l^d(1^•'mm^QeiM».to thoftv-wUcb- 

The whole fo meafur'd true, Co leflen'd off 
By fine proportion^ that the marhk ptie^ 
Formed to repel the ftiH or ftormy wafte 
Of rolling ages, light as /abiicks loolcl 
That fiom the* magic wand atresa rife. 
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Red from Oppreflion's iron fcourge ; he gave 

Tlie heart wild- throbbing, and the manly tear. ^yg 

Then bloom'd the pencil*s beauteous offspring, warm 
With mimic life, the ripened Figures glow'd. 
And fweird in eafy majefty : arrayed 
By fimple Elegance, bright Hellen breathed 
Unfading rofes, and the looien'd robe 580 

Of Venus, ruffling from the filvcr wave» 
Gave charms all-lovely to th* enraptured view. 
And beauty .heav'n-illumined.— -The rich grape 
Hung cindering near, that from the fields of air 
Indeed the wondering people; and the flow 585 

Of waving curtains mock'd the cheated eye. 
That marked their folds high-fwejling on its gaze. 

Full in the port a pompous navy rode; 
The loofe oar fkimming o'er the furgy wave; 

Prepared 

• '•■■ .•..•.'■ 1 

Line ^76, Vc. Then bloomed the- td which they owed thdr btith. It 

fenciPs beauteous offsprings &c.] The is indeed alledged by foine modernt, 

author 4as mentioned a^ proofs of from the few remains of ancient 

the Grecian excellence in painting, painting which have come down to 

pieces, which though they were us, that the performers excelled in 

wrought by the artifts of that coun- the defigning, and exgreflion of 

try, yet were not all of them per- their pieces, but were unequal in 

formed by Athenians. The names the peripedive, 
of Apelles, Praxiteles, and Xeuxis, Line 588, lie. Full in the pori^ 

rcliclt luflre on that happy climate &c.] The fccne of this dcfcription 
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Prepared to plough the boiling deep.^— Elate, 

The Uprightly mariners in thought furvey'd 

The land where Ceres' fliowers her yellow ipoils 

Already opening, the delicious groves, , 

The flowery lawns their own. Vain wifli ! the hand 



if laid at the time when the Athe- 
nians undertook theconqneil of Si- 
cily, which proved fb fatal to them' 
in the event. At this period Athens 
appears to have been in the zenith 
of her glory; and we have fixed ^ 
upon it as a crifisy at which we 
may judge of the utmoft purpofe 
which the genius of the Athenians 
was capable of effedlnatittg ; and as 
it affords at the fame time a re- 
markable inftance of their fuperfti- 
tion. This celebrated expedition 
was undertaken about the middle 
of the Peloponnefian war» when the 
Athenians alone were not only fup- 
porting their own interefts, and 
thofe of their allies, againft the com- 
Inned forces of the other nations of 
Greece ; but were even meditating 
the conqueft of diftant countries. 
The names of Socrates, Plato, Al- 
cibiades, and Nicias, render this 
period of their hiftory remarkable 
above any other, both for the at- 
chievements of war, and for the 
higheft improvement of that phi- 
lofbphy by which a nation is be- 
nefited and adorned. That this 
people however fully merited the 



chara^er given them by an infpired 
writer, of being mt J^i^iJ^atiioH^t^ 
poty i. e. too fuperftitious ; was evi- . 
dent even at this period fit)m their 
behaviour to Alcibiades, one of the 
greateH men to whom their country 
gave birth. Becaufe this young 
n£an had in a youthful frolic defaced 
the ftatues of NIercuiy, the god of 
thieves and pickpockets, his ene- 
mies immediately confpired his de- 
ilrufiion ; and that the blow might 
be furely aimed, they deferred tht 
execution of their purpofe until he 
had fet fail on his voyage to Sicily. 
They then terrified the fuperflitious 
populace, by denouncing the, in* 
dignation of the Gods upon the 
Athenians 1 and procured the cele« 
brated decree by which^ an irre* 
mediable wound was given to 
the ppwer and glory of Athens. 
Alcibiades made his efcape, and 
the unfortunate death of the good 
Kicias,' and his unhappy country- 
men, opened too late the eyes of 
the Athenians, and produced a 
fincere though .unavailing repent- 



ance. 



Of 



Of Fate oppdfed, -aitfl bait^fl ^bl&r kdn dobt*, ^$ 

And fpurn'd ^itfTampnttaus 'hbfie. The 'pdoffle ^tiPd 
Thro' Ak <brcntid ^dk, t& tnaift: thie fetat^s fetttae, 
Or clafp their panfeig ftietias : Hie "hoaiy Sht 
Snetch'a 9us time-«rembling ^ms, to 9dck thb 'flm 
Id findit cmhrarr, and wildly faultcring^cied ^9 
Be hwnsy and knotr % JGoumti^ !<^To tlfe'Gbia^ 
The warm Ubatbn ftreatn-d ; and oU to/keav'a 
Ralfed iWppltant eyes, «nd c*11M (h' «tem^Pd>IVtKt 
With unavailing prayers. The navy row'd 
Far o'er #ie Dee{>'8 trhie "bofoto, and fhte ^rittig -6dj 
Caught a laft look, and left the de£srt (here. 

YfiT mid this feene of triumf^, the 4wk fiuris 
Of dire cotnmotion fprung : For mid the FjifiW 
loaamecouB, fweUing on the StrangM-'s gs0e 9 
A group of fbttues, t»here tfat nnatt»fe bttnitlse^ 61) 
War«a from tke Sculptor^ femtong ftcoke^ wetwdidlr 
In floatiiTg tt>bes j each bi^i«ig on bis arm 
Some ftparate Mfign of imperial fway. 
O'er foaie, loc^ Youth in fttMc paftirDe iftWA 
Hod Q>Mad difhonoBr^ UkA defaced the forms 4f | 

Wi^firars nnfeemly, 6t untied their wreathe. 
Of hur^d Uwm> faeadlvng from ^ iaered ^tncT^ 



tlsii> 
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dcndiid to 'Skt f loony ik^ugbt 
Of Superftition» iipng^tfa' aMsaging bokt 
O'er their devoted heads. Prefages dire dao 

K^ to the Qoiad ^ktop-miifiag s {Death, Qin^air, 
And Jwe'iS bright iEgis, thso* the witbei iag iimbs 
That (hoots pale feari-r^YoB uQojghBiy fliott k obom'il 
To fQceieflcui^iQCi, if th' ofSaiuied Power 
Of Jufliq^. yields not to due leoient voice 6z$ 

Qf Pragrer ; if iie who cnock'^d iSti Baero^l Paiws^ 
Atones no^ vtiBb his idqRvi At onoe viie foew^^ 
A light*oar'4<^pMby Hcimfalsig o'er the waves, 
To reach the xlifltaat oavy ^ thaft ^e oam 
Who maioiTdlhe Aatues, mighjt hy ieaAb appeafe €30 
t)|bif dreams of daik fiui^ion,, bj che t>peaih 
Of withcvit^ Ebvj xBibd tO/Caiai: the mind. 

IfH^ 629, ]o. 7!i(af tie mtm who flagiHoui, aa4 ie($9vts the f«reftt 

nuMfdi &c.] It is proper to obferve cKalHrement. The Athenians wers 

heifje, that thoagh this proceeding only afiuated by Sup^rHition in this 

of the Athenian people, with regard aSairt ^ by their predpitanqr to 

to Alcibiades, is mentioned as t)(e ef- pupifh a fappofed offente, they d/s- 

feft of Superftition ; yet the Author prived themCblves of an excellent 

does not mean to vindicate him from General ; and as they abfurdly con*- 

lln^ ch^u^ of ioipiety. An atMnpt claded, that the Deity would puniib 

|o ju^yert» or to qgppfe to ridicule n£on an army the crime of an ia- 

the eft4^bli(]lie4 j:f ligiim f»f aay cpma- dividual, who might have beea tried 

Vy« h<nyevef abiiird or irr^tipp^l ^^ ^ proper tisip % the laws of £is 

(unlefs fome goo4 ^nd qaji be efipfi- coDntQr. 
tuat^ by fttch a conduct) is certainly 

TifE 
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The Power of thought on the(e perplexing fi:enea 
Long caft a ierious eye, and thus began* 

Lo jltbens riies to thy view ! Thou feeft 635 

The clime beloved of Wifdom, where improved. 
The mom of Science ripens into ihtf. 
There the faint beam that o*er th' Egyptian clime 
Shook loofely-'fluttering, pours a fteady blaze, 
Unflain'd by pailing clouds. The Perfian there, 640 
Marks his young fyftem opening on the gaze, . 
To full-pi;oportion'd fymmctry. With joy. 
Thy fons Phoenicia, in the thronging port 
Behold reviving Commerce. Ev'n the look 
Of pale Judea brightens, as the draught 645 

Unfolds Religion's beauteous form, pourtray'd 
In fairer colours, and the kindling flame. 
Waked at Devotion's flirine. No more thou vi^w'ft 

Line 640, IJc. The Perfian thire, Tftf yof /Avpfoi U9t9 wt yhvi 

&c.] The Mythology of the Athe- 'jro^vCojv^n 

mans was much more complex than A9«tFct7o/ Z«f©- • ^vK^lku fcip«T«f 

that of any other nadon ; as this «r9p«T«r« . 
ingenious people were not only daily 

finding out new I^eities for them- The Perfians, iEgyptians, and' 

felves, bat were adopting into the even the Jejvs may be faid on that 

number, the Gods of every nation account with propriety, to have ob- 

around then). Hefiod reckons no ferved their diiFerent fyflems of He- 

lefs than thirty thoufand of thefe ligion in that of the Athenians. 



in his time* 



Aufterc 
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Auftere Philofophy confined to Few : 

Lo where' (he moves, with all th' immortalnine, 650 

That fweep the lyre,, melodious ! In her eye 

The Graces languifli, and her melting voice 

Is harmony. In Plato's glowing page. 

Her ftraiti ftill vibrates to the thrilling heart 

Deep-pierced, that pafits to clafp the lovely form 655 

Of fmiling Beatity ; or in tranced furveys 

In Vifion*s vivid beam, Elyfian groves, 

The great rewards of Virtue ; and elate, 

Burfts o'er the bound of death, and hopes the fkies. 

There heav*n-bred Genius fired Pericles* foul, 660 
Beloved of Pallas, on whofe tuneful tongue 
Divine Perfuafibn pour'd her magic lay. 
Stern Juftice there to Ariftides' hand 
Configned her balance ; thro' th' illumined foul 
Of god-like Socrates, meek Wifdom (hot 665 

Her pureft ray, and to the mental hope 
Difplay'd a world to come. Themi(locle8 
Elate, from Luxury's high-arched brow, 
Snatch'd the loofe plume, and on her purple crefl:, 
That (hook on Vidory's triumphant wheel ; 6jo 

Wrote Difappointment. — ^Yet not all the arts 
That poli(h life *, not the meridian reign 
Of mild Philofophy that forms the mind j 

Vol. II. I Not 
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Not all the juft fimpUcity of taftc ; 

Nor pour'd from warUiag lutes, tbe cocUing Uy i ^75 

Nor the fweet plaioing of tbc tragic Mufa 

That thriird the cax of Pity ; nor tlj^e ticb 

Of rapid Eloquence that cuik'd alongt 

And whirl'd light Pai3aon on its headion^ wave: 

r^ thefc united gave the foul to rea^h 68q 

The Firft of Beings.— Back th' alfonifti'^ fhcp^ 

Recoil'd to earth, loft in tlic boun^Uds oiazo 

Of His perfedions ; and d^ipair'd to^ rife. 

Thence raifed to hope, from Reafon^s yielding grafp 
Bold Fancy fnatch'd the rein : on aery fchnnea 6JS5 
Intent, and icenes light- floating on th^vie.w^ 
Hence rofe her pi(Stured EfeitifiS, as E^fac, 
Or Paflion fketch'd the train. The Thuoderec fiit 
Shrined in black clouds, or belk)w'd o'er thie fieU» 

Lme 680, 1 . Not thefi umtid, &c.] tribe, gavc.credit to the;.inoft extrap 

It is not meant here to infinuate, vagant Fi£lion; and that the more 

that the light of Nature n^igjit npt iijljEjlJig^ntipart, ^rc u^at^e^^t^/^rBl 

have led the Heathens to form juft fo. full and perfedkj an id^ of the. 

conceptions of the Supreme Mind ; Creator, as we find exhibited in the 

as we have already feen tljajt fojne writiogA of I|iiptrat]Oli, StSL tbOk 

of their philofopher^ and ppets, nofe on p, 80. 1. 8i. 
fpeak with fuitable dignity of the 

natural and moral attributes of the Li^f^ $^^ pp. AtiUwidi itr, the. 

Deity. The author means only to ^^/^^ ^^c ] See cxaipples of this ia 

obferve, that the moft ignorant, Q.jU' s Mctam. pa£im[ ' 
which was by far the moft numerous 

Sx^it 
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Smit with the duft of earth : Rapine and Rage 690 
Mark'd his ^ €outfe, and M arder ftain'd bis hfa^nds. 
Hence Fury fliook htt torch; aad jtzlonfy 
Inflamed to madnefs^ rolFd her yellow eyes 
O er heav'nVoelefti&l tt^ktc From tl^ie groVcs 
Of Cyprus^ « tfee latSghter-lovitig Qi^cn, 69 j' 

The Queen ^ Luft, bigh-futning idccnfe rofci^ 
One limp'd, and one was blind ; in flaughter one 
Was bkfl; and bddiod' his horrid fteps In |^^6. 
Ev'n (he, the Power of Wifddm, from her iJiilbt 
Shook off th' ethereal ifiantle^ laid the heifti, 70Qf 

The fpear afidc^ the biack-dcfccnding pluttiCi 
And Jove*s eternal iEgis 5 call'd the Loves 
To wanton in her fifiik> and (how'd het fdrm 
All-naked, fwciiing to th' enraptured gaze, 
On Ida's fliaggy top jr-*vaki hopc,-^td gaiA 705 

The prize of Beauty from a mortal hand, - 

SudH Fancy,fketch*d the heaV*nly bo(t ) fo itep 
Plunged in the gufph of ctofihg dkfkhefs, lay 
Her wild creation.*-«'Dbes thy fetret foul 
Rejed: it or approve i Say wds a plan 71a 

So loofe, fo vanous> fo uniliaped of p^^ 
Form-d to imprefs coflvidion on tlie thought 
Of cool daiding. Reafon ?^ Stf aiys the- waflc 
Of erring Judgment to fo dark a fliorc ? 

I 2 Prompt 
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Prompt to^eply, yet cautious of oflFence, 715 

The heart's foft whifper told the flafhing glance 
Its (ilent indignation. Then the Sage 
Refumed : his look was pity, and his vdce 
Soft as the breath of Evening, when it fteals 
Along the flowery bank, bedrop'd with dew. 720 

Yet was the draught that to thy blufliing cheek 
Calls up th' indignant colour, by the Tons 
Of Science long embraced. The Pencil fhed 
Its richefl tints, fair from th' abyis of night 
To call the form celeftial 5 to defcribe 725 

The birth of Infinite ; to arm the hand 
Of Jove with thunder, and his eyes with rage. 
Nor lefs the Sculptor plied his forming art 
To fafhion Deity ; the chiffel preft 
Thro' the blue marble's fweating veins, to fliape 730 
The living bud in attitude oblcene. 
Ev'n Architedure ftretch'd her thought fublima 
To grafp the vaft defign : loofe to her view, 
Th' imperfeft forms of Grandeur fwimm'd along. 
As fweeps a meteor o'er the flafliing ikies : 735 

'Till Judgment's fteady gaze had wrought the parts " 
To fair proportion ; 'till the fimple touch 
Of magic Elegance had graced the dome, 

That^ 
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That rofe, (difgrace of Science !) to the Powers 

Of rapine, luft and flaughter. Thefe thou feed, 740 

Tho' waked to life, tho* delicate to feel 

Each finer movement of the melting foul ; 

Tho' tuned by harmony, the trembling lay 

Was unifon to Nature : tho' refined 

By fweet Philofophy's perfuafive lore ; 745 

Ev*n in their pureft ag6, by truth infpired ; 

And taught by Wifdom, in thy fimple guife 

Exalted Socrates ! — Yet prone to adl 

From fuperilitious terror.— Know the fails,. 

That late triumphant floated to the breeze 5 750 

Shall wjift yon navy to Sicilia's (hore ; 

But not to conqueft : for their better Chief, 

Young Alcibiades is doom'd to death, 

By Superftition doom'd, to fate the wifli 

Of yellow-liver'd EnV^. From its bafc, 755 

Their Dagon fallen, th' offended Power demands 

Blood for a facrifice. Led by the Few, 

The Many madden, and their fi-antic zeal. 

Quick as dry powder rufliing into flame, 

Burfts the firail mounds of reafon, juflice, law ; 760 

And whirls him to deftruftion. Yet are thefe. 

Keen, fenfible, ingdnious ; prompt to. glow 

With honeft ftiame ; and from the vulgar- herd 

Of other climes, by worth disjoined as far. 
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As from the twilight bat, th^ acrcat bird 765 

Sublime, that gazes on the dazzling fon 
With fteady ncFve, and wings the midway ahr. 

Thus duped by Fancy, erring Re^n ftfay'd 
Thro' Night's black gloom j and with uneefftatf> ftep, 
^tumbled from rock to rock. The pla& perplexed, 770 
Obfcure, that link'd on WiftJon>*s beauteous cbain, 
Paflion to Happineis, (unequal yoke !) 
And Folly to Pcrfedion.^-^Such the path 
Of thofe whooi Nature charm'd> and Tafte rdificd. 

Here paufed the Sage. Attentive I revolved 775 
The fcene in iilence, then ferede replied^ 

" Convinced by truth, th' enlightned mind no more 
•* Sufpends its full aflcnt.— I fee how weak 
" The bark of Hope, to Acm the mighty tide 
** Of (horelefs Infinite : though Reafon plie» 780 

" Along the ruffled ftream his Waving oar 5 
Or fees fliort lengths, or glimmers on the rock ; 
Or marks tl^ {hallow of a ridgy bay : 
Yet hop6\s^i^' a wider range ; repeird 
By every i*fe^^ o'er-awed. 785 

^' By opcfi^ifl^jiltjirs } or finking in the gulph 
tl Of Parkn«fiiraod C0n#ion.~-.O ! like Heaven 

*' Pro- 
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" Propitious ! frown not, if the labouring mind 

^ Is ftill pcrplcx'd 3 if yet my thoughts demand, 

" Why Wifdom infinite, whofe ways arePeace 5 790 

** Whofe plan Pcrfedion 5 to fi> lame a Guide 

" So long confign'd the helm. Why on the foul 

** Fla{h*d not immediate vifion ? He, whofe breath 

" Waked the young offspring into life 5 beheld 

" Its latent powers, knew all its reach of thought j 795 

^^ Saw it frail, various, weak, uncertain -, left 

^' To tafk unequal, and bewildered wild 

'* In Error's devious maze. Had the keen beam 

** Of Heav'n ihot radiant thro* the dufky gloom, 

'^ To point the path of Truth ; had Reaibn (haped 800 

" His early courfe by fome direfting ftar 5 

*' Ne'er had bold Fancy's daring wing cflay'd 

^* Th' unmeafured wafte unaided ; but reprefs'd, 

** Had moved refponfive to the whifper'd lore 

'* Of Judgment and of Nature. Then the ray, 805 

*' So late that lightned on th' enquiring mind 3 

" Had (hone alfke on all ; nor man complain'd 

^* Of partial favours on a part conferr'd j 

" Nor (hower'd profufe, and liberal on the whole/' 

Dubious I fpoke ; for with indignant eye 8 1 o 

The Sire beheld me s and athwart his brow 

Reproof had caft her frown. Severe he faid 

I 4 Accuse 
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Accuse not Providence; — ^to thee its ways 
Are wrapt in Darknefs ; ra(h alike thou deem'ft 
Of wifdom or injuftice— Weigh the theme 815 

Unmoved, and hear calm Thought's impartial lore. 

Long ere the hour when Heaven's meridian beam 
Burft thro* the clouds of Error, and unveiFd 
Scenes wrapt 'till then in triple night: Before 
The Voice Divine reveal'd a plan beyond 820 

The grafp of human thought ; — thou knoweft to rouze 
The flumbering race ; — to bid exalted Hope 
Eye, though remote and dim, th' unfolding dawn 
Heaven's chofen funs thro* many a diftant age 
Announced th' approaching day. Thefe held the torch 

To 

Line 82; . Announced th* approaih- the force of this evidence, and much 
ing day.] Upon reviewing the feries more, what muft be wholly fubvcr- 
of argument in this book, the au- five of it, would naturally be avoided 
thor was fenfible of a defe£l which by a Being of confummate wifdom, 
he hath here endeavoured to fupply. even tho' what might be deemed an 
— The twp great collateral evidences evil, in confcqoence of this avoid- 
by which Chriftianity is fupported ance, fiiould neccflarily take place, 
(the internal purity and excellence When therefore it is faid that man- 
of its moral inflitutions fuppofed to kind in general, were deprived for 
be out of the queftion) are un- many ages of a benefit to which the 
doubtedly thefe of Prophecy and claim of all appears to be originally 
Miracles. Taking therefore this equal ; I would reply by putting the 
truth for granted, it will clearly fol- quellion ; — What mull have been 
low ; that whatever would have an the confequence, Ihonld we fuppofe 
obvious tendency greatly to v/enken this objedlion to be fuperfcdcd ? I| 
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To reafon^s glimmering fight j and though afar 826 

Beheld, yet clearly fliew'd th' Eternal fource 

Of light and love, proclaimed Messiah's Reign. 

Foretold how wide his empire, how divine 

His works, his dodlrines how refined and pure; 830 

In life how great, each boaftful power fubdued 5 

How raifed in death triumphant o'er the tomb. 



Here on one bafe and towering fabric ! refts 
Half Revelation. Hence exploring thought 
Obferves confidence in the draught, its parts 
Combined to perfefl: union. — Down the vale. 
The darkening vale of Prophecy convey'd. 



835 



is obvioas^ that the two evidences 
formerly mentioned are annihilated 
upon this hypotheiis. In the former 
cafe, the greater part of mankind, 
for a purpofe of the higbeft utility, 
are deprived of advantages conferred 
on their fucceffors ; bat in the latter, 
in order to avoid this difadvantage, 
a revelation of the divine will, is 
fuppofed to be promulgated to 
Men deprived of the only (external) 
evidences by which the truth of any 
revelation whatever can by man 
with his prefent faculties be pro- 
perly afcertained. This reafoning 
appears to me to be decifive on the 
point in quefUon ; when we con- 
template man as a creature who ac- 



quires conviction from progreffionary 
evidence. Should it however be 
afked why either of thefe evils was 
originally permitted to take place ? 
The reply is obvious — this permif- 
fion contains no impeachment on 
the wifdom or juftice of the Deity, 
but neceiTarily arifeth from the im- 
perfedion of human nature ; in' 
order to have fuperfeded both, rea- 
fon mud either have been determined 
conftantly in its deciiions by a divine 
and irrefiftablc impulfe, or the hu- 
man nature being exalted to fome- 
thing higher, a revelation muil have 
been rendered inexpedient. Both 
thefe cafes the reader will find exa- 
mined afterwards. 

The 



122 P R V I B E N e E, iwklii 

The rapt mind wandering, efdi UttbH SbttAi 

Dim on the glirhftittiiig (hide :~The waning mooh 

Streaks &s it glidft each varying (hilpc ; but half 846 

Beheld s— tilt, gtadUiil as the muniiftg SUA 

Dilpels the niift, in fall proportion viewed. 

Swells each fair fbroi hafnranious on the ga^e^ 

It's veil retnoved, arid feels the iti^ring riiy. 

Thus in the plan revealed the pitts coHjoteed 845 
In firm coherence ftand. Seeti from the firft. 
Where on the rapt Seer's rdlUflg eye-ball fwirti 
Succeffive fceries, as Time's revolving orb 
Difplays afcertding Empires 5 or his hand 
Nigh on fome mole-hill points the chief, whofe arm 85Q 
Furrow'd the ragged eminence ; or ^ead 
Along the nations, o er its furfacc ftrow'd 
Imperial rule : — ^thus from the fource beheld 
Till on the hiftoric page we mark the fcenea 
Poartray'd at large, and in the great event 855 

I'he myftic augury fulfilled j — what proof 
Of Infpit«tion hence ! of thought Divine, 
Down the flow fall of many a lengthening age 
One glodous^ ainfi in ilgbi ! feleditig m^ans 

tine 8^48. Titnis revohing o^i^ &c,] S^c DameVs PrtfJ>tefcy, cUp. i 
Vtt. jffi, to 46. aird chaf . vfi. faj^. 

Line 850. Points the chief, &c»] Id. chap. xL 

5 To 
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To (Irike convidion on the mind ; to join 860 

In proof, the voice of diftant times, remote 
And changed in all befides, yet here the fame. 

Till then impartial, this connected chain 
Of folid argument, evincing clear 
(As wrought to flow perfection by the toil S6^ 

Of rolling ages) Heaven's infpiring ray 
Beam'd o'er the dark of nature : and though fpread 
On forms dim-eyed, thro* Timers o'erftiading veil. 
Yet glanced on truths of high import; unknown 
To Reafon*s labouring fearch, but that the Power 870 
Who fcans all nature, gave celdtiaf aid. 
Say where its force, had Heaven's great Father wiird. 
In earth's firft fcenes the foul^enlivening beam 
Tojhine alike on all? Religion then. 
One pillar loft on whofe broad bafis refts 875 

^er ftately pile; bare to th' aflault of foes 
Had ftood ; her majefty defaced : — No Seer 
Heav'n-taught, the herald of her glorious reign 
To point her future grandeur ! then the voice. 
Like that refounding on Judea's ear 8 80 

Far o'er the folemn wildernefs ; has ceafed 
From age to age, as generations roll'd 
Slow down the tide of years ; — to fwell a peat 
That waked youijg fornas yet immure, aa wrapt 

In 
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In (hades, and mantled with Oblivion's wing 885 

They flumber'd on the bed of Night, and call'd * 

On man's rapt fight the flitting fhapes to glide. 

Each beckoning to the goal !— Nor here alone 

Had Revelation failed, thus from the birth 

Of time commencing j — but the works divine, 890 

That fpoke its authors from th' Eternal fent 

To bear his great command ; or yet unheard 

Hadreach'd no end ; or known obfcured by years 

Wrought long ere Science on the gloomy rear 

Of Darknefs pour*d her rays 5 by Zeal's weak prop 895 

Deprefs'd ; or limping on the feeble crutch 

Of lame Tradition ; fay what Faith had eyed 

Thus (howri, as clear and folid proof conveyed 

Pure from alloy, though roll'd fucceffive down 

In turbid channels oft^ the purblind eye 900 

Of rapt Credulity, from fliade to (hade 

Still whirl'd in fruitlefs fearch, obfervant here 

Had caught fufpicion from fo maim'd a tale. 

But lo the Power fublime of form, defcends 
Robed in ethereal vefture ! In her van 905 

I hear the Heralds awful call : ** Prepare, 
" Ye earth-born race ; for yet the little round 
*' Of years elapfed, and Night's envolving pall, 
" Shall wrap your aims no more ! — ^the Power that glads 

'' All 
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^* All Heaven, young Beauty fmiling in her train, 910 
^« Soon comes ! Along her many-colour*d plumes 
" Sparkle the rays of Sdence ! Lo the fun, 
" The ftars, the elements oBfequious, hear 
" Her voice ! I fee the madding ocean tamed ! 
^^ The lame light leaping, and the eye*lid funk, 915 
" Robb'd of it's fringed and azure-cinftured orb 
*^ Rear'd on the dazzling fun ! Nor in a nook 
^^ Obfeure, or huddled in the dark, as (hy 
** To bear the keen and penetrating ray, 
^* Shall (land her deeds; but to the liberal air 920 
** Spread on Earth's nobleft theatres, before 
** Enlighten'd people, by the noon-day beam 
** Fair Science long illum'd: her precepts fcan'd 
*^ By calm Philofopliy's deep-fearching eye, 
" All clouds difpeird, faye v^hat involving mift 925 
^* Weak Faffion breathes from Doubt's malignant fen. 
" Thus at the hour by Him who rules fupreme 
^* Ordain'd, in angel ftate I fee defcend 
" The daughter of the ikies ! "—Yet grant that Heaven 
Submifs, to Nature's glimmering fearch had lent 930 
Internal light; that (bme fuperior Power 
Had beckoning feized weak Reafon's groping hand. 
And fhow'd the objedl of his fearch ; and clear'd 
His trembling twilight to a perfeft day : 

Then 
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Then had thy thought elate diUdtin'd taovm ^3^ 

The booQ coaferr'd ; thkic all the wofk hod boeori. 
Nor God received hii owa— Sttil if tfaaa SefdCk 
To know why man is^ fermfd h weak^ fiilaan 1 
Why not advanced » Wifijom's rifing firale 



tlate, ice] This arguoMent hath been 
explained with great force and pro- 
priety by the advocates of Christian- 
ity ; in anfwer to. the objection 
drawn from its having been (b late 
iDtroduced.^A very little attention 
to the faculties, of the human mind, 
wilt oonvince ns that this obferv»- 
tion is founded oo tnth and oa* 
tare. As the mind of man is na- 
torally prying and inquifitive; fo 
it is apt upon all occaiion8» not only 
to exult in the principles which it 
may have invented % but to carry 
its refearches fiom one fubjed to 
another ; and to conlider as poffible 
themoftabftrufefpeculations. With*- 
out the teftimony of es^eripncc wv 
ihould never have believed, that 
principles of Theology (o difkttfiX, 
from thoie which Braibb appears, 
to etlablifh, could have obtained at 
any period ; and far lefii that chefe 
ihould have been enabraoetf hj na^ 
tions remarksibly diflinguifhed for 
polilhed and cultivated manners* 
The teftimony of experience was 
therefore abfolutely neceflary to 
(how us, how far human nature^ un-. 
aifiided by Revelation, is able to 
proceed in theological difcoveries ; 
and to eilablifh a criterion by which 



we 1M7 diftrtnkflte-tMiUfc tlift re^ 
fetrcfaes of Reafon, zsA dit tnnht- 
of Infpiration. — Had a compleat 
Revtlacion of tltt <ifnb« vrilF tieeil 
exhibited at any early period 9$ the. 
world ; as the argumtet fiom ^ 
plte^ muft hate bedit gMd/wtak^ 
ened, if not wholly bfl^i ar&uidarl' 
of this nature could never have been 
&ttled<(: and t]i« ininf itAnOS^ of 
its obligations to ths SupremeBeiD^ 
wonld have arrogated to itfelf diore 
difcoveries^ wMcfi ir^a«:'n6w Mf 
fatisfied it couldtievarl^yc inveffiedi) 
— Chriftianity thert^re was nbtin^ 
tvodiiced t31 tllat pen*d, ift wMcS 
the human mind mi^t hm u> 
opportunity to know from the hifior]^ 
of fbrtttr a^jeti t&ac Ity popivenwere 
inadequate to. the difeowcKiflr of: 
Theology ; and confequently that a 
Divine tUvdktkHi'WMiaiAf^tlAblf 
neceflar/.. 

tveaki 8ic] i< e. Why Deiiy^ dii^ 
not originally confer on man ftifi- 
eient aiiiixties tcr inveftxpnr Mt 
truths, without the aidof Reve]atiot«' 
This obgeftion is bue flightTy toucEef 
here. The reader may fee it treated 
at more length in Book I. from 
1. 907, to 99K 

To 
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7o fange a widfr (vbit ; Firftderoapd, 940 

Why on the ^ar's bro^ briftly b&ek b^foow'd* 

Floats not ihe^ 4pwny 9f Hun i ^^ o^W9» 

Why tli9 bjt^ht pieacpck mid' tbo nooanddy hiazc. 

That fpreads hU ftarry plumage to the iUn ; 

Ai\4 gleams rf^kndent in the daszUng cay > 945 

Pours not thy lay Cw«i?t Philomel ; mx ma^ 

The air with lightning-(peed, and marks the earth 

A fpwk Vepeathr^Vain were. ^ fcarch? nol U& 

The H^ pjreivimptuous iJMt arraigns thy God ; 

Who gave not fbon«Mr, vrhM beftow'd, hfi4 movwJ 95Q 

Tpyr prvte Hqt qv«fti90 aU ; ^wb^ forai'd theft fifift 

A Mwu bftt wd an ^geL,«.Kiw^w 'twa? di^iJ-'d 

Beft by eternal Wi^m, } <|ial Hfip ie^Kh 

Of man qiMKk4 Q^o^ afpiine in vain 

To reacl^ ikn Firft of thiAgis thai 19 ^« msm 955 

Ctf- Fancy w.30Kfefii»^ w^ h» f^ $^rM f rf 

Far from tk' afeeoo thaA had^i tx>. tculh,^ inittfied 

By th» ^Bipt &Q>bkMV» o£ aeretiJl ihapca ^ 

By Phantoms fwimmiog ok this meotal gae^j 

'TiU Hcav'n recall'd his ftep } 'till God reveal'd 960 

Th$ ii^ o'dMi'd; by hi^. pr^umptqws pdde ; 

!^|i||btiril: th' invwlyifl^ iE)BEk thafe &Em'd its veil. 

Hence Arrogance chaftl/ed, beholds her plume 
Soil'd in the duft; henge !6L(99jfoniS^jt^g|ing ey^ 

Sedate 
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Sedate and flow th' hlfloric field furveys : s 965 

Sees Nature^s fimple Tons untaught by Art^ 

Roam o'er the violet-purpled dale^ ferene ; 

Pure as the nedar'd ftream that circling, warms 

The Peach'^s downy bofom : fees them caught 

In Pleafure's filken chain; by Virtue left; 970 

By Innocence mifled, by Vice infnared. 

Thence down the deep of long-revolving yean 
Defcends the wing flow-waving. On thy dime, 
Illumined iEgypt, his delighted gaze 
Marks the firfl: dawn of Science, heav'n-infpiired, 975 
Beam on th' enlightned path.— Piles, Bulwarks, Fanes, 
And cloudy Pyramids afcending, ftretch 
Their fpires to Heav*n. By aftronomic chains 
The fpheres are circled, and the mounting Sun, 
On Fancy's magic wheel performs his round. 980 

Yet blind to truth, the darkned mind confounds 
The Maker with his work. He leaves them pale 
And groveling low at Inftinft's hallowed fhrine. ' 

His noblefl: rites prophaned, th* indignant Power 
Averts his look ; and lo, the happy climes 985 

Of Arts, and Elegance, and poli(h'd life ; 

Line gyS, By afirowmic chains ^ &c.] This refers to the defe6Uve ijfiefl| 
of Aftronomy which obtained in thefc ages. 

* Unfold 
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Unfold their mantling groves !— the Graces fport 

Loofe on the balmy-pinion'd gale, that waves . 

Thy ftream Hyflus, where the ftiady fpires 

Of bufy Athens tremble ! Here at laft, 990 

He hopes a nobler plan, but hopes in vain. 

Innumerous, floating on the ftartled view. 

The fwarming Deities arife ! — Behind 

The Furies howl ; Luft, Rapine, Murder, Rage, 

With blood-ftain'd eyes ftride in the horrid train 995 

Deform'd^ and baleful taint the murky air. 

*' Are thefe thy Gods, O Athens ? was my voice 
(Exclaims the Power aghafl !) (Irain'd to fupport 
A fcheme that teems with Folly ?— The wild dream 
Of howling Phrenzy, forms not to the mind 1000 
Shapes more difcordant, when the dizzy head 
** Swims, and the breath of Fancy whirls the brain 1 

** Warned by my call, *tis faid the wifer Few 
**' Defpifed their country's fuperftitious rites 5 
** Nor bent at Folly's ftirine the fupple knee, 1005 
Tis juft J — but wrought they by my light convey 'd, 
A nobler fyftem then ? Did Reafon point 
The path to truth ? Ah no ! — Philofophy 
Dream'd of immortal life; but dream'd by ftarts; 

" By 

Line 1008, 9. Philofophy dream* J, of the weaknefs of the human mind 

iec] It affords a melancholy proof to reded that there are many im- 

Vol. II, K portant 
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** By ftarts awaked, and doubted.— To her fearch ibio 
** The light was feeble, and the field around 
" Was long and dark, and defolate. — She gave 



portant truths, which haye, during 
a fucceffion of ages, been firmly be- 
lieved only by ignorant and unci- 
vilized nations ; and that the powers 
of the mind in their higheft ftate of 
improvement, , are produdtive 6f 
Sceptici/m^ rather than Con*ui^ion, 
Of the truth of this obfervation, 
the prefent fubjed affords a remark- 
able inflance. We have already re- 
marked, that the belief of a Future 
State charafterifeth in one ihape or 
other all nations whatever. The 
Heathens indifcriminately had their 
Ely fi urn and Tartarus ; the Moham- 
medans have their Houris; — the 
Savages of India and America fup 
pofe that their Fathers enjoy over 
again in another world, the plea* 
fures which were moft agreeable in 
this life ;— and the ancient inhabi- 
tants of North Briton believed (if 
Gffian is to be credited,) that their 
Warriors failed on clouds, and pur- 
fued aereal deer ; an opinion which 
may afford fome confolation to a 
modernjuperannuaied Fox-hunter. — 
The philofophers of antiquity how- 
ever, who may be fuppofed to have 
examined this fubjeft with greater 
attention, exprefs themfelves much 
more dubioudy. We have already 
feen Plato expreffing his defire of 
obtaining feme Divine light with 
regard to this matter ; and we Ihall 

5 



find his follower Cicero, equally 
uncertain and fluduating in his- opi- 
nions. Me vero deledat, (fays he, 
fpeaking of a future ftate of ex- 
iflence) delude etiam fi non fit, mihi 
tamen perfuadc;ri velim. One of 
his fpeakers in the beautiful Dia* 
logue on Death, fays very ingenu- 
oufly, upon being aiked v^hether he , 
had read Plato's Phaedon ; that he 
knows not how it is ; when he read 
the book, he afifented to the reafon- 
ing, but when he laid it afide, hil 
doubts returned, Tu/cuL ^u^fi, lib.i. 
The fame author informs us, that 
the celebrated Theo|)tkrAftas com- 
plained on his death-bed, that I^a- 
ture had capricioufiy bellowed a 
long life upon Crows and Fawns, to 
whom it can be of no advantage; 
and had made Man fo ih.ort-livcd, 
to whom a longer feries of years 
would have been fo highly benefit 
cial, for compleating his refearches. 
Quaerebatur igitur ^ cum ilia vidcrc 
csepiffet, extingui^ Id, lib. iii. Wt- 
might confirm this remark by nvany 
other examples of this kind'; if 
thefc would not fwell the note tatoo. 
much length. It is fufficient to ob- 
ferve from the whole, the propriety 
with which it is faid in the Sacred 
Writings, that Life and Immortality 
are brought to Light by the GofpeK 



cc 



The 



BooeDL a P O E M. 131 

'* The palm of Hope.— Hope on his raiohow plumed> 

'* Sat wrapt in yifion, and his glittering wings 

*< EirpaiKiing reached die ikies : but Doubt behind, i o 1 5 

^* Slow dogg*d his flight, and breathed a fullen cloudy 

" That fcreen'dMts glories from his radfly view. 

r . . . ' 

" One Sage alone, with philofophic eye 
" Look*d thro* the gloona, and fpied the ruling hand 
^* Of Wifdom in h^ works 5 but from his fight .1020 
^* The Vifibn vanifii'd -, to his lips divine, 
^* By Superftition held, the poifon'd draught 
^VCcacfc'd Lifers weak firings, and fent th' unprifon'd 

mind, 
^* Half-clear*d, to know the truth his mind explored/' 

Here Reaibn fails ; his flagging wing demands 1025 
kipciior aid to raife his loofen*d plumes ; 
To form them to the flight. He marks afar^ 
Superior aid defcending ; and fubmifs 
Vfarks the long path where Revelation pours 
[ler fleady ray, and (hows new fcenes, difplayed 1030 
In rich variety s and owns the hand 
3f Wifdom'rear'd confpicuous o'er the whole. 

Thus as thine eye purfues the mighty plan ; 
rhou feeft dbe Power who calFd the kindling beam 

K 2 Of 
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Of light from Chaos; whofe high mandate reins 1035 

The wheeling winds, or on tlteir wild wings (bowers 

The balm of Health ; who bids the mountains rear; 

Their cloudy fummits, or volcanos wafte 

Their fiery fuel ; and confults in all 

Tlie good of man : — Thou feeft Him in the fchemc 1 04* 

Of moral Good, difpofing o'er the wholc^ 

One fum of Benefit ; and as it fwells 

To fair harmonious fymmetry ; thou feeft 

One glorious aim that rules, and works in all. 

PeKhaps, (thus milder fpoke the parting Sage) 1045 
Perhaps eternal Wifdom leaves immured 
In ignorance and night» the tribes that roam 
0*er regions far remote, where Nature ftiowers 
With liberal hand her treafures : From a Few, 
A favoured Few, removes the mantling veil: 1050 

That hence to Gratitude's fwect- thrilling firing 

Line 1046, Ac. Ptrhapt eternal fully convinced of the infufficicncy 

WifJtm^ &c.] Thii remark is fub- of Reafon ; fo by its being conferred 

joined in anfwer to a quellion which only upon a part, this convidion is 

may very naturally be alked; and ftill imprefled forcibly upon the 

that is, why Revealed Religion, mind ; as we fee that unaffiflcd 

iiow that it is granted to mankind,; Reafon is as unable at this period as 

Is limited to fo fmall a number of it was at any former one, to form a 

' the human fpecies. Perhaps it is confident fcheme of religious prin- 

not wholly from the purpofe to re- ciples. Our gratitude therefore, 

ply ; that a» by the late introduc- who are diftinguiflied from others, 

tion of Chriftianity, mankind were ought to be proportioned to our adr 

prepared to embrace it by being vantages* 

The 
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The heart may move refponfive j that fecured 

By living evidence, the mind may feel. 

May own its weaknefs ; taught at laft to know 

That Nature's eye unaided, hopes in vain 1055 

To reach its God j that as the circling orb 

Of Providence revolves 5 the fecret wheels 

That (hape its courfe, harmonious, tho' unfeen. 

Roll to their deftined end } though deemed by man 

Weak or excentric ; for the God within, 1060 

Works not by means to Human Pride reveal'd 5 

But filent moves to reach his great Defign. 

High on the gale afcending as he fpoke. 
The yellow cloud received him 5 and the wing 
Of Fancy glittering waved, and reacb'd the £kics. 1065 
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The ARGUMENT. 

T\ Efcrtption of the mlferus of Human Lifty and complaint of the un- 
equal dijlributions cf Reward and Punijhnunty ver. I, to 46. 
Scene of the Book to 57. Recapitulation of the two preceding books^ to 82. 
Conclufion with regard to human life^ to 90. Firjl Allegory. Difeafes 
the confequences of Intemperancij and Temptation of Opulence^ to 295. 
Men frequently miferable from obtaining their wi/hes^ to 324. The in' 
conveniencies enumerated which are attendant upon Affluence^ to 344. 
Obje^iony that this relates only to the guilty y to 356. Anfwer^ that Po- 
verty is exempted from temptationsy which are ready even to miflead a vir^ 
tuous man who is opulent y to 387. Other advantages of Poverty y to 393. 
Unreafonablenefs of challenging Providence, to 439. Complaint offuf 
fering Virtue, to 468. Second Allegory. The trial of Firtuey to you 
Remarks upon the co^tduSf of Providence y Caufes of marts diJ/atisfaSliony 
/tf 74 1 . The Allegories refumcd to y^c). The difpenfations of Providence 
vindicated in the fufferings of Virtue y by arguments drawn from the weak* 
nefs of the human mindy which is unable to judge of the extent of its own 
faculties, to 778. Frdm its miftaking in many in/lances the ruling pajjion^ 
to 793. From its temerity in judging that a powerful temptation may be 
fubduedy hecaufe a weak one hath been refijfedy /^ 818. Injujiice of ac» 
eufing the Deity y becaufe by placing a virtuous man in a low fphere of life 
he exempts him from temptation y or takes him off by death y when He fees 
him expofed to one which might be dangerous to his virtue y to 848. Rea- 
fon why Vice is profperous drawn from the two Allegories, to 906. The 
argument from a future fiate examined, /^ 923. Vindication of Providence 
from the faints in heaven, to I0I2. Wifdom perfonified, and pronouncing 
her deciftonfrom a reviezv of the whole Poem, to 1062. Conclt^on, 
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BY Time s flow-heaving tide, the works of man 
Are whelm'd; how finks beneath his wafteful fway 
The pride of Empire! glittering for a while. 
The gilded veflel fports along the ftreamy 

Fanned 



Line I. ^y Timers Jla^'hiiwing 
tide^ &c.] As we have in the two 
fonner Books endeavoured to point 
>ttt the znoft confpicaous marks of 
^efign, which appear in the for^ 
^^tion of the world and in its Go^ 
^^9mefit with refpeft to the intro- 
**^ion of Chriftianity ; the next 
^pic which falls naturally into con- 
secration in canvaffingthis fubjedl. 



relates to thofe traces of Wifdom, 
which a view of the Deity's moral 
Government fuggefls to the mind 
upon examination. The obje^ions 
which Vj^ againfl Providence, from 
the unequal didribution of Reward 
and Puniflimcnt which takes place 
at prefent, can only be entirely re- 
moved by our belief that there is 
another ilate in which a.inore per^ 
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Fanned with propitious gales : the fides arc firm, 5 

The hull capacious, and the fwelling fails 

Float to the breeze of Summer. Ah how fbon. 

Torn by the Tcmpeft's wildly-rufhing wing ; 

And foundering on the deep, it lies deform'd, 

A ftiatter'd wreck ! nor lefs on Life defcends 10 

The ftorm impetuous ; let thy filver hairs, 

Time-hallow'd Age, be witnefs ! the dim eye. 

The tottering tread, the furrow'd cheek, the hand 

Yet trembling from the blaft. Tell 3rc who tend 

The bed of death ; how o*er the helplefs race 15 

Of human vidims, ftrides the harpy foot 

Of Mifery triumphant ! while the veins 

Shrink to the Fever's fcorching breath, or feel 

Starting, the fiery dart of racking Pain, 

That writhes to agony s or loofened (hake 20 

fed DifpeDfation obtains ; and the obvioas caafes for wbidbi Crimes 
autlfor taking this for granted, only are not chaHifed in proportion to 
propofeth to enqaire, whether a their demerit, in the prefentfiate 
review of Human Life , does not of things ; and the paniihmeiit doe 
aiFord us fufHcient reafons to con- to the Bad, is apparently transfer- 
elude, that fuch a Difpenfation red to the Virtaous. He oonclndes 
does really take place ; and that from this detail, that there iTe en- 
the Supreme Being confults the dent marks of Defign in tlue pre(cat 
benefit of His creatures, by fubjedt- management of the world-: tnd 
ing them to temporary Evils. In «fter fuggefting firom th^ the pro- 
order to efledluate this end, he en- bability of Future R^tribittioii;-hc 
quires, whether Vice in fome fenfe fums up the work witk takiag a 
is not its Own punifliment, as Vir- view of it, as far as it coac^ms ^ 
tue is faid to be its own reward, happinefs of the Juft. 



even in this life. He affigns fbme 
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Before Confumption ; when her baleful Ipunge 
Drops it« green poifon on the iprings of life. 

Nor thefe alone purfue the race of man. 
Far other ills await, far other woes 
Like vultures revel on his canker'd heart. 25 

O ye who nightly langliifti o'er the tomb. 
Where fleeps thy duft, Eugenio ! Ye whofe hearts 
O'er Virtue bleed, when reeking from the fcourgc 
Of dire Oppreffion, in fome lonely cave 
She pines all defolate ! — Ye Powers that haunt 30 ' 

The vale where Genius breathes her plaint alone, 
Wild to the whiftling wind : her voice unheard, 
As airs that warble o'er the murmuring dale 
Remote, to Solitude's inchanted ear ! 
O tell, why rapt in Grandeur's floating robe; 35 

yice mounts her throne ! while trembling at the bar 
Stands Innocence appall'd ! Tell why the hand 
Of ftrutting Impudence, unlicenfed, grafps 
The palm of worth, and his indignant brow 
JLrOoks down, while meek-eyed Modefty difmay'd, 40 
Mantles her cheek in crimfon^ and retires 
To blu(h in filence ! why thy purple car, 
Higlvpluoied Ambition, bathes its rolling wheels 

In 
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In blood, and o'er pale Virtue's ftreaming corfc. 
Rapid and mad'ning, fprings to reach the goal 45 

Thus while flow-wandering o*er the purple heath 
Stray 'd my lone ftep j the melancholy mind 
Had pour'd its plaint low- whifpering, to the gale. 
That fighing foothcd its anguifti. From his noon 
The fun declined, and (looping from her iphere 50 
Sublime, the lark's loofe-whecling wing retired 
Prone to her humble couch. Around the wild 
Was bleak and pathlefs j the furrounding hills. 
High-heaving, (how'd their gleamy tops afar 5 
And roird the Plover's deeply-plaintive wail 55 

Along the founding dcfert. Soon abafli'd, 
I mark'd with timid eye, the folemn ftep 
Of Contemplation. Fancy's magic wand 
Behind him waved 5 and o'er her fwcUing limbs 
Light fwimm'd the many-colour'd robe.— A while 60 
The Sire in- filence view'd me j and began. 

r 

O'er Nature's ^mple field thy wondering mind 
Hath ken enlightned Wifdom's guiding ray 
Stream on the work ; hath mark'd her beaming eye 
Fair on the Thunder's ragged front ; her ftep 65 

Line 64, 5. Her beaming eye fair on the Tbunder^Sf &c.] Sec Book I. fiom 

1. 496. 

Line 6^^ i^c. Her ftep along the 'whirl'wiHd^ &c.] See B. L L 508, 804, 821. 

5 Along 
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Along the Whirl- wind's defolating path ; 
The deep Volcano's gleam, and thy wide wafte. 
Devouring Earthquake ! — ^To the Mountain's brow 
Thine eye hath traced her walk ; and feen her fcoop 
The River's bed, or teach the bubbling rill 70 

To fteal wild-wandering o'er the lillied dale, 
That waves its dewy mantle o'er the ftream. 

Nor left to aid weak Re^fon's fearch, her thought 
To man propitious, form'd the nobler plan. 
That gave new beauties to th' enraptured view. y^ 
Slow on the flight of Time thy mind hath feen 
Her flep attendant ; and the glorious fchen^e 
Fraught with high bounty, to perfcdion wrought ; 
Frail Nature aided; Doubt's black cloud difpell'd; 
Truth from wild Fancy's wildering maze recall'd .j 80 
And Heav'n indulgent to the hopes of man. 

While thefe fair-beaming, to the mental eye 
Difplay eternal Wifdom 5— think'ft thou then, 
In Life's perplexing fcenes her hand unfeen ? 
The doubt were impious. Let the raven fpeak 85 
Her care, as o'er the folitary wild 
He fails, and ftooping to the deftined prey, 

Line 68. To the Momtatrfs hroiOf &c.] See above from 1. 638, to 795. 
Line 73. Nor k/s to aid, &c.] B. II. pafT. 

Flutters 
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Flutters his cbon-colourcd wing.— Thy pkiit 
Be ceafed ; attend in GXenc^^ and adore I 



. HEfpoke; and fwellingy as the magic rod 90 

Of Fancy touched the trembling earth ; around^ 

A woody theatre aro(e ! the pines 

Waved their green vefture o er the (haded lawn. 

Where bloom'd fpontaneous beauty : all the tribe 

That mellow Autumn from the cloudy hill • 95 

Beholds loofe-floating. Mid the circled fields 

An eafy mount afcending, raifed its head 

High o'er the topmoft boughs i whence ta the gaze 

Delighted, all the rufliing landfldp glow'd. 

Two paths of flowery turf where art difpofed io0' 

The rich embroidery, blooming ae^ it rofe; 

Led thro* the winding foreft. One iociced 

Th' unwary ftep, that gradual fcaled the brink 

Of a deep precipice ; vvhence the weak fight, 

Dizzy with horror ! mark'd the fhaggy rock, 105 

An height immenfe ! and tottering as he g^ed 

Th' affrighted youth drop*d headlong. From the moooft 

The other fweeping (bow'd a pompous pile ; 

Whofe front tranfparent glittered to the fno. 

And fhow'd the broider'd dale. Its form difplay'd iia 

The fimple elegance of tafte. — Below 

A jange of pillars, eafy, light, fublimes 

Upheld 
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Upheld at oiice» and dignified the domes 

That o'er the fwellipg arch mijcftic kan^dii. 

Above, an aery cupola diffday'd u^ 

[ts gleanaing circle:— from th* illumined round. 

The landikip danced in ^Ir the kindHng hues 

That Fancy eyes with traaiport ■ ■ 

As all-difjolving,^ oo> th^e mount's high brow 
[ marked the fcenc luxuriant ;— -on my ear, j 20 

The lute fwectf-warbling pouc'd a melting lay 
Deep-feJjC^ th^t trembled to the wi(hiogp foul. 

Sudden^ a Ferm^ a]l>*-radtaQt^,i as di$ cloud 
That gilds A' fujdsmei: e^ flow! frpn^ the groii^ 
ftcdyanced 5 of wthning poet j' ber pinics^'d wings 125 
Elunglobie, andglittei>'4 to tht>fparkliiig.ray^ 
Al veil fair-mantlingi o er her^ofly limbs 
?low'd carelefs down ; and fwimming to the breeze, 
Heightned the ivory pdiftir.r^In her hand, 
Fhe lute of voice melodious, thro' the trees 1 30 

Low-murmuring waved ;> and. on hpr moiftned lips 
The Graces dropt ambrofia. Gradual on 
5he camp, and (how'd her charms all heav'nly fair, 
Full to th' aftonifli'd gaze : and from the gate 
iVide-opening, ruih'd her loud-exulting train. 135 
\ joyous Cribe, that thro' the mazy dance 

Harmo- 
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Harmonious fkimm'd in aery ring ; gay-robedj 

As the fair people of a vernal noon i 

That fport^ and humming ply th* aereal widg. 

One mid the circling throng fuperior trod^ .'14X) 
And claimed their homage 5 yet his cheek retained 
The fading rofe of youth, that ere its prime 
Difeafe had wither'd, as th' expanding bud^ 
Smit by pale Lightning's beauty-blafting wing 5 
Untimely droops, and quivering threats a fall, 145 
E'er Autumn's rude breath bare the leafy bough* 
Yet reeling from the feaft, his eyes announced 
Intemperate joy, though (low-corroding Care 
Sat on his front. Behind him crawl'd the ftep 
Of feeble Age ; a Sire, whofe ragged brow, . iji 
Time's gradual plough-(hare deepening as it roU'd, 
Had mark'd with furrows i and his palfied limbs 
Bent, as he tottcr'd o'er the rufUing lawn. 
The reft laugh'd loud ; Mirth with frolic Sport 
Danced on their dimpling cheek : light to the voke 155 
Of the foft lute, all-loofe they roved along. 
Where young-eyed Pleafure led their ftep 5 elate. 
And heedlefs of the road. The blooming Fair, 
Now fmiling charm'd them s now her dealing lay 
Thriird to the foul. Along the flowery path 160 

Carelefs they follow'd j till aghaft they viewed 

The 
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The headlong precipice,, and check'd their courfc 
Sudden, and ftarting, n^arkM the howling wild* 

Yet foon, the danger vanifli'd : the bleak fcene, 
Fapiiliar frowad no more. Though to the brink 165 
One came, and foundering, tumbled as he gazed -, 
Another run, flood, totter'd, reel'd, and fell ; 
Yet ftill the crowd precipitate prefs'd on, 
Fearlefs of death. Some to their bofoms clalp^d" 
The rofy-featured maid, whofe beating veins 170 

Throbb'd with foft tumult, and her downy cheek 
Glowed to the warm embrace. Some fnatch'd the cup 
Where.the wine fparkled, and with eager thirft 
QuafPd its delicious poifon. Some "retired. 
Far in the dark wood^s deep recefs, explored 175 

Its windings wild, and led the willing Fair 
To bowers ^yhere Nature weaved th' entangling (brub 
In xnazes intricate ; that fcarce the breeze 
Was heard to murmur, and the Sun's weak eye 
Look'd gj|immering thro' the gloom. 'Twa§ all a /ten? 
Offport, and frplic dance, and laughing joy « 181 

Long o'er the liliied plain I cafl ijiy eye; 
Long mark'd the crowd that roam'd delighted on : 
AUeoi^ traixTport, pity, Jove, ao^ fe^r 

Vol. II. L Work'd 
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Work'd in my bofom. Dubious as I (loodt 185 

The Sire benignant fmiled, and thus rcfunicd. 

Lo ! from thy heav*n-illumincd glance, the mift, 
That veils from mortal man, the Powers unfeen 
Who prompt to vice, is vani(h*d ! Raife thy fight 
From yon black cloud, and mark what forms appear. 

I look'd, and hovering o*er the flowery turf 19! 
Were (ccn innumerable (hapes, whofe wings 
Waved on the wind, or o'er the glittering field 
Who trod in filence. Care with lowering brow 
Slow (lalk'd, and Slander, fpeckled as the fnake 195 
That (lings th* unwary traveller, along 
The tainted earth trail'd loofe ; or born on wings 
Blue as the brimftone's gleam, in fecret (hot 
Her poifon'd arrows 5 pining Envy gnaw'd 
A blaftcd laurel, from the locks of Fame 200 

Snatch'd, as the Goddefe to her lips applied 
Her mighty trump, and fwell'd a folemn note 
To Homer's venerable n^me.— Not far 
Stood Difcord foaming. Riot double-*tonguedj 
And gleaming Frenzy, and thy yellow wing 205 

Line 202, j. SweWd a/okmn note who becaofe they cannot readi the 

to Homer* s^ &c.] This refers (as the fphere of Homer, would poll down 

intelligent reader will obferve) to this great genius to their own level, 
the mean attenipts of fome critics. 

Revenge 
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Revenge, fell fiend! (hook plagues, and thro' tha breaft 
Infufed their venom to the inmoft foul. 
O'er all, Difeafe her beauty-withering wand 
Waved high ; and heaving on the heavy air 
Her raven-pinions j bloated as flie fail'd 210 

The face of Nature. Shapelefs was her form, 
And void i the Owl's iil-omen'd eyes high-raifed. 
Speckled her front ; her noftrils breathed a cloud ; 
Pale fartiine^s fellow hand had fcoop'd her cheek i 
And a green viper form'd her forky tongue. . 215 

Her wings the rank fen's putrid fleam compofed, 
Condenfed to folid. All her form below, 
Ended in fiery bafilifks, and fnakes. 
And fcorpions dropping venom*— Slow flie moved 
Along, the troubled air ; and froni a bag, 220. 

(Wrought deep by Envy in her midnight den) 
Scatter'd the feeds of death. The fparkling bowl 
Rci^ived them now ; and now th' enfeebled corfe^ 
Lank, open, .fpent, at each unfolding pore 
Suck'd in the poifon, as it rofc decayed, 225. 

Livkl, and weak, from Pleafure's loofe embrace. 

Soon o^er each withering cheek, the baleful Power 
Had fpread unfeen her life-confuming ftain j 
Nor knew th' exuKing Youth, who qu4ff'd elate 
The draught delicious; that untimely froft 230 

L 2 Lurk'd 
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Lurk'd by the fpriAgs of life j and fccrct chiffd 
The florid blood, and mark'd him for the torbft. 

At lad with weak ftep came the trembling SftglS' 
Haggard, and (hrinking from the breeze ^-hi^ V^ite 
Was tieep, and hollow; and the loofe nerves (hook 235 
His filVer-fprinkled head. He thus btgafl.- rli ?/riF 

" O yet, while Hcav'n fufpends yojur doOf)|tf^ WKfij^ 
^' My Sons ! O ccafe to liften tothe ,k3W -1 j ^^r^ 3,; ^^^:i 
" Of Pleafure ! Death attends her for^fwtfd^^^rr.tu'^ 
'' And Peril lays the fure though fecfet^w^wr^ir znW^ 
" Hear then the words of Age: Yc*:Fatfcbt!ftg^;[nij 
*' One hoar ; yet Virtue with induJgenm^oSeeHiHJoqr • 
^ By me invites to fliun the devious mai%'r t. ^ :rx\.,.: 
" Of Error :-^Yct to crown with lengtli.<rf^daye,i5 •(. 
** With joy, with happinefs, youi' bold career * r^\m 
" She hopes! O fnatch theprofFerd boonf bertrntA) 
" E'er her ftrong arm trembnd<>uSj <jt your heads ' /• • 
** Shall launch th' avenging thunder: e^er difmay'd^ 
*' Perplexed, bewildered, wild j ydu feck the hisuu* 
" Of Peace, when Darknefs veils her lowly cot 1 250 
*' And mourn her gentle fmile for ever gone.*' ' 

. Ghief on the youth whofe bloom the mildev/dthfr 
6f fell Difeafe had ftain'd ; the words of Age 

Imprefs'd 
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Imprefs^d conviction s ftarting from hj? dreara, 

Jfc paufed a moment, dubious as he mufed, 2^g 

From Pleaiure*s flowery path to turn ftr^ne. 

With aim determined; or yet lingering, fliare^ 

Her rich repaft> and wait fpmc futiire hour. 

Him thus half^tbated, the foul-ench^ntlng Fair 
Beheld : the ruby deepen^ on her lip, 269 

Aiid keener radiance iparkled in her ^yieu 
Bare as the throM^ii^ bofom to bi3 view 
Tiipii^tiKiiii lieaved } {t\w ravpn-colour'd h^ir 
^baded its foowy wliit^) »}!4w)ie fhe fpruojg; 
Back from dw wto<Kj. The m«it]|ing veil (sJung rQun<J 
Her polifhil limbs, and /ho w'd the beauteous frame, 26^ 
Shapdl l^y (he hand of Harmony^ and robed 
By all the Graces s to^thc lawlcife glanee 
Of- youth; -that wandering o'er her countlefs charms 
JSti^-iiloftiptranijport, With a fmile that thrill'd 270 
His iiikloft icml, (he charm'd him to hor hrc : 
Thehfiriifefit, claiping to her fweJUng h?eaft 
His form high-kindliqg, with the voice of Love 
Waked the ((^feelings of the mdtipg ibuL 

What then to calm enraptured thought, avail'd 275 
Slow-judging Age ? Impatient of controul ; 
And fired to rage at Pleafure's whifper'd call ; 
The bright reverfion of his rich domains 

L 3 Glanced 
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Glanced quick on Paffion's fiery- ftreaming eye. 
And rouzed to frenzy. — By the filver hdr 280 

He dragg'd the helplefs Sire, while yet weak life 
Leap'd in his bofom ; to the fliaggy rock ! 
(The gay companions of his frolic hours 
Lent willing aid) and hurl'd him headlong down ; 
Regardlefs of his wail ! I faw his hands, 285 

His withered hands to gralp the fleady knee 
In vain extended ! heard the fuppliant voice. 
Remote, as in fome deep and hollow cave 
Howls the low wind ! and mark'd the wild eye, rdrd 
In deep unutterable woe !— ^Defpair, - 290 

Pity, and Anguifli wrung my tortured heart 
By turns, that wifli'd a dagger might avenge 
The ruffian-deed.— The Power of thought beheld 
Sedate the mix'd emotions, and began. 

Leave thou to Heav'n the wretch whofe impious 
hand 295 

Has foird the locks of venerable Age ; 
And hurl'd his Sire untimely to the tomb. , ' 

Difeafe thou feeft and Death already wait 
To feize their vidlim. On the dizzy verge 

Of 

Line 298, 9. Blfeafe ibou/ecji and from the ilifcafcs which arc incidwt 
l>eafh, &c.] As this book opens to man ; and partfy from the cala- 
with a complaint pf the mifcries to mitics of another kin4 to which hb 
which human life is cxpofed, partlj^ life is expofcd j it is replied here in 

«afwer 
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Of Time he ftands unpiticd ; and the Power 300 

Impatient o'er him waves his fweeping fey the. 

Yet wam'd, behold what danger marks the path 
Of high-brow'd Opulence ! Intemperance, 
The fruitful parent of DifeafCy behind 
Reels loofe, and filent plants- tb'xntangling fnare. 305 
Oft, when to vengeance rouzed, di' Eternal dooms 
Some wretch to mifery extreme ; He grants 
The fervent wifh > He gives th' infatiate eyfc 
To rove tranfported o'er its golden ftore 5 
The heart to fwell like Xerxes, when he viewed 310 
His hofts that wrapt th' immeafurable plain ; 

/• 

anfwer to the firft, that no ak;gu- reafonable to accufe Providence,, a» 
mcnt can lie againft Providence if it inflifted thofe difeafes as pu- 
firom this confideration, becaufe nimments, which are really the na- 
Difeafes arc generally the confe- tural confequence* of our own con- 
quences of fome fpecies of intf m- duA. 
perance. That many excellent mo- 
ral ends are efieduatedj)y thefe, is Line 306, y^. Oft tvhen to ven- 
a truth* which the experience of in* geance rouxedy &c.] This 

dividuals will not permit us to qaef- ^t . m t. 

-...'.. ^ ^ — — — Nominibus vota exaudita 
tion. Yet It is certain m general, . 

that as diflempers are entailed upon ^ 

the mod robuft cbnAitation by irre- as Juvenal phrafes it, is a truth con- 

gularity and excefs ; foperfonswho firmed by experience, and :^orda 

are originally tender and delicate, as ftrong a proof of the weaknefs 

will not only preferve conilant of the human mind, and of its iii- 

bealth, but will even retrieve a fufficiency to judge of the ways of 

broken conftitution by regularity Providence, as any that can be ad- 

;iod temperance. It is therefore un- duced. 

L 4 And 
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And triumph'd in his power. Tiius fanes the wretch, 

As whirl'd by Paffion, thro* Life's dufty field 

He burfts exulting. On the drooping head 

Of Merit, (hy to cenfure, and rcprefs'd 315 

By decent Pride from murmuring ; his rude hand 

Arreds the palm. He gains it ; and adored 

By Folly's wondering train, prefomptuous ihapes 

His courfes 'till like a canker at the roott 

The fecret riots on the vital dream, ji-^' 

Slow, but fufe-wading Fate in fileiiice ta]&e9 

Th' inevitable aim s and fpares die hand 

Of hoary Time his filver, and his k^ihe^ 

* .'».■*. . • \ 

O WE AK ! thro' PaiSon's erring glafs to view. 
What cooler thought condemns! ThinkYl thou the matt 
By birth exalted^ by the lavifh hand 32^ 

Of Fortune crown'd with hoiiout, whofe gay l|o«rd 
Dance to the melting lute's melodious lay. 
Is h?ppy ?rr-Know thy wandering fe^jch tfiiftakfes 
The (hade for fubftance. Could thy thought explore 330 
The mind within 3 what reaj ills excite 
The mental tumult ^ to the trembling gaze 
Qf Fear what Phantoms of imagined woes 
£wim tl^ro' the dark night's folemn noon, vfhtn fleep . 

..Line 314, &c. 0;/ ibe ^r-oophg i-ead, .^^c^ In anfvver to the qaeflkN^ 
pro|)orcd in the beginning, *\TeU ^jubj ihthafid of ft rutting Ifr^udenu** . 

Shakes 
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hake3 not her poppies o*er his longing eyes, 33 5' 

That roll in vain J what inward-eating care. 

^reys on his pamper'd blood ; what wiflies wild ; 

iVhat dread of future mifery j what di-eams' 

3f horror gleam athwart the fable fcroU 

Where Memory prints her records: won^ii the Icenc 34.0 

i^ake tliee to envy ? Would thy wiftiing foul 

Pant for die boon that glitters to the eye. 

But flings the heart, and poifbns all its joy f- 

'■ I nfeAD thy ftcret doubt ;-«'^ 'Tis Guiit that {liadel 

^f The hrow o£ Grandeur ^ *tis the iblefljn peal 345 

^ Of Ciw;^'w^thufider!nginthiefi^^ 

V That w^dies to quicSc idnfatipm To die (iream 

^ <)f harmlefe Ittftocctatr, no Vernon ^kitt 

^[ His front tdrific : AH is calm within, 

^ Aftd tuned to jterfba: harniony.-^Y^t Peace 35^ 

^^ May dw41 with Opdeace^ one ha|>pjr mind 

^« May c}* rejdidng its extended power 

f^ To worl^ for naan 3 exulting as it views 

^ A findlmg tribe around, fnaftch'd froni the gra^ 

3[inc344. &t. ^Tis Guilt that Jbades^ &c.^, ^ 

Etnfiffe putes ipios diri coiffcia fadi 

Mens habet attOBitos, k fardo verbcre caedit ? 

Hi font qai trepidant, k ad omnia 'fulgura pallfent, 

^«m tonat exanimes primo quo^ae munniiFe cadi. 

' Juv.^at.XWl. 

'' Of 
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355 



«• Of ruthlcfs wantr and bafking in the beam 
" Of Joy, to tranfport kindling, and to lovcJ 



Tis juft : — ^The noble mind by Fortune railed. 
And warm*d by ftrong benevolence to fpread 
Its happinefs to all ^ difplays to man 
His Maker's image. To a god-Iikc Few, 360 

Heaven gives at once the virtue, and the power ; 
Yet plants not Opulence for theic a fnar^ 
That Poverty cfcapes ? — The wretch who dragged 



Line 362, 3. Tei fUmis Mi 0}m^ 
Unce^ &c.] Though it is to be 
hoped, that the example of this 
mentioned in the Allegory will fel- 
dom or never happen ; yet it is ftill 
certain, that th^ proTpeA of pof- 
feffing large acquifitions, may fag- 
geft to the needy, the volaptuous, 
the profufe, or the avaricions part 
of mankind, defires, which never 
enter into the thought of a perfon 
in low, or even in moderate circum- 
ftances ; and methods of accompliih- 
ing thefe which reafon difapproves. 
The humorous Satyrift's remark is 
confidered by fuch men in a very 
ferious light. 

T' Afyvptw miJLiv^ jy to ^vffiw 

f/.OVOV' 

,^j%aj rt CnK^tf itavta Cot yZ' 
Frag. Menan. 



-Fcfbre therefore any indiviAial 
prefumes to blame Prevjdcnce fcr 
not having placed him in fiidi a 
iituation as his ambilkm afptK^o; 
he ought to confider, whether or 
not foch an ima^nary benefit ^it 
was conferred upon him) woiri^JWC 
be produdive of greater miichief ta 
himfelf and to fociety, than dw ab- 
fence of it can pofflbly be of p^kht 
ivil to either. But as it is fcsrce 
poflible that fnch an enquiry can be 
conduced with p€rf§a imfarHdi^t 
he will probably find examples 
within the circle of his acqaainfeuKie 
fuiEcient to convince him, that 
AlHuence cannot confer Felicity; 
and that an unexp^dted flow ^ of 
Profperity in mbft inflances, al^ 
the whole chara^r ; andfiibAitates 
Pride„ Prefumption, and Petulaoce, 
in the place of Humilit)', Modefty, 
and that amiable Diffiden<;j;, which 
is commonly characieriftic of merit. 



His 
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His Sire relcntlefs to the tomb ; — Say, rofe^ 

No. boiling paflion in his rankled heart ? 365 

Felt not his tortured breaft the venom'd fting 

Of keen Impatience ? Flamed not to his eye 

Gold, titles, honour ; all the tinfcl-fhow. 

That on the fullen front of Avarice wakes 

A gloomy fmile, and bids his little thought 370 

Receive a gleam of joy. — ^From thefe fecure. 

Lives not untutor'd Indigence at eafe ? 

And fleals unfeen along the vale of Life, 

Calm, peaceful, (helter'd from the ftormyblaft 

That {hakes Ambition's plume, that wrecks the hop^ 

The quiet of mankind ? What though to thefe . 376 

The means are fcanty ? — ^0*er the roughned cheek 

Health iheds her bloom : their finews knit by toil, 

Robuft and firm fupport th' allotted weight ; 

And gradual loofed by long-revolving years, 380 

Refign their charge, untainted by the feeds ' 

Of lurking Death flow thro' the form di6Fufed 

From meals that Nature naufeates, from the cup 

Hoc sS^* From mals, &c.] The Infcription on Sardanapalus, the laft 
Aflyrian Monarch, is pregnant with inftra^on to this pnrpofe. 

T«pxo^froif yLi^u<n. ^ctyop]i cot }i}i< orir^K* 
Tfltt/T* sp^« #0-' ilXadoVf JC^ ip^ikl.'ffdL, x) fA^Jit 7bja>v 

Chryfip. ap, Athxn. L. VIII. 

Where 



156 P R O V I D E7N G E, Book IIIi 

Where the wine laughs^ and on the maiding cheek - 
Kindles a tranfient blufh s but works djieafe^ 3^5 

And fhades the temples with untimely faow^ ^^ ,: 

Live thefe unknown within a narrower ipkcire. 
Where plumed Ambition treads not ?<^f thett'|i6pes> * 
Leis ardent, point toot to ibme daztdkig oim^i - ^^ .:^ '/u . 
Their Fears, tre fewer: if liieir power tdiprcad-^-;^^ 
The ftream of HtppiadS^ o'or all aroundy*^ .,ic:-.ji[^^(i 
Suits not, BenQvdbice» tby ittundlds^wili-i^ .iJi^r:*: 
Yet le(s^ 5^et weaker dro the: tempting ihaits^ ^^^ir dr 
That lead t» Vice« The ntto ^h04!ym>YfffSil^ ^^^' 
Superior power, or inly-murmuriog feel« 

Indigoancpaffioo,:;t8hcra«tksthemeatu* - ""^^^i^j 

The weak, the bad, «3 Fornme's g^dij^'wiMtt!^^^^^ ^'* 

High raifed; who fees tibue MiferVlMiiirtW^^iHi^ ^^^^. 

Locked fail, SuTpieioh fcowtiBg'on^ttK^d^^ ^^^^w T. 

Who marks the yotinglHeir joyous ^na^^hfc4dtfiil|I ' 

That wr^ps his Father's bom»; wth'«Ajger^MM| f]^$ 

Devour the {hinin^ ijiammoOb An^difp^'^^^-'*' iP-'-i- 

. i . . . ' "^ . 

line 387.] Cur igitor DiTitke fer^if rebss egey, -qvan «iffihv« 

defiderentar ? aot nbi Paapmas Nam ]gittii'i|n<»biltolk,ii6tJihilii&. 

beatos eiTe non iinit ? Signb cr.edo, tas, aqt Ctuill.p9pa]siu ofl^i^ ft* 

tabulis, ladis. Si quis eft qui his pientem beatQm efle prohibebit ?— - 

dele£tetur, nonne melias tenues Vide f^t plus' COnuDendaUO in vol- 

homines fruuntur, quam itli qui his gus, & hacc quae ezpetitur glorii^ 

abundant f — Quotidie nos ipfa Na- moldliae habeat qaam Yoluptatis. 

tura admonet qujin paucis, quam Ty/cuL ^^rft, lib. Y» * - ' ' 

The 
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The durt: Iong-heap*d tOv^H the ruihing winds :i 

Then mute ^ jtenfive pkos ideil fcbcmes 

Of generou*'bot!«ifyr calls the flittiiig Ix^ 

From Famine's throbbing lip, or ftrips the raggs 405 

From 3Poyeity'^*£brank ^^ack ?— tbca fccret Wimcs 

The d^jptfedaf CSotfs unfathomVl wij^ to man ; 

Knows not. hiiliiyf i^:know»tidt that like the ice - 

On ZenotlaVwiirtrj^rodss, the Paffibns i^ 

By the chill Mall of PehiJiywotikJlhaW 41^ 

Before the Sdttfe^effiflgcnce, breaming wide 

With genial waitathr -and^froiaijthe loofcned foi^ 

Swdl^g tbtf fyois-'notis^weeds tkaClurk'd Unfeen. 

> Then en? thy ^mtqd^ though fnhing in the (hade *; 
Of indfg^io^,, oftas it eyes the tl'ain^ , ^.r^ 

Ifet b^Hfcfc fiimnter iftfeSs in tbd ray^ \ . 

Of wdrm Prpfperi^ ;r^^rf<ttgn the^opm 
Of E^'o 'virkh juftice^ firft inipatiial, Cam 
Eacji Paj^fffh Vari0usrpowerv> Say wheinwarfi joy 
Matte; wfaen^Pleiirtirt^'sgendeiifi^^ 420 

Thy yielding heart i when high Aa^itionrear'd 
Mer ]^^ij(^^^^ ^iow'd tbe goal 

In %hl'^^iviiia«'paffioA8^e}fe unfcnov^n^ infpmad 
Thajtilpir^^^^ liiaught ! * The ktcnt :fpairk$ - 

Of Priile, by mildews damp'd, c«r f«nk in fhadc, 425 
Tdfho\v tli^y tower'd in flame ! How from his bed, • 
' ^ Though 
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Though wrapt in tripk midnight; yet awaked 

Low-thoughted Avarice arofe ! The Wi(h 

With world unfated ; the prefumptuous Hope 

Dizzy with height, that fcans each flitting form 430 

Impatient of controul >— thefe if thou knewft ;— 

Be heaven then bleft, that in the vale of life 

Kept thee unfeen, but innocent; that gave 

No fphere to paflions whofe impetuous fweep 

Had wreck'd thy little bark ; denied the glare^ 435 

But gave the calm of pleafure ; and remote 

From fcenes of tumult, with the hand that fpread 

The ravens liberal board provides for thine* 

" Ah yet, (the pcnfive decply-mufing mind 
Thus told its weak plaint to the murmuring tongue) , 
^* Ah yet, what numbers tread the chearlefs haunt 441 
** Of pining Anguifli ! whom the voicfc of Mirth 
** Soothes not in all the long- revolving hours 
" That roll in. flow liicceflion ! — What a train 
** Of mourners fee their laft weak twig of Hope . 445 
** Broke fliort; and wandering figh without a Friend ; 
•* To ftill the plaint of woe, to pour <he balm 
'^ Of healing comfort on the rankling wound ! 
*' Avails it ought to thefc, that Virtue walks 
•* Calm in the Iblitary cell? Avails 
" Her voice faint- whifpering, wbcn the infant looks 
•* Pale-to the Mother*s forrow-^ftreaming eyes 451 

2 •• With 
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*' With eager expeflation ? when the wail 

** Of helplefs Innocence, weakj dying,, wild, 

** Thrills to the heart's crack'd firings ? What tho' the 

** thought 
*' To noble fentiment expands ? The mind, 455 

** Tho* trained to virtue, every worthy deed 
'* Exalts its kindling powers ; and all the man 
" Pants with defire to fpread the mighty ftream 
" Of happinefe around him ? Say what boon, 
*• What good rewards his virtue ? Arc the means 460 
** Conferred, to reach his glorious end ? Is Power 
Rent from OpprefEon's grafp, and to his hand 
Confign'd ; that hence Society may blefi 
The generous Mafter ; that the piercing plaint 
Of Woe may ceafe, and Indigence relieved, ' 465 
*' Stand fmiling at his thre(hold ? Is it thus 
*^ That Heav n overlooks, and Wifdom rules the whole ^T 

Not always, (thus the Sire rqoin'd) reward 
Awaits a virtuous deed ; nor God bcftows. 
Nor maadeferves it : — ^Yet th' Eternal t/orks 470 
To noble ends.~He (poke, and turned his eye 
Where Fancy flood. The Goddefs to his look 
Oblequious waved her wand, and all the fcene 
Was changed, and filent Wonder lock'd my tongue. 

For 
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For lo 1 rcfponfive to her will j the woocj 475 

before me opining wide» difclofed a bleak, 
And tracklefs defart ; where the birds of Night 
Shrill-fcreaming pour'dtbe melancholy wail:} 
Or dimly.hovering plied the boding wing, • 

Slow froni the mounfs high fummit, whence the 
fccne 480 

Had glpw'd around mej the fupcrior Power . 
Led to the Solitary wafte« Behind, . 
I pafled dqeSed ; thro* my chilling veia% 
Dark Horror quivering (hook the ilackned ]nnec. 
Quick from the wild wafte's gloomy face I turned 485 
My eyes yiFkh joy to mark the balmy groyes^ 
The wood*s 4eq> umbragCi and the glitteriog domeSi 
Whcrfe Natwre ithowcr'd luxuriance. But the fcenp 
Was barr'd from human ftep. Where the green wood 
But late bai opened,- and its utmoft bound ,4^^ 

Join d to the defart : thro* the hollowed grouadj 
BcQgd, dei^, ;aod billowy, burft a turbid ftrcaq* . ; 
With torrffDt^rore ; and m its rapid tide^ 
Light wbirlVl the moumain's fturdyfoos, tfcc ?oc|c,,. 
In brokea fragniu^nlis ; and the feeble moui)ds ; 49f 
Of Art's ^egfe(ftcd labour.— Inly pain'd, ' . 
1 traced the Sire's flow foot-ftep; and beheld 

z Far 
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Far in the gloomy wafte, one lonely eot| 
Screened from the buftling din of bufy man j 
Where Beauty fmiled not^ and the BbJk's wild wing 5AQ 
Bore not die City's bum* The rough be^h form'd 
Its fimple roof; the dark^o'er(hading piney 
Behind, by Toil's aiUdaous hand arrangfeds ' 
Mellowed the chill Baft's nipping breath, and checked 
The Tempeft's fwellipg vdce that wbiftled thro'. 505 
Before, a cafement gave the trembling b^m, 
That dinily glimmer'd o^er the channel'd floor ; 
But fhow'd a cultured fields by Induftry 
Manuced> iu:id waving to th' aotamn^l gajicf^ 

A GLEAM of j<^ o'crfpread the pladd mind ; 5 ro 
Pleaiii»i, as it niark'd rude Laboai^s iinewy band 
Triumph o*cr Nature's roughnefs, .wid diffufe 
Thy fmile, fair Plenty, o'er the pathfefe vwld. 

Twos ipQthed I eyed the field j :whcn to the plain 
Walk'd out ^e Shepherd from his fimpie cheer 5 515 
And call'd bis flock, that bleating as they ranged. 
Sought th9 W9xm ihelter of a neig^ouring fold. 
To eaie their weary Kmhs. In his mild eye 
Beam'd heart-felt Innocence ; icrcne he raiied 
V&^ look to Hea^r'o, unconfcious of the crkrc, £io 
That points R^^on's qiuvec'd fhaft w«b (tings 

Vofc. II. M Severe, 
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Severe, and aims them at the guihy heart. 
Vigorous he trod, as in the prime of years. 
When Life's gay fpring refigns the fporting youth 
To firmer manhood ; and the bloom of Health, 525 
Frefti as the Morning's filver fprinkled robe. 
Swells on his mellow cheek. With eafy ftep 
He pafs'd deep-mufing, where the ruftling boughs 
Light-wavering, o'er the yellow- fringed green 
Shook the loofe radiance of the weftern ray. . * 530 
A pipe, melodious as the melting note 
Of warbling Philomel, prefs'd by his lips, . 
Then pour d its fweet breath on the wings of Eve 
Harmonious. From the many-colour'd Choir 
Gay-glittering, ftream'd the emulating lay, 535 

Sweird in a thoufand quivering throats; the drains 
To heav'n afcending, as the general voice 
Of Nature, rifing in the hymn of praife. 

RouzED by the fong, around the fmiling Swain 
Were ranged an happy Family. His wife, * 54^ 

Fair as the rofe, when firft the blufliing Spring 
Sprinkles its balmy leaf with moift'ning dew ; 
Sat near him, decent in the rural robe 
Of native Elegance i no floating lawn, 
Refined by ftudy, and the ceafelefs care 545 

Of Luxury high -pampered, o'er her form ' ' 

- Wanton'4 
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Wanton'd in aery folds : her fimple drefs. 

By artlefs Modeftytiefign'd, improved ' 

The gifts of Nature. Carelefs on her knee 

An infant play'd, and wondering eyed with fmiles 550 

The'ftrangers warbling from th* aereal bough. 

And eager join'd refponfive. To her breaft. 

She clafp'd the boy in extacy of thought. 

And kifs'd his little cheek, . The pthers danced 

Elate and emulous around their Sire. 555 

By thcfc fecure of happincfs, no joy. 
Was fought, that warms the. beating heart, or wakes . 
The foul to tranfport, — In the. lonely wild 
Where mufing Solitude refides ; her cell 
Oft whifpering, echoes to the gentle voice 566. 

Of Peace, and glitters to her filver ray. ^ ,i 

His pipe untuned, the Sire with gladned heart 
Arofe to range the defart, and indulge 
The calm of placid thought. — Not far he Wiilk'd, 
yS^hen feebly-founding thro' the vvhiftling boughs ^6^ 
Was heard weak Sorrow's dying moan, that funk 
In hollow murmurs on the ftartled ear. 
Abrupt, the Shepherd to the trembling note 
Turn'd quick 5 Compaflion touch'd the feeling heart. 
And gave her mild beam to the pitying eye. 570 

M 2 At 
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At laft arrived, 4ii6 Mgcr^fetrdiing *^w 

Saw where di(honour*4 (oa the f^tcdid ^rtk. 

Pale, faint, and^reiitUifigiaclie grofpcf deaths 

Wii$ kid a hdl^e&'yi£^< '^e rade band 

Of wafting ffiikry 4m4 fhrudk '4iis vc&b6 s 575 

And in the botiow of ihk livid dicek 

Sat Famine pi^unsd« Scmg^ng as f^ heard 

The tread>of humaii ^sat s his heafvy qm 

Ji;^ heaved ; his voice low«4iiiilt^f)g in a graaft 

Its purpofed word -, furrounding darknefs veiled 580 

His fight ; and {bJMpmgimiQ^/dgc of Boatb, 

He^dakxfiioiaiQci^ iSoft firann «be gcQ^, 

(Each gentler lediog iof ithtf ibul -awal^) 

The Shepherd r^iMed iitni «itidi paMoCd x^e s 

Aq4 bore him tender, iwiiore the &efliar ffic 56 ji 

Recaird the weak}y«fiittkig piil^ aad^^ped 

To life the leaden eyelid.— At his call, 

Difpafedbful witli ^^liduoue eare -Chey breu^ 

A cordial balm, th»t 4o hk Mps applied, 

Quencb'd o*«rtaslbFai leftored) l^danyny dew 590 

Of Pea^^ and braced witk ftmig^i <b€ giowing Unix. 

The man rekindling, as from fome w3di dream 
The foul ftarts fudden, and tranfported, fees 
Tlie iicadlong precipice difiblve : with joy 
Beheld around the tribe of bufy £iends S9S 

Bene- 
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Benevolent 3 and call'd the Stranger's God 
Ta blefs their bbbors* i on tfcjir littlb fid* 
To (hower propitioue-ploift}/;;^ smi eoifinidnii* 
Sweet Peace to tend dieir oodJisigBa^-— '' Not to> ehe>) 
(Replied the Siri fedate) lAiy fervdi)lr prayer 6^ 

Bdbngfi s ibr Virtue bids th^ ixukkg, tbbtigbt 
Reward a "Worthy deedj l^cKik tcHfctf Pa^tf>^ 
Who from hi& ferapl^circledr &ron<^9 beyorfd 
The keo^ of Iiumanf glanee ^ wttlf willing eMr 
Stoops^ to the plaint df Atig^ifii v Be thy vov^ 60]$ 
By Himatc^rteds be thy Kfc feftapeft, 
To blefs thy fri^ds^i to heal with luiieot^ telod 
^^ The wounded hedrt ; to bid ^ ileedy rifo ; * * 
*' And cloath in- mantling; fnsAeS'tbe^ cheek of Woe/^ 

Line 601, 2. Fintii iidt tF ixul- is rewarded in the aoipleft manner, 

{iiffidency of Virtae' ki- de ibnie ferfoTXE^ iv enjoys for one ftngfe 

which is here aligned to it, may a^on of his life, a fer^ual/tmrce 

he cbhfidSn>6d as' coUfbh^^t- to*A6 ^jfle^fSr^sh bfceh as K^pgXOm cWi 

dibbles fSfAtion. As it h the lU^r it.« Ytv if we* extend the idea^of 

toral confeqaence of fome vices to Felicity a little further, and include 

entail <&eifes on the l)My; ^-^f ut^' it^ tlkife oMier a^¥ta^ 

alU t&gf^paiA t&the-iiitnd-apdir >thich sir6" coihmonly aild^jufUy in*, 

refledion ; fo a good a6iion in fome eluded in it in the'general eilima- 

l!M{\ir^t€^Msitkit hf^'pi^-* tibn"; We^W^ktdthat^tiH^^ alone 

iiire with which at ewry p€rio6 of ir£ip frOsik beifi$ fubferrienf to ail 

life it is contemplated by the mind, the purpoies which it is fuppofed 

In fome fetlf^'i'ildaed- it m^ bef {sS^ i& ^tbiAp\i(hvtlAi t^lAz ri^rfmsty 

that a bene^lent^de^Cexdttdihgk hohofHtJ^, v/ho Wnovhupfij*' 
every confideration of a future ftate) 

M ? lis 



i66 PROVIDENCE, Book III. 

He faid: and inly-fmiling, as the fcene 610 

Rofe to delighted memory : humane, 
Led to his cottage. As they walk'd, his gueft 
Informed, elate of heart, that from his home 
Wide-wandering, o'er the pathlefs wafte he ftray'd; 
Norlook'd for fhelter, till his weary limbs 615 

Claim'd the repofing pillow. All around. 
Then roird his wifhing eyes; but nought was feen, 
Save the grey cloud that touched the diftant hills ; 
And wilds of chearlefs Solitude. Pcrplex'd, 
With bufy care his long-protra<5ted fearcb 620 

Explored a path ; but all his fearch was vain. 
Then defolate of heart, he flood alone, 
All helplefs. O'er his feeble frame diftiird 
The reeking nioifturej and the tears of Woe 
Stain'd his wan cheek. Afar the gleaming trees 625 
Were ken. His weak limbs dragg'd their weight along 
Tottering : and reached the diftant haunt ; and funk 
Opprefs'd : his voice ftiort- panting, heaved a groan j 
Then faintly quiver'd. — ** 'Twas the hand of God 
f' That led thee to the fpot ; 'twas He who vvaked 630 
** The figh of Pity in thy gentle heart -, • 

*' And fent thee angel-like to fpeak the Power 
f^ Who fills the defart as the haunt of man/*- 

Thus 
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Thus talking, to the fylvan bower they came: 
Then to his family the fwain confign'd 635 

HI3 charge, to tafte of hofpitable rites, 
And (hare refrefliing fleep. His eveniii^g walk' 
Refumed, he wander'd onward, where the tree§ 
Disjoined the liandfkip from the barren wild* 

As to fome fimple fwain, whole happy days 640 
Had ftole ferene in innocence 5 by chance 
Some treafure hoarded in the rock's cleft fidp 
Juft peeps ; the ragged ftones withhold his hand 
That grafps to reach it : bis devouring gaze 
Gleanis on the pile ; his bufy. fancy forms * 645 

Gay dreams of Grandeur, happinefs till now 
Unknown, unfought -, his murmuring mbd repines j 
He works impatient, and indignant fpurns 
His former ftate, poor, abjed, mean, defpifed. 
So fared the thought- wrapt fwain. Awhile he mark'4 
The gay-robed villa floating to the breeze 651 

In loofenM luxury ; the aery mount, 
The pile gay glimmering thro! the viftoed groves, 
Or downward glittering in the headbng ftream. 
Then nearer to his fight the fporting train 655 

Appear'd 5 fweet mufic rapt his wifhing foul ; 
His bipod danced lightly, and his buttling thoughts 

M 4 Swiai'd 
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Swim'd on the maze of Harmony. Awhile 
He eyed the icent perpIexM, and thus began. 

^^ Ah ! what to gain bright PleaTore's genial fmila 
♦* Ayails the pride of Virtue ? Rough and hard, 66 1 
** Amidfl: entangling thorns her rugged road 
^' Lies pathlefi* Labour is the en?ied meed 
** Her hand confers ; and near her Poverty 
^ Sits (hivcring. Dark are Hcav'n^s myfieriout ways. 
^'-^Yet whence this paufe ?— ^Yon coofing fliadca invHo 
** My ftep ; tb tuan's afEduous toil, the pakn 
♦♦ Of Happinefe is yielded. Indolence 
^* O erlooks the mark ; and fleepy dreams of blifi, 
*^ When Reafon calls to adion. Lives uot Peace, 67* 
** Reigns not fair Virtue, m thefc happy groret ? 
^* She rdgns \ 'tis bigot fear that frotia her train 
** Would chafe the PleafureSt SIiouM my fearch he 

♦^ crowned 
^^ With conqucft ; riches, honour^ power cdnfcrr'd ; 
^* The Stranger's lips (hall bjds nse, ShtJuW I falh 
♦* To dare is noble,— Let m$ try.''*-^— 'He ^ke^ 
And plungedl amid the flxeam, and (temm'd to tide 
With netvonsr arm. Light o'er die iWrfling W*«K 
Awhile be falK trrumphant. On his view, 
puch moinent widening breaks lb* feea!U<eousf€#n# 69c^ 
Vv'^th hfcightncd pomp j and now its^ fpi^y bank 

Perfume? 
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Perfumes the whifpaimg' galc^ Tkc pc6|d8: potir ^ 
Thro' the dark Vfo&Ai and to his Ardent ga2e 
Tcmng Pleafare radknt ad the ftar tdEtt 
Extends a golden circlet But the tide 6t^ 

Breaks a'er him;^ and the rough &on^ nigged fi^ef 
RoU'd down the current, tear his fhatter'd limbs, 
Or check h<^ meditated cmtk^ or tmiv 
Hii aim abrupt^; and now bis dizzy brain 
[ Whotk, tbra' hh nofttiUcbirtsthcilafhing dream : 699 
He pants hy fm^. and fisorthig gat^ for air ! 
Then whkis, and finks precipitate* The wa/¥et 
Clofe round him. Snatched at once from life, from joy; 
From fwwt domeftic cpim ; from his honaei: 
Where the weak infaiti round a \Vido^^s neck 6^ 
Clafp'd its yoimg; arms ; afar the Father lafy 
In Deadi's cdd graip. The thrbbblhg heart that thrift'd 
Humane, to Mifery'si deipoiidtng wail ^ 
Forgot each gentler feeling j and his eyes 
Wiaptin^ dark (hade, w^rddofed to wake no more;^ 

Are thefe, Benevokiace^ the great rewards ywt. 
Of noble deeds ? thtis game th' expanded, hears 
That pants fer. others gdod^ the gtfneroos aiti^ 
By god^like Piety barfpired % nor dafti'd 
By Reaibn;'^ cbctl refe^rch fh^ weighs the; mean?? 79rf 
Stands Dea^^s grim (tontftA in the ru^d porek 

Where 
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Where Virtue leads her fens, in aft to pierce 

The breaft that melts to fympathetic woe : 

While Vice ftalks flow, and with contemptuous leer 

At eafe beholds them ?— From the thought of man 710 

How deeply fcreen'd are Heav'n's unfathom'd ways ! 

Thus wildly-wavering, roU'd the dubious mind : . 
From thought to thought, uncertain where its fearch 
Should end. Yet from my lips, no whifper'd plaint 
Told its weak muttering. ; But Attention rapt 715 
The liflening ear, when thus the Sage refumed. 

Say weeps not pity o'er yon mournful fcene 
In foftned anguifti ? Let the copious ftream •: 
Burft from thy feeling heart. The manly tear 
Belongs to virtue. Be the wretch accurfcd^ 720 

Whofe bofom melts not to another's wo^. 

Yet know, what man's falfe guefs miftakes for ill, 
In God's unbounded plan, promotes the good 
Of All; and as of All, the feparate Wife . ' * • t \ . 
Of Individuals. As the man whofe thought' 725 
Explores with deep defign the fecret fprings -. 
That work the heart j can cooly trace the Caufe, 
While Folly wonders on th' Effeft i and light, 
SHims the fmooth ^ace of Life^; deceitful flream : 

5q 
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So God,' whefe inftant glance furveys a JVhole^ 
Where human Wifdom to one link confined, 
Glimmers ; with boundlefs reach adjufts the means 
To boundlefs knowledge. Hence the wildering maze 
Where Reafon gropes in darknefs. Hence the tear 
On Pity's kindling cheek, that (peaks the man, 735 
Tho' weak, yet virtucus ; noble in the deed 
That marks his imperfeftion. As a nian^ 



Line 732, 3. With houndhfs reach ^ 
&c.]' Thus Ariftotie fays of the 
Divine Mind, khha, T,i\^ tiv to ^vo- 
ToLJoif TO iJ.ijdL pACuiVtif. ^ etirM/if 

^f, ftK^TSp StlJAKlt ^pCOffi¥ Oi UiyOL' 

Aft)1«po/ <tiA [JLtetf Gpyctvov ^tfolifp/- 

fL-Tt^iKau'Aii^ De Mun. This de- 
fcripdgn of the Deity is confor- 
mable to what is faid of Him 
.in the facred writings. Cicero 
appears to have had it in his 
.pye, when he fays, Nep verp Deus 
ipfe qui intelligitur a nobis; alio 
modo intelligi poteft; nifi Mens 
foluu quaedam, & libera; (egre- 
gata ab omne concretione mortali ; 
omnia fentiens, Sc movens, &c. 
Tufc. ^uaft, lib. i. It is proper to 
obferve here, that the author oug])t 
not to be miflaken, as if in thi^, 
and in fome other parts of the work, 
he intended to depreciate human 
reafon below its |>ro|)er value ; and 



to reprefent it as inadequate to pur- 
pofes which it is able to effeduate. 
the preceding, and fome other quo- 
tation s from the Ancients, are in* 
ferted principally to (how, that PhJ- 
lofophers who were led by the light 
of Nature, conceived jufl ideas of 
the Supreme Being, both as to his 
natural and moral attributes. We 
mean therefore only to fay, that 
this faculty, like a fine telefcope, 
Ihows the compleat proportions of 
every objedl which is placed within 
its fphere ; but when it is employed 
to furvey fuch as are too complicated 
of texture, or too diflant in their 
pofition; it reprefents thefe ob^ 
fcurely, and giv^s the eye no iuft 
idea of their nature or dimenfions* 

Line 736, 7. • Though weak yet 
'virtiMus.'] -Weak in this inftance, 
becaufe perhaps he is lamentii^ as 
an evil, what ought really to be 
confidered fs an advantage: and 
yirtuous 

i He 
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Ho-feels^ he weeps^ wbece the Superior Power « 

Would triui»ph ; Sboi^ he fmile^ his fmSe werti moic^ 

Or lefe than horaacw Yet be Reatiba cool, 74^ 

While Paffion melts*^ Thou^ faw'ft a jpyouHs tr^^. 

Gay Pleaiure's aeiy fons^ amid the grove 

Loofe-wandering : Nature ihower'd her richeft ^ila 

To blefs with new delight each circUng. hour. 

Thou faw'ft a wretch yet reeking, with the blood 745 

Of Age ; a Fatber*s blood : thou faw'ft him left 

CdreUiSy to riot in' his wealth ; the crime 

fif iMtt'ir ntt^n^htd s fwfe where Confdeilc^ OSngs 

Idle guilty hourt^ or what the JEerj^ breath 

Of fctirtiiflg Fever kiwdtes in the vcinis, 750 



Tirttious at Ac fzrA€ Gthe, h6tiXiik firaifty of huiftaii natiitt wUdi ii 

tHis amiable ttefiAg ii in Him' cdfff- Ui^abl^ €6 t\r^€ xtaeout cot^ttpM- 

ti^itiMc, Th^eh inll^d rom>5- €ei i huris di^pfy affb^dwHSritti- 

t^el aii hijgH d^^e of Virtue dlf- ciddms W&kK to* a So];s^of Seiiig 

cdvWed' iinr die^ (^pprdflbn df piiey. who was csipaMt to fee ftfrt&er iatt) 

ril^ X^il^il; ar^tl inftatnee of the* htwitf, wtiUld riferd^ M(ftn« Itt 

f^ifid^itf<f j^f^rArdmi of ^n^; <fxttlcatiotf atfd tAtoifh. 
f^S AaTvrttett Aik kero vm irtplo^ 

red in tKc-mott p'^cMitd-miiWet'tb^ £iiic'f4-^, 49. Smtn^im dofii- 

cdiitSnue W5ith OidS5, ^cejfiiigs, tiC^ tlitffe' weHfe Ai^ 

^ii • mnto mortPf . I ^ ^^'^^' ifife»ttoi«d aa^ die* iRmmd 

!l'r!Lr ^^""^ <roiff^<fc<res6fVi^,fli»«ffd^a 

^ iftKhfto tier dirt* df efre* qucttiiii. Sdfe 

iinc 73^, 39. JSJ w^iJ/^ nuBeri p. iS^V*336,tA. 
the fu0rior ?W/r, &c. J from tfie 



Book in; A POEM. 



m 



Iv Fmmtf siow ^l\ tiiou fyw^ft ^$k€. 
Trained to. roy^ wot^ V^tcSaom^ tolhetoil 
Of hardy VirfiM s ytt ^ feeUog foul 
Thriird to l!he platint of helplefs ^roe < 4ie tear 
Of Anguifh ceafed before bioi. Age wm tf&kdp 755 
Refpeftcd, faveur'd, and its prayer prefer/'d. 
In vain !— Yon ftreem has whelmed hkh, and hts eym 
Are elded for ever.-^Ait then pierced ?— -Attend* 

In inan^s ^lort teach of oiind, the Power that titans 
External fbrms» that marks the living iJoom 7^ 

Of Nature s whofe quick glance can fee the bounds 
Of moFatgopdattdill, as thefe o^diuDie 
TJ^qjf JjihcW iP (9fifeJ ifttfircoijrfe^ gfld jpm 
Ta colour Life^ yet while it iliijsyt difoodf 
AA(J gka»S « fpjmty Vrveft frppi Jh? fiel4 765 

Of c^erS) k^ows not what is fdt at home* 
Xhus pUm Experieijcp in tbe/i<i/l b^hoJds 
The VMwt : thus fixxn Ufe^s perfd^^ing ibenes 

5hc 

Uie 759. {ff r. fxr mdr^sjbort reach tbor attempted to te tU8«««4n i^f- 

•fwundj Uz*\ In the feries of jpbilo- trating a fabjed tiAiick opeHs l(^ 

fophical ofofervations which foHow wide a field of Gonjefture, lie has 

from tibis verfe till near the end of endeavoured to keep ProhttbHi^ ia 

the bgok, the two preceding aHe- hb eye as clofely as poffiUe ; and 

gories are explained in fuch a man- to aflign fome cauies (not incoii^ 

ner, as to throw fome light on the gruous to teafon) for whidi Virtue 

condud of provideace with regard is expofed to iii^rings^ and Vjcc 

IQ HttAiaa 'Lift. At baft the. an- \$ p^ttted to fk>t in temporary 

pleafure 
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She culls the nobleft precepts, to diredl 
The ftep of youth ; while yet th* important part, 770 
The Mind, remains unkoown. Th' internal eye. 
Though quick to point each folly-featured form 
That ftrikes its gaze, yet marks not, as they rife, 
•The paffions height'ning into flame, nor fees , 

What fparks lye latent in th' unfeeling mind, 775 

That want their fuel ; nor th* extent of thofc 
Half-raifed> and kindling to a rapid blaze. - 



Hence oft in Life's flill fcenes th' untutor'd mind 
Miftakes its ruling principle. The man 

. . Who 



pleafure. This is attempted in an- 
fwer to the fecond part of the Com- 
plaint in the beginning of this book, 
' relating to the apparently unequal 
diftribution of Reward and Puniih- 
jnent, which takes plate in this life. 
Whether thefe remarks are as fa« 
tisfadory, as they are new (at leafl 
in their prefent connexion) to the 
author; the judicious reader muft 
be left to determine. 

Line 773, 4. Marks not as they 
iri/e^ The Pajftcnsy &C.3 This is nni- 
verCally the cafe, when theprogrefs 
of the Pailions is not accurately 
marked ; or when opportunities of 
galling thefe into a6lion do not oc- 
cur in early life. A man who has 
acquired no knowledge of this na- 
ture from experience, or who has 



not marked the progreffive fieps, by 
which any paiTion acquires amailery 
over his mind, will be utterly in- 
capable to judge of die latent frin' 
ciples which would influence his 
condufl, if by the circumftances of 
life they were brought into exercife ; 
and of the manner in which his. 
condudl would be directed in a new 
fituation, by the paflions which moft' 
forcibly influence his anions in 
common occurrences. It is how- 
ever abfolutely neceifary that he 
fhould be fully acquainted with 
both thefe (as we fiiall (how after- 
wards) before he can be qualified 
in any meafure to challenge the dif- 
penfations of Providence. 

Line 778, l^c. Hence nft in Lifers 

pU fcenes^ fccj This obfervation* 

however 
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Who waftes his calm hours in the vale of eafe, 780 

Nor dreams of higher blifs, not therefore wants 

Ambitious aim ; but diftant from his view. 

Its objedt ftrikes not his averted fight, 

Nor breaks the calm within. Is he then good, 

Jaft, pious, happy, innocent, humane? 785 

Fired by no hope, by no temptation fway'd. 

Of power to (hake firm Virtue's fteady bafe. 

His courfe by thought improved, confirmed by time. 

Becomes habitual ; if he fwerves, yet Fear 

Recalls the erring wanderer to his home : 790 



however paradoxical it may appear 
at firft vieWy will upon clofer en- 
quiry be found conformable to truth. 
It is commonly thought that a 
man's ruling Pajffion is difcoveHed 
in his actions, as foon as he is ca- 
pable of forming any confident pro- 
cefs of reafoningy and to diflinguifh 
objects in the matters of ordinary 
life/ This may be true of fuch 
men as«are born with remarkable 
genius, or of thofe to whom afflu- 
ence early fupplies the means of 
gratifying defire : But in lower life, 
that Pailion will be confidered as 
predominant whofe demands are 
anfwered with the greateft facility ;, 
while others, which might perhaps . 
be equally or even more forcible, 
are permitted to remain ina^ive, 
becaufe they are not flimulated by 
proper objeds. Thus let us fup- 



pofe a man placed in mean circum* 
ftances, who (^ in his mind the 
feeds both of Ambition and Ava- 
rice. It is obvious, that as his pit- 
tance of wealth, however fcanty, 
will afford fome e)ceroife to the lat- 
ter, while the former is totally nc- 
gledUd from the defpair of gratify- 
ing its defires ; he will naturally 
confider that paflion as principal, 
which a conftant habit of indul- 
gence has called into perpetual 
adion. Should this man at any 
future period of life find * himfelf 
raifed to opulence ; he may difco- 
ver that he had miftaken the bias 
of his mind, and that the defire of 
acquifition, which he fuppofed prin*" 
cipally to charafterife it, hath been 
employed as a topi to efFedtuate the 
parpofes of that latent Ambition 
which will then be predominant. 

As 
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A9 ibme lone traveller perpl^y'd, apclwild. 

Beholds with J9y bis fortoer path, and ipiiAgs 

Elate to reach itp Bvt when b^her feenet 

Ru{h on the wondering mind, and vrnJag iSats fpafks 

Of fome young Pafiion, fntother'd* Apt devcds 79S 

Wbo then from paft e3t|H:ri«oce iUnd« ^ecure^ 

As he who ejed yop (bailing foene, and plunged 

Rafh in the billowy fUeam, elate of beattt 

Who i^ his wiU Ml opmiog, as hi« pofwer 

To fpread extend; in Fancy'9 ardent g^se & &» 

$t}U wants to know bimfelf. What tbo' the mni 

Tried, yet vi^ripus, from d)' inildibus ibarft 

E&apet ?«^The fbongth that laid PMrodus low, 

Matcb'd not Achilles, Has the man fubdui:d 

iD&tior paffions ?-»<3ive Tensptation power s 6« j 

Lay the hnght Phantom In the lap of £a(e 

A)l-l4Pguifl)tng $ and Ud the fmiles of Lore 

Dimple die flprid cheek. Let Pkaiiire ihod 

Ciofie by her fide, and Ind the circling wreaA 

Of Honour jpice her forehead ; let the vol 8iO 

Dtop off) expofe die beauteous form, illumed 

By joy, and balmy as the citron grove 

That bneathes delicious fragrance. Would he then 

S^^rm retain bis fortitude ? OOl (hun 

Her lipr, nor fed die fiimulating power 815 

Of 



Of Nature i|ir yfiftxm Ixirp i Ah v^hat tears 
Were thinq, |ajur yif]^e, for ;f^y Aiding (on ! 

If fuch 1$ ^$9^nVcalQ) iii^Dpartial yojce; 
Tk/m .WarPSP # Tl/jrifdo$n*s jufl: dfcree, that Nvills 
The Good to jufier ; (thus ra(h-judging man .§20 

Miicalls thejr h^ppinqf^) far firp^ the fnare. 
The tempting fnare of Vice to ]\ivp at eafe. 
Serene^ tho' h^nhk in Li$?'s jiowiy fcenes ? 
% when by .v^^fonae ^i(c\pline rec^lj'ji 
Ffom JSrfOr'i deyipvis qsas^e back to ,die M]^ Saj; 

Of Tr^ itttA?P d§?g?s it that the flxcagi 0/ Woe 
Bathes but^t^^^fj^ of yirtue ? that the dpo^ 

▲ffli^n s on the Bad profufely (howers 
iKsiil'l^^ .^apginejrs. ^If %?fon fpeaks ,830 
^Vtkc Dian, whofo days like fome fmooth-gjiding ftreanoi 

iJnfit lo-bear afflidion ; to repel 

Of J^leafurei jdl th' baiting fcene awaked B35 

J[Je§|]55 u^kE|j5}jyn^b^^^ :— then ^hen the Power 

'Whaibrm'd him, marks declining Virtue lopfe 

f . . >.* '.-,.., ... • 

^fl^ Emily's verge, and tottering to a fall ; 
•^Should He then fnatch him from th* impending ill, 
Shall man jippe^ch his juftice ? %11 the rnind 840 

'N Now 
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Now fee the Foe, and (huddcring as it eyes. 

Recoil with horror ; yet when higher Power 

Defcends to fave him from th' infidious fnare. 

Or tear him from its grafp, repining breathe 

Its impious plaint, and deem the ftrength it fear*d 845 

But Lte, unequal : when th' Eternal Sire 

Confents, confirms its didlate ; to the work 

Alone fufficient ; and the great decree 

Of Wifdom partial or unjuft ? Thus man, 

Still weak, ftill wavering, from th' uncertain poize 850 

Of powers oppofcd, as now flow Reafon moves, 

Or Paflion finks the fcale ; approves, or'blames; 

The fport of varying Faculties !*— He weeps, 

Line 844, 45. Repining, breathe 'which nfually cmith Ufiin a FJL 

its impious plaint, &c.] Upon the When therefore die Sapreme Beb^ 

principles eftabiiihed in this feries inilead of complying wic]& die de^ 

of obfervation, complaints orthe mand of Prefumpdon, feesiteaqw- 

diftributions of Providence mull apr dient to tutor fuch a man by .the 

pear in almoft every cafe to be fcourge of Adverfity, or removo 

highly unreafonable. A man who from hiin a tetfiptadon by which he 

is unacquainted with the powers of might have been Mtjced into the 

his own mind» can have no reafon paths of error. ; Reafon will cer- 

to conclude from his having obtain- tainly lead him rather to £fnf 

cd a vidory over fomc tempta- himfelf^zxiXo rtpim at FtwOmd. 

dons, which were not perhaps cal- It will fuggeft to him examples in 

culated to inflame the paflions in the cafe of others, in whiich the 

any high degree, that he will over- gradficadon of Defire. hath proda- 

come fuch as are lefs eafy to be ced the moft pernicious clBcas ; and 

fubducd ; and his confidence pf be- from proper ideas of the Juflice and 

ing able to (land a trial of diis na- Wifdom of die Deity, it will ih- 

ture, founded upon his paft experi- fpire him widi fentiments of refig- 

^nce, is the diftate of that Pride nation and gratitude. 

5 Repines, 
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Repines^ and rcafons ; cenfures and adores : 

(Like Childhood Toothed, and fmiling thro' its tears) 

But errs in all. Heaven with detern^ined aim 855 

Proceeds^ regardlefs of his frowns or praife. 

His pain^ or pleafure ; as th' impartial will 

Of Wifdom diftatesy and maintains the whole. 

Yet why, thy thought demands, when Virtue feels 
Thy yoke, fevere Advcrfity ! why reigns 860 

Triumphant Vice, nor dreads th* avenging doom 
Of Heaven 5 but wanton in the fpoils of power. 
Sports in gay frolic down the tide of Time, 
Nor dreams of future woe ? — Is he then bleft 
Alone, who riots in the feaft ; who fails 865 

Loofe in the robe of Luxury, and bears 
His front to Heav'n, as if his mind defied 
Its frown ? — Ah blind to reafon I whofe weak thought 
Sees not, the juft feverity that faves 
The Good, reclaims not Error, ^ To perfift 870 

Line 869, 70. The juft feverity good man from being mifled by 

that/anies the Goodt &c.] Having at- them, and as immediate perditiqn 

tempted in the preceding reflexions muft be the confequence of fuppo- 

to affign feme reafons for wkich fing him cut off in the career of 

Virtue, is permitted to fulFer, we Vice ; no argument can therefore 

proceed* to enquire why Vice is in lye againft the Wifdom or Juftice 

many cafes apparently rewarded of God, becaufe in the former cafe 

with Profperity. The anfwer to this he exhibits a proof of parental af- 

queftion is, that as a bad man can- feftion, and in the latter is not ac- 

not be reclaimed from his errors by tuated by caprice or rcfentment. 
the fame adverfiry which faves a 

N 2 Firm 
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Firm in the Jjath of right, SiSfiHn aH WJlfcik 

Is 'cafm J or wandering frbtfi ib ^ ; 'Id liftH^ 

Alarm'd 7h time by ibtiie a^vi'aluMfiSJg Voide $ 

To turn is eaty.— B6t 'l!Ke ihih^ok ^ 

Far thro* the dWiods wafte -has WjK)3«fr*d >*5Wk ^^ 

Regains not, fedi* tidtfe iftgaih thfc ^"fh 

Long loft J his courfe by Perfevcrance form'd^ 

riis doubts by habit rgcdiidl^d. Wb's(t'ofl£b 

He w/>»'//, nottr felf-jc^eiViia, hls^aiiwgfntuda 

Receives as fUbftahte : arid the Ph^ntdUi 'lAdoke 83d 

With empty fihilcs his Void ertibhaceno'faofc. 

REPiNtis thdh miittering'thy pfeftitttfiiQ<«iBi«ig», 
That Heav n's fufpefided Wfath alloivs thetih^tcfa 
An hour to triumph ? that' ihie' God 'v«'ho<«dhfs 
His number'ij years a moment, at ihy <:ill ^^ 

Points not his thunder to the gffiilty l>eA»i ; - 
Nor bids his lightnings flafli ? ICVioW, '5f thc'Gbttd 
*fhro' life flioddd fiifer ; in fhat-Tcanty'^in 
Are all his woes comprifed :-^If Vice exults, 
That fpan contains its happihefe. "ih'ouM'fte, ^-8^ . 
Who pitying fnatches from Temptation's Aare 
The juft, as hini whom yon devoorihg waVe. 
Has manded : ftiould his juftice thus have clahn'd 
TheVrctfch yet reeking From'Kis' Father's .Cliidd, 
An inftant vidim : As the one enjoys $95 

> -Tile 
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The prize of Virtue, ^ ^9 ckcpening flaia , 

Sullied hjs l\^ey fhe other lu the gu)ph 

Of ^lack percjitjio^ fsxxxfk have waked -, no time 

For mcpfg^ left 5 for peoitence, for jW'^yV, 

For pardop noi^i bi$ cri,mes yet unaJtoned 990 

From l^cav'p .demantding ycngeance* P.ujt the haq4 

Of Goodnefs fpayes fejjip, tlja,t repep^ant tears 

Hj/Uy eafe the feej[in^ Jieart j §,nd Ju^jce drop , 

Her rlaim } c«r ftijl r^entlefs, ^hat the ft^'oke 

May fall, ^hqn his fujl cyp o'crflcws with ijl. ^95 

Say, ^jreao^ i^y |(^vLtha^ tQp^^^ 
Py (jnan's fraU ^ is feoy ncjed P-r-^/^h^p jk^ w^ng 

Line 906. 5/»y, dreams thy fouU ner, is furejy no anreafonable fug- 

&c.] As the reward of Virtue in a geftion. Why ihoald wc thiiiit 

future ftate will amply compenfate that the foul efcaped from its pri- 

for the affliftions comparatively in- fon, and impartially examining the 

fignificant, to which it is fujjjedted condua of Providence in its fSrmer 

in the prefent ; the Poem ends with ft^te of e^ftence, will not iinji fub- 

a vindication of Providence, fup- je^s of praife and adoration, arifing 

pQf<^ to come from thofe who ai;e llrom the. review of thofe incidents 

placed in a ftate of immutable fe^i- which were onc6 coniidered as real 

city. To betieve that thefc happy evils ? This is only contemplating 

fpirits will be employed ipr this man* the Supreme Mind, as 

^Fiosn^^flli^ eyil 9a!^ educing good i 
' And better thenpe again^ ,ahd better dill, 
In infinite prOgreffion. Thom/on, 

(Kjd is in reality .Qftly carrying the neighbour, /rpm an event, jyhjch 
matter a little further than we do the other in the tumult of thought 
in the affairs of common life, when confiders as an aSU^ion from wnich 
one man who is cool and deliberate no benefit can refuiu 
^ap (brefee a benefit arifmg to his 

* N 3 Of 
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Of feme bold eagle, wheeling on the wind. 
Triumphant bears him from the ftraining eye j 
Deem'ft thou the bird is loft ? or that his flight 910 
Juft ftops, when Heaven's tranfparent azure veils 
The laft dim fpeck ? Yet when its prifon bars 
Are ioofed, and the free*d (bul all radiant fprings ^ 
Exulting o'er this rolling orb ; its flight 
Unfeen -, its path to thy contraded gaze 915 

Loft in the viewlefs aether : think'ft thou then 
Its powers diflblved, becaufe the death-fet eye 
Points not th' enlivening beam ?— No — let the mind 
Extend its view : — Lo from thy fight once more 
I purge the mortal film ! Behold the climes 920 

Where Virtue fears no chilling blaft ; but reigns 
Sublime, and radiant in eternal day ! 

He fpoke ; and to th' aereal region raifed 
His hand. My eye purfued it, and illumed 
By heav'nly light, beheld ftupendous fcenes 925 

Ineffable ! the City of the King 
Eternal ! whofe high towers wide-dazzling flamed 
From God's divine effulgence ! To the ftream 
Of rufliing light, the Sun*s broad orb would (eem 
A winking taper ! — 0*er the domes fublime 930 

Sat young Felicity, veil'd by a ftream 
Of mantling radiance -, and orient crown • 

Star* 
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Star-fpangled, heightning as it graced her form. 
Circled her beamy front — ^The floor embofs'd 
With gold and diamond, echoed to the tread 93 5 

Of Seraphim» celeftial (hapes ! their robes 
Divinely wrought, and tinfturedwith the dyes 
Of heav'n ; their plumage glittering like the bow 
That gilds the blue horizon, when the fun 
Showery on the trembling arch his purple ray. 940 

Above, innumerable wings difplayM 
Refplendent, fann'd the undulating air ; 
And bore cherubic forms. Sonie to the ftars 
(Beneath that fparkled like a twinkling flame) 
Shot down, and gradual rolFd their orbs around 945 
Some central fun j or plunging in his mafs 
Of light, concodtcd and difperfcd the beams 
Along the azure void. — Some hovering near 
What feem^d a river, on th* aereal wave 
Slow fairdj their emerald pinions in the flood 950 
Now loft, now towering in the midway air. 

Not long my wondering fight had fcann'd the fcene 
All-glorious ; when a great majeftic train 
In full proceflion to tb* EternaVs throne 
Moved flow and folemn. ' Nearer as they came, 955 
Of thofe they feem'd from Life's tumultuous wave 

N 4 Efcaped, 
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No changing feafons, nor the baleful breath 
Of Skknefi taints the balmy clime $ but Hope 
Dies in Fruition, and Faith's diftant km • loio 

Difiblves in Vifion's full tranfported gaase. 



Lo ! now the ways of hearv'n's Eternal King 
To man are open ! (thus the Sire refumed.) 

Review 



line I0I2, Sec, Lo! now tbt 
fwajsy &c.] Having now endeavoor- 
ed to point out the moft confpicaoiiB 
marks of Defign, which appear in 
the fb-udnre and government of the 
world ; we (hall fum up the whole 
with fome proofs from the writings 
of the moft eminent Ancients, 
which will ferve to corroborate the 
preceding arguments ; and to (how, 
that the belief of a Providence hath 
charaflerifed every age of the world, 
and every fociety of men. — In the 
nobled of human produfiions, the 

or " the will of the Deity accom- 
*' pliihed ;" is the maller.kcy which 
turns the whole work, and by which 
every part of it is directed. As 
every reader may confult Mr. Pope!s 
admirable tranflation for inflance3 
of this kind, we forbear to extend 
this note with quotations from the 
original. We have already adduced 
the telUmony of Ariflotle to the fame 



purpofe. Plato in innumerable is- 
ftances exprefleth his beliie£ of t 
Providence. Thus he tdh 'm, iMt 
the only caufe of life to man.tndto 
all other-creatiires is o Apx@: i* 
^dcmtuf ri^,wui!lm9 the Governor 
and Ruler of ^1 things. Plat, h 
Gratyh In his* diicoorfes on Laws, 
he labours this point with madi 
aillduity. He reprefents theDeitf 
as. pervading um^rfal natore, and 
animating the earth,- the, fta,*.;tbe « 
fun, &c. He confiders his gov€tn- 
' ment of the world' ts extending to 
the minuteflpans of it,> and cpac* 
pares Him to a Phyfician, who ex- 
plores the latent fource of a diftem-' 
per, in order thoroughly to eradicate 
it ; and to Governors of Kingdoms 
whoinfped theffmalleft tranfa^tions, 
that by thefe they may regulate mat- 
ters of higher importance. Leg, lo. 
-pajfim. iElian and Xenephon patfaie« 
tically complain that tenets, witK 
regard to Providence, which never 
took place among barbarous nations, 

were 
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:view them and adore ! Hear the loud voice 

r Wifdom founding in her works!—** Attend, 1015 

Ye fons of men ; ye children of the duft. 

Be wife! Lo ! I was prefent, when the Sire 



re embraced among a people 
re civilifcd, and fromwhofe fu- 
ior advantages, better eSedis 
;ht have been expedted to follow. 
L lib. ii. Xeu(>flf. Symp. The 
man Orator and Philofopher is 
iciently explicit in giving his 
timents on this fubje6t. Repri- 
m jam (fays he, fpeaking of the 
(lifhment of bad aflions) & non 
;quar longius ; eoque minus quod 
IS poenamm^habeo quam petivi. 
ntum ponam, duplicem pcenam 
; divinam, qaod conftaret & ex 
vandis vivorum animSi et ea fama 
'•tuorumf ut eorunu exitium & ju- 
io vivortrm & gaudio comprobe- 
. GV. de Leg, lib. ii. How glow- 
r and animated is the following 
rage I— Idemque cum coelum, 
ras, maria, rerumque omnium na- 
•am pcrfpexerit j eaque unde ge- 
rata, quo recerrant, quando, quo 
ido obitura, quid in iis mortale 
caducum, quid divinum aeter- 
mque fit viderit ; Ipfumque ea mo- 
antem Sc regentem p2ene prehende- 



rity fefeque non unis circum Jatani 
mcenibus, popularem alicujus d»fi- 
niti loci; fed civem totiiis mundi 
quail unius urbis agnoverit : in faac 
magnificentia rerum atque ih hoc 
confpedu h cognitione naturae, Dii 
immortales ! quam ipfe fe nofcet ? 
De Leg, lib. i. To thefe we may 
add the teftimony of Pornutus, who 
tells us that the Supreme Mind goes 
under the name of Zf i/<, or Jupiter, 
.becaufe He pervades and animates 
every part of His works. He is 
likewife called (fays this Author) 
the univerfal Governor, and the 
Soul of the World ; epithets which 
are expreffive of His Providence, 
and of His Immeniity. De Nai. 
Dear, ah. init. We might mention 
many other examples of the fame 
kind from the writings of the An- 
cients : But thofe which have been 
already adduced will be fufficient to 
fatisfy any rcafonable perfon of their 
belief in this matter ; and that moft 
of them would have faid with an 
Author, who was not too credulous. 



-Deus ille fuit- 



Qui Princeps vitae rationem inyenit earn, quae 

Nunc appellatur Sapicntia ; quique per artem 

Fludibus e tantis vitam^ tantifque tenebris. 

In tarn tranquillo, k tarn clara luce locavit. Lucret. lib. v. 8. 

" Of 
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*^ Of beaY*n prcmouoeod His J>W s wbw His ey» 
^< Glanoed thro' the gulph of Darkne(i» aa4 (i^ h«n4 
** FaChion'd the nfiog univcrfe : — I fgw, |Ci2o 

^' O'er the fair lawns, the hetving mount^ns raUb 
** Their pine-clad (pires 5 and down the (haggy cliff 
^^ I gave the rill to flaurawr. The loiigb motiod^ 
^ That bound the maddening deep ; the ftorai that roars 
*^ AioBgthe dfifarts the Vblcgno franght ^ioiS 

•* 'With burning brimflxme ; — 1 prefcriie their ends. 
** I rule the nsfliing winds, and on tibek wjng^ 
« Triumphant walk the tempeft.~To my call 
<< OUequious bellows ^ red bolt, jt)wttcaf;j8 
« The cloud's ihin mantle^ When thfc gu,fliin|; fliowcr 
<< Ddcending copious bids the do&stibloQBBi* jpji 

*^ I GAVE to man's dark fearch Juperior light ^^ 
^ And clcar'd dim Rcafon's mifty view, to mark 
" His powers, as thro' revolving /iges ,triedj 
•* They rofe not to his Maker ; thus prepared 1035 
*' To know how diftant from his parrow ken 
** The truths by heav'n revcil'd 3 My hand difplay'd 
'^ The.plan fair^pening, where e;ach:pobl^<{i£iv, 
" That fwells th' expanding heart j eadi glorious hepc 
" That points Ambition to its goal s eaeh aim^ 1040 
*^ That Airs, .^xaks, .aodjaojaiatss Ikiicej 
" Pour on the mind's rapt fight a nppn-tide ray. 

Nor 
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" Nor \e& in life oniploj^'^^ ^is none to utife 
"^ The defolatenf limC; to kend the btDv 
^* Of ftubborn Pride, to bid rcludlant ire 1045 

'* SulMbj; «» Ciaane rude Natofe to dxirna 
^^ Of Virtue^ ^K%aCdaNni^ibitm*ii Ak^ mcutai vieair, 

^ Aiiinute ^uxi irhott^V4)eorMrr^d fcarch, ate verapt 
"^ ^ tifi{^'d«fkMs 9-^«t /^«ec^ ffir (ffrings uo*go 
'< Of Iife/ifiaiti»>tibe-gwerd'Oaod dlicd: 
^ Th* obfi»|iiiaus means'toaacMte.***^ jc^ who to&'4 
^ On Life's tmriultmimftxeaffi, >e]re the (horo, 

* Yetfarremovcd.j.6nd #i£h)dieliapfy boor, 

* .When Sluiribcar to Atodbwny[coiidi7j(hallilall 1055 
' Your^XMtt jto fwebtifepafe:: ^y^ bear a wtolt;, 

' AtidfJ wiU ijuideiyou to* Hie ^halrtiy dimes 

* Of r^i win lay'.yoa by iUieifilwr Obretm . 

* -<pfo#n^' wkhr£lyfidn ^tvees, -where . Pmoe extends 
^ Her bloonung olive, ^md jtfae Ttmp^ .pours ;i oj6a 
' Its killii^ Uaft inai]i06e.'WTbus^/^i^ ^leaks 

fo ]lfaa; thas caUs:hiiaiiiiroV/li&' eternal f&tm 

'^i Nature y thxo* ReU^hns jbikr^mon^ 

rhro* ij^V bewildering mazes y to obferve 

^ PROVIDENCE IN ALL.— -Now each furmife 

leprefs'd, I read convidion in thine eye ; 1066 

-rive then refign'd, that when the folemn knell 

5 Cf 
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Of Death (hall call thee to the tomb; the inind^ 

In thought rqoicing, as it marks the Paft, 

May eye the Future with exulting Hope; . lo/o 

Pass a few circling years, and Life's fhor^t talc 
Is winded. Weeping lafts a night, but Joy 
Crowns the fair morning. — ^As he {poke, his fhape ' 
Was changed ; his cheek with Youth's vercpillioa bloom 
Glow'd hcav nly bright; and o*er his vefture flow'd 1075 
In graceful curls, the long-defcending hair 
Ldofe on the gale of Evening. In his eyes 
Moiften'd with living dew, thy genial ray, 
Aurora, fparkled ; and the little Loves ; 
Play'd on his ruby lips. A robe of light lojo 

Mantled his limbs ; and four refplendcnt wings, 
Whofd plumage glow'd with purple, green, and gold, 
Flamed all-refulgent as He moved; ' A while 
He eyed me rapt; — then fpread his glittering plumes, 
And foar'd a Seraph to thefkies. 1 The eye 1085 

Of Fancy kindled, as flie markid him^high ' 
In air. She look'd, and ftarting from the ground. 
On rapid wings impetuous burfl: away. . • . 



S OLI^ 



SOLITUDE: 

OR, THE 

ELYSIUM of the POETS, 



VISION. 



QNAP EK ^lOS ESTi: HoM. 



IrO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



JOHN EARL of HOPETOUN, 



THE FOLLOWING 

POEM, 

In Teftimony of Esteem for the moft valuable 

QjJ A L I T I E 8, 

And of Gratitude for that Patronage of the Arts, 
which conftitutes the nobleft Exercife of every in- 
teliei^ual Accomplifhment s 

IS MOST RXSPECTFULL7 INSCRIBED,, 
BY 

JOHN OGILVIE. 
Vol. II. O 



INTRODUCTION. 



JT is the defign of the following Poem to give the 
Englifli reader an idea, in as fliprt a Gompafs as 
poffiblc, of the charadter, merit, and difcriminating 
excellencies of the moft eminent Britifti Poets. As the 
Author was originally prompted to form this defign by 
that love to his Country, of which every mind is in 
fbme meafure fufceptible, he will not, confcious as, he is 
of this partiality, venture to decide upon the comparative 
merit of Great Britain, confidered as the Rival oi foreign 
JNations^ in the produdlion of Writers of diftinguifhed 
genius. The truth is, a true Poet is a charader fo very 
uncommon, that in the happieft concurrence of favou- 
rable circumftances, no Nation whatever can boaft of 
having often produced it. An eminent degree of any 
intelledual faculty appears not frequently, nor is it ne- 
ceffary that it fliould. The Author canno: however 
avoid taking notice, on this fubjedt, of the wife fliftri- 
bution which takes place among mankind with regard 

O 2 to 
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to the faculties of the human mind. Cbnfidered as 
Members of a Community fupportcd by juft and ncccf- 
fary regulations, the qualification requifite either to form 
an inflitution, to judge of its expediency, or to apply its 
rule& to particular circumftances, is furely a c^mprehen- 
Jhe and penetrating Judgment. This faculty therefore 
we obfcrve to be more univerfally, and even (confide- 
ring men in general) more equally conferred than any 
other. The degree of Iftvention (for it ought to be ob- 
iferved, that there are mtoy degrees of it which are not 
accompanied by a talent for compofition) that is necef- 
fary to the difcovery or improvement of fudi otgeAs as 
render life agreeable by augmenting its converiiencxcs, is 
likewife beflowed promifcuoufly upon many individuals^ 
and becaufe it hath been fo, is not perhaps regarded in 
proportion to its intrinfic merit. That fpecies (or*) 
fpeak morephilofophically) that exertion of Imagination, 
which leads the Writer to form the moft exquifite re- 
femblances, and to combine the moft delicate propor- 
tions, as it ultimately tends to pleafe thofe" who arc pre- 
vioufly fuppofed to have been inflrudled, and as it can 
only exift in its full perfedtion in fbme improved ftate 
of Society, is diftributed lefs indifctiminately among 
mankind 5 and a Few appear to be confidered as ftiffi- 
cient to cfFedtuate every purpofe which it propofeth to 
accomplifh. Without afcertaining particularly the pre- 
. « cife 
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pifc meaning of the word Genius^ it will be univcrfally 
allowed^ that the combination of theic two faculties in 
their utmoft vigour, conftitutes the higheft fphcre of ex- 
cellence which the human mind can poflibly obtain^ 
The records of Antiquity prefent us only with two in- 
ftances of this great combination in an Homer and Vir- 
gil ; to which our own country can oppofe theie of 
Shakefpear, Milton, Oflian, and Spencer. 

The critical Reader, who, after this rcprefentadon, 
Enay be ready to accufe the Authqr of prefi^mption, for 
attempting to exhibit the chara<5ters of thefe laft men-P 
lioned Writers, with a variety of diftion, imagery, and 
ientiment, correfponding in hvM degree to iht n^mmr 
lof each, ought to remember, tl^ct it does not furely 
follow^ that becaufe an Author ddineates a chara<3ier 
with juftice and propriety, he therefore claims ^ Oiarc 
pi that wrnV which diilinguiflaed his Oi;igLnal. W* 
.WQijtld commend the qualities which an Hiftorian might 
idifday in defcribing the actions and chara£ters of jt 
Turcnne, or a Colbert; but wc would not certainly 
,?onclude, even though the performance (hould Jje hap- 
j^ily executed, that the Writer expedled to be regarded 
ffts an illuflrious Hero, or a confummate Statefman. 

In order however Xo give the fev^^al Figures in the 
i&llo wing piece, as nearly as poflible, th^Juft pro- 

O 3 portions 
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portions and importance, the Author hath endeavoured 
to defcribe each of thefe in that manner which he con- 
ceived to be moft fuitable; and with that drapery,^ which 
he fuppofed to be at once the jufteft, and the moft or- 
namental. With this view it was, that inftead of gir 
ving (imply a detail of the writings of thefe great Ge^ 
Diufes, and of infiftlng particularly upon their feparate 
excellencies, he hath contrived a kind of poetical Ely- 
fium as the place of their refidence -^ and hath attempted 
to imprefs fome idea of their charadlers upon the mind 
of the keader, by adjufting the external fcenery to th 
manners of the Perfon who is fuppofed to be placed in it. 
After this apparatus, the Bardie introduced in an atti- 
tude adapted to this ftrain of compofition j and he amufcs 
himfelf in his Elyfium, by reciting to the mufic of the 
pipe, or the lyre, the different fubje^s of which he had 
formerly treated. The Author propofed indeed, at firft, 
to have made each of the Poets fpeak in his own perfon, 
and refume fome part of his works, in a ftile fomewhat 
fimilar to that which we might conceive him to employ. 
Though this method is really takpn in the cafe of Pope, 
Thomfon, and Denham ; yet he found upon refle<3;ioq, 
that, a conftant adherence to it would not only have 
fpoiled the Reader's entertainment, by rendering the 
narrative part of the Poem altogether difproportioned 
\o the defcriptive -, but after all j the happieft execution 

(unlefi 
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(unlefs he bad run the narration to a very great length) 
could have conveyed no adequate idea of the different 
ipecies of poetical compofition in which fome of them 
excelled. Upon the whole, therefore, he determined 
to make ufe of both methods ; fometimes narrating him- 
fclf the themes of the Poet, and fometimes making bim 
infift at length, upon thofe which are either in themfelves 
moft important, or in which he excelled qioft particu-r 
larly, as anfwering moft fully the dcfign of this work. 

Though the Author propofed, by taking the courftj 
already mentioned, to avoid an extreme on either fide j 
yet he is fufficiently aware, that fonie Readers will cenfurc 
him for having rendered, at leaft, the firft part of the 
Poem almoft wholly defcriptive. They will be apt to 
fuggeft, that even the richeft imagery dazzles and fa^ 
tigues the mind, when the feries of moral obfervation 
does not, upon fome occafions, contributeto relieve it. 
Without difputing the truth of this general remark, 
the Writer would only vindicate his own conduct in the 
prefent inftance from its being unavoidable. The fcene 
with which the Poem opens, the cell of Solitude, the 
climes through which fhe pafled, and the Elyfium into 
which fhe opened an admiflion ; — thefe objefts naturally 
require the graces of defcription, perhaps in a much 
higher degree than they are beftowed in this poet^i. A$ 

O 4 to 
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to the Poets themfelves^ the Author hath endeavour^ 
to fpcak of them with propriety, and to make thofe 
who recite the fubjedls of their own Writings, run mto 
fuch a vein oifentimenU ^ he conceived tp be lead un- 
appropriated to their feparate profeffions. The moral 
bbfervations which arife from particular parts, he choofed 
rather to throw together in a connefted Teiies at ipe erii^ 
tfean to fcatter Ipofely through the worH? 

In difcufllng the feveral parts of a plan in itielf fo 
ponipllcated^ and requiring a ftile of compofition fo con- 
ilantly diverfified ; in fuch a performancci the Reiadej 
who ftiail expe6l to fee equal jufiice done to evefy cha- 
radler, and his own idea of it perfedly exhibited, will 
form an expedation which no effort whatever yfill cofc 
pleatly gratify* Admitting that the Author of the fttlr 
Jbwing Attempt, n?ay have {poke tpoflightly of a fer 
vourjte Poet, and tpo warmly of one to vehom his Rdar 
def will allow a left (hare of njerit ; yet'illirely theT^f? 
fon wliQ makes this remark, will be polite enough tti 
indulge another (when he is not grofsly faulty) in -pre? 
jiidiffs fimilari perhaps, to thofe which he enjoys hiftn? 
felf w^hout cenfure. He will permit 'him' to belBW 
^He rnoft liyely Colouring, not merely where twcfcnoxv- 
|edg^d fuperiority rendered it expedient, but where he 
founc| it eafieft to catch a particular Mariner, frd'm'fbttie 

real 
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real dr fii^fed Metnblibdk Which it iki^\ halvb to 

AnotKcr fA 6f Readdrs teay prdha%, * "firft Vic#, 
f)c dfitrided with the 'orller in Which 'fhe P6efe *i*e'ar- 
i^ngcd; Mih6hlfeirig'feemingly'plreferfedt6 ShakdfJ)ea>, 
&s Thomfon is to Pope. Without 'eriquififtg iht6 the 
Cbrtiplratrvc merit of thefe Writers, which ^diild be kl- 
tdgethdr ifeproper here, the Author wduld'tlnly'btifei^ve, 
ihat ^Ke placed them in their prefent order, '(6 Vv6id tHft 
pnifoftriify'bf 'diifcription Which rnuft hSve rcfulfed-from 
ftny other difpofition. The j^milarify of character be- 
twixt Shakefpear and Spencer (both of , whom were 
more indebted to Nature than to Education) would have 
unavoidably occafioned a correfponding Jimilarity of 
imagery and fentiment, had the one of thefe immedi- 
ately followed the other; an inconveniency which is 
wholly fuperfe^ed, by placing Milton betwixt them. 
—-The peculiar circumftances of Offian difcriminatc 
him fufficiently from qll other Poets. Pope (lands in- 
deed betwixt Thomfon and Dryden, as the Eilay on 
Man affords a noble train of fentiments to fum up the 
jUuftrious detail of the moft eminent Britifli Poets ; and 
the tWo lafl: -riiiiftioned difFq: fo much, at leaft in 
point of corrednefs, that it was c^iy (P diyerfify the fce- 
perv in which they are placed, 

Thus 
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Thus the Public hath a full view of the principles 
upon which the following little work hath been plannecj 
and conduced. Let it be obfervpd, that he pretends 
not to have defcribed the whole of this poetical Region, 
in which the names of Ibmc Writers of the prefent age 
might appear with dignity. Should any of thefe think 
proper to fupply the defeats of the prefent attempt, by a 
more compleat or mafterly performance on fo copious 
a fubjedt, the Author (incapable as he is, either of envy 
or maligni^) will rejoice to fee honour done to his 
Covptry^ through whatever chsinnel it is conveyed. 
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SOLITUDE: 

O R, 
The ELYSIUM of the POETS. 



COME from the climes of light, celeftial Maid ! 
Thou whofe gay vifions blefs my nightly dream: 
Xx) ! what bright fcen^s fair opening claini thine aid. 
How Fancy glows o'er each tranfporting theme \ 

Not now to ling of God's eternal ways *, 
I fweep the fwelling lyre's melodious ftrings : 

More fweetly varying flow th* infpiring lays : 

Grant melting notes, and ftrong yet temperate wings. 

To tell what bards have blefs'd Britannia's clime. 
Each beaming mild like Eve's refulgent ftar. 

The Mufe attempts j to paint her racefublimc 
Jn fong unequaird, as unmatched in war, 

t The Sabje& of Providence, a Poem. See Book I. ab init. 

I What 
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What time the Queen of Sflence, and of Night, 
Steaisineeldy penfive from Endymion*s bower. 

Illumes the broider'd lawn with filver light. 
Or hears die lone owl on fbme blafkd tower, 

Mufing I roved, and mark'd the folemn fcene. 

No doad obfcured th' unbounded arch above $ 
Hufh'd was each murmur o'er the dill ferene, 

-Afid celm the warblers of the vocal grove : 

All but die wakeful Philomel. — Alone 
She fat ; and wailing from th' aereal bough 

Mellifluous, pour'd her deeply plaintive moan. 
The moan that thrills the dying ear of Woe. 

Far in a dark wood's folitary mazet 

Where the pine trembled o'er 'the murmuring riU» 
JLicd £ift, my rapt eye mark'd the ftreamy Ta3rs, 

That glimmering tinged the wild oer-arching hllL 

At laft, virhere Nature form'd a mdfly feat 

I flayed, and eager druhk tli' inchatlting found : 

Calm Silence, hovering o'er the deep retreat, 
LaiUU to the pfednt the folemn wafte ^ound. 

Then 



A V I S I O N, ft05 

Then trilling oeafcd the dying note.— ^Awbik 
The flraxn Aill languiih'd on tkc Ufteoing fiUi 

Till Fancy Jcindling, with benignanl: fiaUe 
Winced her wMd harp, and cdl'd t^c W09d$ tohear. 

^ O Ye, whoQi Nature^ genial chjurmsiafpirR, 
(Thus ipoke the Gcxldeis of the thought fubUoie) 

'^ Who tiio% ardent i&eld^Qerfirc* 
«^ Who&iiopeo^erOiQDts die lingering flji^t of T^ 

'' Ye noble Few ! whom iiat;tbe XptoMiy grille 
^' Ofwealdidlliires, iior Qiii^fivVM 

^< Whofe hearts ip bleeding iyn^thy.aUkd, 
^^ Cannidt;o'er Virtaezs^iml^ineiii^iton^ 

^' Ye, who ihro^ Mode&y's ifkKQlving^eil 

^^ Can mark theieatuses j6f b godlike niliod, 
^ Snatch Genius pining firQin:&e.cottageda(ide, 
Or feelmg wake^otranfports diU rc&aed.: 



€t 



^ O come ! efcapediWMsn Folly's buftling tr^fin : 
** Not thefe have-eyed bright Fancy's genial ray, 

* Nor felt fwcct tranipprt in each throbbiag vein, 
" Nor died deep-'pieis^ to i^pve's diflblwng lay.. 

cc xh* 
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*« Th' ingenuous blufli that fpeaks the foul finccrc. 
The living ardour of the mind's keen eye. 
On Pity*s cheek the flow-defcending tear, 
^^ And dealing from the heart the tender figh. 
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Tis mine to give. Though from the ftarry throne, 
" Whence Power high-raifed the rolling world furveys, 
Stoops not her ear to Woe's unheeded moan, 
•' Nor Genius balks in her enlivening rays ; 



" Yet, where wild Solitude's refounding dome 
^' Lies deep and filent in the woodland (hade, 

" Sweet Peace with devious ftep delights to roam, 
" And ibft-reclining refts her gentle hekd. 

" And Thou, whofe feet to this dcfertcd bower 
** Have ftray*d ; if mild Benevolence is thine^ 

(To me thus fmiling fpoke the heavenly power) 
" If warm thou bow'ft at Virtue's facred flirine ; 

" If thy thriird heart with fympathetic woe 
*'«Hath bled (for man is deftined to endure ;) 

** If others anguifh bade thine eyes o'erflow, 
"If prone to feel the grief thou can'ft not cure ; 

" With 
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•* With, me retire. Lo ! to the clime remote 
** I lead, where yet to human ftep unknown, 

*V The power who lifts to God th' afpiring thought, 
'* Rapt Solitude hath rear'd her folemn throne. 

** What fcenes fliall then thy wondering fight behold ! 

" Yet know that toils, that perils go before : 
^* The firm of mind, the refolute, the bold, 

** Brave the rude ftorm, and reach th' appointed (horc/* 

She fpoke. Her airy wings expanded wide. 

The wan ray trembling on the filver plume, , 

Shot where a hollow rock's high-arching fide 
Stood lone and fiient as the defert tomb. 

There fullen Darknefs fix'd her dire abode : 
Black clouds involving wrapt her gloomy cell : 

While as her flow hand waved a Stygian rod, 

Waird thro* th* impervious gulph the fiends of helL 

There pined pale Envy in the cavern dun, 

ThereTime deep-furrowing ploughed the front of Care ; 
Defpair with curfes eyed the winking moon. 

And Frenzy howling tore her tangled hair. 

Thefc 
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TheCe, as thecf^apt^^rodders flafli'd aloa|;. 
Shrunk ^om the ray that lighten'd o'er her £fapie: 

Such Tdfid fate dillblves the infed throng, 
When the black whirlwind rides the yrinss pf Flame. 

A^ l{ifl: ei;nergin^ from th* abyfs of uigl^tj, 
Again pale Cynthia pour'd her filyer beam^ 

Where bloofQ'd a lawn fair as the early Ijsht, 
Th^tfirft weak--glunmering tinged the glaflV iptrcam. 

O'er its looie robe, all balmy as the dew 
That badies Aurora's dropping lock$, were feen 

The tribes prpfufe of each refplendent hue, 
That glowing pa|nts the rich ^enaqipirfi grqqi. 

There hung the y^pl^t its di^^Eted hczd^ 
The lilly hnff^*d to die ^hlng gale ; 

While daifies fprinklod o'er their yelyet bfd, 
Aj^d ]p^%ed ^o^yilips foiled along t^e d^. 

Sweet haunt of Quiet ! When thy iearc;h in vain 
IfiUh iQ^'d ihe cj^ vaf^ or dUbtnt^^^^ 

LuU'd by lone Philomel's dejlponding ibain. 
Thought finds her fleepiqg near the purlmg.^. 
2 " Dim 
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Dim as the fleeting vifions of the night, 

A dark tower tottering clofed th' extended view ; 

While round its fpires, illumed widi feeble light. 
The flitting bat and boding raven flew. 

Rent was the hanging arch, the domes overthrown 5 
Nor tread was heard along the defert pile. 

Save when the troubled ghoft with hollow moan 
Strode flowly o*er the long-refounding ifle. 

One only cell withftood the wafte of Time; 

'Twas where a turret rear'd its mofs-clad brow : 
Gloomy it flood, in fading pomp fublime, 

And (hew'd the mouldering wrecks thatfrown'd below. 

Elere, on her hand her drooping head reclined. 
Wrapt in deep mufing fat the lonely Power ; 

?cnfive flie fat, and heard the howling wind 
Die faintly murmuring round her ivy'd bower, 

n graceful ringlets fell her amber hair ; 

Black as the raven's plumes her mantle flow'd s 
>Io Cupids round her fann'd the fuUen air. 

Nor feftive Echo chear'd her lone abode. 

Vox. II. P B^t 
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But the wild harp that to the blaft complains *, 
Soothed with melodious plaint her raptured ear : 

Deep, folemn, awful roll'd the varying ftrains. 
Such drains as Seraphim with tranfport hear. 

For thefe defcending oft, a radiant throng. 

The rapt Power bending from her ebon throne. 

Sublime in glorious viiion fail along, 

And talk of themes to mortal man unknown. 

Her ferious eye, as Fancy's form was feen, 
A placid fmile illumed. Serene (he faid, 
** Why from the bowers of blifs, inchanting Queen, 
Strays thy loved ftep to this fequefter'd (hade ? 
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" And whence thy Follower ?— To my haunt rep^ 
** Few, yet elate in Life's delightful prime, 

** But thofe who pale with grief, or whelm'd with care, 
*' Have felt the cankering tooth of waftefol Time." 

" Thine, (thus the Queen of every grace replied) 
'* Thine is the tribe that wakes the warbling lyrej 

" Thy charms the Mufe s fweeteft fong fupplied, 
«* Thy thought exalts her, and thy groves infpire. 

* TheHarpofiEolus. 

" By 
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•* fey me conveyed this inexperienced Gueft 
" Attends :— i-To guide his future hours, difplay 

" The fccnes where now with eafe, with freedom bleft, 
" Thy happy offspring (hare the climes of day. 

*" Shew where reclined benelth embowering (hades 
** Thy fons, Britannia ! ftrike the trembling ftring ; 

* Safe where iio ftornfi the peaceful haunt invades, 
*^ The boundlefs forefts echoing as they fing, 

" I to the cliff that overhangs the main 

" Retire : my hands a fylvan maze have wove, 
" Where Shakefpear, pouring his anlabour'd ftrain, 
Sees Nature liftening with a parent's love/' 
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She faid, and vanifh'd. But her voice divine 
Smiling ferene the thoughtful Power obeyed ; 

Silent (he left her folitaryihrine, 

And o'er the wafte, a pathlefs journey, led. ' 

Deep was the gloom, as thro' furrounding woods. 
Thro' walks impervious to the noon-day blaze. 

O'er rocks that tottering felt the torrent floods. 
O'er lawns illumed by Cynthia's filver rays, 

P2 O'er 
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O'er wilds wc trod, where Winter's freezing hand 
Chills the bleak mountains with eternal fnow; 

O'er climes where Famine waftes thie barren land, 
0*er caves that (hake while Earthquakes roll below. 

To Night's remoteft verge at laft we came; 

When lo ! rejoicing as her veil withdrew. 
Another region, yet unknown to fame, 

A new horizon dazzling rufh'd to view. 

From the tall fummit of an arching hill> 
Wondering I faw the glorious fcenes unfold; 

Thro' groves of citroti crept the amber rill. 

Where flamed the yellow boughs with downy gold. 

A garden here, in vernal beauty bright. 

Shook muiky fragrance on the fcented gale : 

There waved the brown wood, on the darkening fight, 
Or 2^phyr fluttering fkimm'd the lilied vale. 

Now loft in wildnefs was the wandering eye. 
Now pierced the (hady bower's incumbent gloom; 

Soothed as the joyous Spring flood bluihing nigh. 
Or rapt as Summer breathed her deepdiing bloom. 

Each 
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Each fliade a Bard, with wreathing laurel crown'd ^ 
Poflefs'd ; and near the feats of Pleafurc rofc : 

Luxuriant Beauty (hower'd her growth around, 
What copious growth Elyfi.an lawns difclofe. 

*Juft where the hill (thefe happy rnanfions (hown) 
Oerlook'd the pendent trees that waved between ; 

On the fair borders of that temperate zone, 
Tho* rude, yet graceful, fmiled a ruftic fcene. 

Rich yet confufed, the intermingling fprays, 
Uncouthly gay, their fimple flowers difplay'd ; 

Nor here had Fafhion planned the wildering maze. 
Nor Art's foft touch th' entangling (hrubs obey'd. 

• Juft where the hilU &c.] Here live at a time, when the language 
the principal fabjcft of the Poem of their country was harfli and un- 
begins with a defcription of Chau- cultivated. If we look on it as 
cer. It is neceifary to obferve, that faulty and defedlive, it is fiirely the 
thcauthordoes not attempt in fpeak- bufinefs of any writer who would 
ing of the more ancient Britifli imitate their manner, rather to 
poets to imitate the obfolete llyle in clothe fentiments as iimilar as poffi- 
which they wrote. He is of opini- ble to theirs, in fuch language as 
on that the natural arrangement they might be fuppofed to write in 
of the fcenery in which they are the prefent age, than to introduce 
placed, and a correfponding fimpli- an exploded and barbarous phrafe- 
city of cxpreffion, will convey to ology into a language, which it has 
the reader a more juft idea of their taken fo much time and labour to 
charaders and manners, than he render harmonious and elegant. In 
could receive from the moft accurate compliance however with the gene- 
imitation of their didlion. It was the ral talle, a few idioms of this kind 
misfortune of thefe great geniufes to arc admitted here, 

P ^ But 
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But o*er the whole majeftic Nature ftrode. 
Her form difdainful of the mimic hand : 

The brightening Wildernefs before her glow'd, 
Behind gay Plenty cloath'd the brpider'd land, 

A little hamlet in the midft appear'd, 

Where antique figures flood expofed to view i 

Of rough materials was the ftrufture reared. 
And round its walls the clafping ivy grew. 

Not far a laurel's fpreading boughs were fcen. 
Beneath whofe umbrage fat a carelefs Swain : 

Tl^e Dryads tripping o*er the daified green. 

And bleating flocks confefs'd his powerful ftrain. 

Much fung the Swain of love, and much of care, 
Much of th* imperious Wife, the Man forfworn ; 

Much of the Dotard tame, th' infidious Fair, 
The plan projedted, and the gilded horn ; 

How oft the Nymph her ancient mate beguil es 
Scothes when he ftorms, or chuckles as he leers j 

When roufed eludes him with fuperior wiles. 
Or jealous, — burfts in thunder on his ears, 

Th«| 
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Thus pafs'd his laughing hours in eafe away. 
Where ftill new hopes the reftlefs mind employ 5 

Nor clouds dark -lowering quench the beams of day^ 
Nor Sorrow fkulks beneath the fmile of Joy. 

'* Lo! there the Father of the Britifli lyre, 
" Old Chaucer lives, (thus ipoke the Power divine) 

'' Awful, tho' rude. The venerable Sire 
'* Tranfported marks his long-defcending line.'* 

5he ceafed : — ^For near I mark'd a Fairy train. 
Like clouds gay-gleaming mid th* aereal blue i 

[n floating radiance o'er th' illumined plain, 
A glittering tribe, the light aflcmbly flew. 

The mingling hues that tinge the (howery bow. 
The dew that trembles to the fpangling ray 5 

The tints that o'er the fpreading tulip glow. 
The topaz flaming to the orient ray ; 

)uch blended dies their filky wings unfold : 
Young Zephyr wanton'd o'er the gilded plume; 

Bright was the fcene with azure, green, and gold, 
And round the varied landikip breathed perfume* 

P 4 Where 
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Where Art with Nature's rich luxuriance ftrove, 
Half-pruned, half-rambling rofe the leafy iprays i 

A Shepherd Swain, amid the gloomy grove, 
Play'd wildly-fweet his fimple roundelays. 

Of hardy Knight he told, of Fairy Queen, 
Of Lover wan by weeping brook reclined. 

Of Wizard old that fpread his nets unfcen. 
Of Damfel fair to wicked wight rcfign'd j 

Of Una meek, by caufelefs woes opprefi'd. 
As o'er the howling wafle (he roam'd forlorn j^ 

Yet Guilt no tenant of her gentle bread, 
But her's the tear of tender Pity born. 

Ah woe the while !— -To Lofel loofe betray 'd, 

Not the torn treffes of her raven hair. 
No pray'r avail'd the dear unhappy Maid, 

Nor the deep groans of Anguifli and Defpair, 

Meanwhile around him hung the (hining throngs 
So fweetly-various flow'd th' inchanting ftrain j 

The Fay that bore his laurel wreath along 
Was rapt, and ftrct?h'd her eager arm in vain. 

Not 
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Not tin the Swain's melodious plaint Was o'er, 
Ceafed the foft, filent, fympathetic tear j 

The Syrens warbling from the vocal (hore, 

Thriird with fuch melting notes the enraptured ear. 

But now a Garden, like that Eden fair. 

Where firft weak Eve the wily Foe beguiled^ 

Unbounded, floating to the balmy air, 
In all the pride of glowing Beauty fmilcd. 

On loaded trees the cluftering fruitage hung, 
Ambrofia dropping from ^e mdlow bough $ 

The plumy race harmonious anthetns fung, 
Or fipp'd the ne£tar'd rill that ftream'd below. 

What Summer views in all her gay domain. 

What Fable's airy pencil ere beflow'd, 
Whate'er Elyfium's happy fields contain. 
In rich profufion crown'd this bled abode. 

Nor yet wild-fcattering fpread th* exhauftlefs ftore, 
But Tafte to range the copious growth combined i 

Wild Fancy ftoop d to Reafon's gentle lore, 
And Nature's boon informing Art refined. 

2 One 
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One tree o'er all fublltne in grandeur flood : 

So towers on Lebanon's exalted brow 
A Cedar old, and fees the rifing wood 

Around its venerable Parent grow. 

Beneath its fhade, where figh*d the dying Gale, 
Repofed an Inmate of tb' ethereal fkies ; 

With wavy radiance flamed his feathered mail. 
And flafh'd keen lightning frorp his dazzling eyes, 

His hand an apple held, delicious fight ! 

Not like the fruit that youthful Paris gave^ 
Smooth was the glofly rind, with vermeil bright, 

Like Venus blufhing from the filver wave; 

Of power to cleanfe the tainted heart from fin. 
O'er the pure frame to bid corruption ceafe. 

Tune the calm thoughts to harmony within, 
And foothe the boiling pafTions into peac?, 

A Bard was near ; and glittering by his fide 
The Child of magic fong, the melting Lyre, 

Whofe frame with Mufic's fweetefl breath fupplied, 
Wakes o'er the kindling foul celeflial fire, 

I Awhile 
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Awhile in conwrfe high the Angel Gueft 

Held him j^then fwceping o'er the founding ftrings, 

Such drains he pour'd, as mid the climes of reft 
Thrill the high Audience when Urania fings. 

As when an Hermit, whofe fequefter'd cave 
Deep in the (hade of pathlefs wilds is thrown. 

Sees the dim Speflre from the gloomy grave 
Arroufed, and hears the more than mortal tone -, 

Dr ardent marks fome bright ethereal band. 
That tell the wonders of the worlds above; 

How Earth obedient to the great Command 
Arofe : How Angels hymn the Source of love ! 

^we, Hope, and Tranfport feize him as he hears ; 

Such Paffions rofe when firft the Bard began, 
Jung how th* Eternal formed the rolling fpheres, 

Or ftamp'd the breathing duft, and call'd it Maa^ 

To Heavn high-foaring burft th' exalted fong. 

Of impious deeds I heard, and dire alarms j 
pwo mighty hofts I faw, tremendous throng ! 

TTpwcr \ti refiilggnt ipail, and azure arms* 

K^diant 
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Radiant they trod in panoply divine ; •- 

Their Chiefs, dto k-frowning in the van, afar 

Like promontories moved : — the dreadful fign 
Was givcnj and ru(h*d th* angelic tribes to war. 

*Twas Thou, Omnipotent ! whofe parent care 
Then hdd each link of Nature's beauteous chain ; 

Elfe had yon worlds amid the fields of air 

Beenvxhirrd, and Night refumed her dark domain. 

How fweird die foul, as with its fliaggy (lore 
Tom was die fix'd hill from the rocks below ; 

As each ftrong arm th' inverted mountain bore, ^ 
And hud*d th' o'erwhdming ruin on the Foe ! 

Not long I gazed, when down the rending fkies 

The rufliing chariot of Jehovah came : 
J faw the wheels, inftindt with living eyes, 

W^'^pt in the Lightning's broad and (heeted flame. 

Black thunder roar'd around th' avenging God ; 

While on the Whirlwind's wing before Him driven, 
The rebel crew beheld their dark abode, 

Then rcll'd v/ild-howling o'er the verge of Heaven. 

Thus 
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Thus fung the Bard 5 and ftill to fight difplay'd, 
Rofe with his drain each vivid icenc to view ; 

To thought fo juft was Fancy's powerful ftid. 
Her light fo piercing, and her (hades fo truesn 

•f-But fweeter lays now chirn^'d the wiihing mind. 

I turned ; — and eager^ ^s they poured along—— 
What Powers, I cried, whftt heavenly Powers combined, 

Wind yon deep ftream of fgul-diflblving long ? 

Nought fpoke the Goddef$ : but her arm upheld 
Shew'd where a beetling cliff o'erlook'd the plain ; 

Bloom'd from its top each flower-enameird fieldf 
And roird behind the far->refounding main, 

Th' aereal foreft clothed its ragged fide : 

Here fpread f he myrtle bower's harmonioufi maze ; 
The torrent's voice in lulling murmurs died» 

And Beauty's boundlefs wafte o'erpower'd the gaze« 



fSitt/weettr lajs^ &c.] Though found at ^noft is moduUted har- 

there are in Paradife Loft many in- mony, perhaps the reader will not 

fiances of' fmooth and melodious judge the epithet here applied to 

verfification» yet when compared him altogethc^r improper, 
with that of Shakefpear. whofe every 

Of 
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Of toil no trace th' untrodden wild retaih'd : 
But Fancy's hand the (heltering arch had wovc^ 

Fairer than Poet eyed, or Lover fcign'd 
Of clime Hefperian, or Idalian grove. 

For there, obfequious to her varying call. 

The Fairy region at the magic found. 
Girt with the han^ng wood, or mouldering wall, 

Now bloom'd a Villa, or a De(artYrown*d* 

And airy tenants o'er the dimpling ftream 
Hung loofe s or high in aim, in effort bold, 

Suck'd hues ethereal from the dazzling beam. 
To tinge the violet's velvet coat with gold ; 

Or fpoil'd the citron of its rich perfume. 
Or caught the light drop in the liquid air ; 

Or from the wren's bread pick'd the little plume. 
To braid the trefles of the Naiads hair. 

O'er all bright Ariel (hone. His devious wing 
Now fwept foft fragrance in the (picy galej 

Or fluttering from the dewy lip of Spring 

Brufh'd nedlar'd balm, and fliower'd it o'er the dale. 

OV 
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O'er the dim top a gloomy arbour bow'd, 
The boughs dark-fliadowing veird the vaulted blue j 

But opening fair beneath, the viftoed wood 
Gave the gay climes that radiant burft to view* 

• 
Here Shakefpear fat in regal glory bright. 

And mark*d fpontaneous flowers around him blow. 
With fcenes ftill ftiifting foothed his raptured fight. 

Or drunk the mufic of the lawns below. 

Graceful he moved, and fcann'd the wafte of air. 
As his ftrong arm th* avenging bolt could wield. 

Or catch the Tempeft by the ragged hair. 
Or bid an Earthquake whelm the blafted field, 

Sfoung Fancy near her higheft influence (bed. 
Her keen eye kindling flafli'd the blaze of noon : 

rhe peacock thus in glittering plumes array'd 
Sails, while each orient hue refleds a Sun. 

^Jot diftant far another Bard v/as feen, 

(The place was varied, but * their height the fame) 
kVhere heaved the wide deep's placid wave ferene. 

Oft flow, with melancholy ftep he came. 

The 

• Their height the fame.'] The au- placing Offian in fo exalted ftation, 
hor is fufficiently aware, that by he will give offence to fome very 

critical^ 
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The Power of mufing to his thoughtful mind 
Had lent her eagle pinions. 0*er the main 

He hung : — the Spirit of the hollow wind 
Waked on his harp the long-lamenting ftrain. 

Loofe fell his hoary locks ; the fanning air 
Sigh'd thro' the venerable hairs ;*-hi3 head 

A crown adorn'd j— his fwelling cheft was bare j 
His limbs the Warrior's rougher vefture clad. 

No film o'^r^dowing dimm'd his piercing fig^t. 
Nor felt his vigorous form the wafte of Time i 

But tall and ardent as the ions of lights 
O er the rude beech he look'd^ be trod fublime. 



critical, and even to fome good-na- that his intention in placing near to 
tured readers ; which 1^ clafs he each other the two greateft natural 
would wifh to pleafe by any con- genittfea, of which any age or conn- 
ceffion in his power. The former try can boat, is not fo much to re- 
will accufe him of prefumption and prefent them as equally exceUent, as 
want of all poetical taile, for pla- by exhibiting them in one wewt to 
cing any Britifh poet on a level with give the reader as juft an idea as pof- 
Shakefpear, who has fo long, and fible of their feparate chara&ers^ 
fo jufUy maintained an undifputed This remark will in a great meafare 
pre-eminence ; — the latter, of par- obviate the ohjedion of partially, 
tiality to a poet, who (in confi)r- by which in the prefent cafe he 
mity to the abfurd diilindUon which fhould be forry that any reader fup- 
has prevailed among Britons for pofed him to be adkuated. He gives 
fome time) muft in a peculiar fenfe his own opinion of the merit of 
be deemed his countryman. — To Oflian, and is incapable of this 
the firft of thefe he would obferve, illiberal prepoffeffipii. 

The 
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The Mufe ^as neir, wlio points beyond the Iky j 
Whofe rioties divine each meaner care controul, 

^ail on the wiiigs of Harmony, and high 
To fcents all-glorious lift th* expanded foul. 

b Goddefs of the folemn mantle, hail ! 

Qtiecn of the heart, who moveft its thrilling ftrings, 
Waft'ft rapt attention on thy wondrous tale 

Beyotid the littite range of mortal things! 

As OfEaiti ohce, ahl let thy genial ray 
Me too illdtiiine $ while to thought difplay^d 

P*lit the dim (hapes that fhiin the eye of day, 
And fotms that fwiih thro* pale Oblivion's Ihade* 

A. Maid> yet fair in Beauty*s vernal bloom. 
Sat oh the beech with Hftening ardour near j 

Her eyei like dew-drops fpangling thro' the gloomi 
Dropt, as he fung, th' involuntary tear. 

ifet then no grief had touch'd the throbbing breaft : 
Pure from its influence was that fcene refined : 

But Joy's ftrbng beam the kindling foul confefs'd. 
Such as alone infpires th' exalted mind. 

Vol. II. Q_ Epch 
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Each Bard melodious pour'd th' alternate ftrain : 
* Rufli'd the full tide of Shakefpear's magic fong, 

From defert ifles that hear the roaring main. 
To climes where lightly dance th' aereal throngr 

Now howl'd with (hrieks of woe th' unbounded wafte, 
Or waved the brown wood's long-bewildering maze 3 

Or lowered the blackening noon by fpells o'ercaft. 
Or bloom'd the lawn, where fportful Fancy ftrays; 

Or Ghofts indignant burft the marble tomb, . 

Or pined in filent woe the drooping Maid ; 
Or wail'd the Lover mid the blackening gloom 

With trembling lips, and call'd on death for aid. 

To thrill the Murderer's (huddering nerves, unveil'd 
Thro' Night's ftain'd (hade the ghaftly Phantom flood; 

Mutter'd his livid lips, to fight reveal'd. 

And on his rent throat hung the clotted blood. 



* Rufi'd the full tidey &c.] The Night's Dream, Mamlet^ Romeo 

reader will cafily obferve, that the and Juliet, Macbeth^ and the Hifto- 

Tragedies here particularly pointed xical Plays, 
at, are The Tempefl, Midfummer 

Back 
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Back Aarts the Tyrant at the threatening nod : 
His loofe teeth chatter, and his broad eyes glare : 

The Furies o'er him fhake their fcorpion rod. 
And Horror's grey hand lifts his icy hair. 

I faw where England's awful Sovereigns rofe. 
Gloomy they ftrode along the darken'd field j - 

This roll'd the battle o'er his proftrate foes. 
That fhook the burniOi'd helm and gleaming (hield, 

f* Yet vain their boaft, when at th* appointed hour 
Fate wing'd the dart that lays the mighty low ; 

Vain was the downy couch, the rofeate bower, 
To feal in reft the weeping lids of Woe. 

Nor themes fublime alone employ 'd his thought. 
But oft gay fcenes th' unbended mind beguiled j 

Exulting Nature claim'd the finifli'd draught. 

And Care's grim front, and canker'd Envy fmiled, 

f Yet vain their hoafiy &c.] See the celebrated Soliloquy in the fecond part 
Df Henry IVth, Aft 3. Scene i. 

Qjz X But 
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J But deeper plain'd the Caledonian lyre : 

Slow, wild, and folemn, wail'd the melting lays ; 

Of dying groans it fang, of combats dire, 
And told the mournful talcs of ancient days ; 

Of Ghofts dim-gliding on the Moon's wan beam. 
Of feeble founds that tell the Hei;o*s dqoqi^ 

Of Chiefs once famed, that o'er his midnight dream 
Lower dark, and point him to the bnely tomji?. 

He fung the narrow houfe with grafs o ergrown. 
Where oft, as Night involves the dulky fpherc, 

The Spirit hovering o er the mofs-clad flonc 
Shrieks to the Hunter's pierced and.iiartled ear. 

II I faw Balclutha's towers ! — No feftive ftraiix 
Of Mirth loud-echoing (hook the vaulted hall ; 

But there, vain hope ! to f^ed his clamorous, train 
The fearlefs fox o'erlook'd the hanging wall. 

Around 

■ r 

XBuf deeper plain' dy &c.] Cfllan mcmbrance of departed friends ex- 
is perhaps the only writer who is cites in the mind of a perfon who 
uniformly and deeply mournful in has long outlived them ; and prin- 
almoft every fragment ^lie lias left cipally, no doubt, to that fublinje 
us. Perhaps this was partly owing melancholy which is always the per- 
to the flate of (bcicty at the time tion of exalted genius, 
when he fiourlfhed ; partly to the |, j^^^ Balclutha's toxversy &c.] 
gloomy train of ideas which the re- The author wiU venture to affirm, 

that 
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Around was Ruin, Silence, and Defpair,* 

Bleak waftes, and hills with rifted pines o'erfpread, 

Th* enormous rock whofe ragged front was bare. 
And trees that nodded o'er the mighty dead. 

So burfts the blaze of human pride away : 

Fam'e^ Power, and Beauty fport one fleeting hour : 

Each warm and buftling fpends the bufy day, 

At night lies down, and flumbering wakes no more. 

Such were his themes ; while on his cloud enfhrined 

Bold'Fingal fsit, iii majefty ferenc ; 
High o'er his aity fword in ftatc reclined. 

Each thrilling note he' felt ^nd varying fcene. 

Oft feem*d the tear to dim his radiant eye, 
His arm upraifed oft (hook a meteor fliield j 

From his rent heart now burft the pitying *figh. 
Now flamed his look indignant o*er the field. 

that no reader, who is' endowed recalled to the memory, and im- 

with poetic feeling, can read the printed on the imagination, by the 

palFage here referred to in the fingle pidure which Oflian has given 

poems of Oflian, without being \xs oi a fsx looking out of a ijoincio'w I 
fenfibly afFeiled. An inferior pain- Such is the power of a great 

ter would have fixed upon many ex- genius. The reader w^o would 

ternal circumftances, in order to have a compleat view of the cha- 

convey a full idea of the dofolatioa radlcr and merit of this eminent 

wldch obtained in a place, once the poet, may confult the ingenious 

abode of mirth and feilivity. But and elegant Diflcrtation which is 

how forcibly is every circumllance fubjoined to his works. 

0^3 Led 
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Led by the Goddcfs of the ftill retreat. 

From the rude clifFI fcann'd the rcgbn cf'cr: 

Then mark'd, where temperate gales reprefs'd the heat; 
One waving Villa ftretch*d along the fhore. 

Crown'd with fair banks and intermingling flowers, 

On painted beds, a variegated fhow. 
The Graces lay ; while tound their citron bowers 

Each blooming Seafon bade her offspring blow. 

Three lovely Nymphs in fportive train cooibiped 
I faw. The firft in flowing robes was drefs'd ; 

Her raven trefles flq^ted on the Vfind, 

And primrofe wreaths adorn'd her fwelling breaft. 

Warm was her cheek with Youth's inchanting bloom, 
And (haped by Elegance her flender frame ; 

Her eyes young Beauty's fweeteft fmiles illume^ 
And from her lips celeftial accents came. 

The crocus clothed in gold, the fccnted thyme. 
The daify chequering o'er th' inipearled ground. 

Waked by the influence of that blifsful clime. 
Breathed as (he moved (heir foftening balm around. 
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In life's full prime was fecn another Fair : 

Light on a flowery couch her limbs were laid j 

Her bofom loofen'd to the fanning air 

Heaved foft, protefted by the cooling (hade. 

The lawn that floating fcreen'd its charms from view. 
Slow from each orb the fighing Gales remove ; 

And o'er a fpace, pure as th' ethereal blue. 
Contending Cupids waft the breath of love. 

Gay Nature near her richeft garment wore. 
Robed, as when firft in fair embroidery clad 

She moved, fupplied from Heaven's exhauftlefs (lore. 
And radiant (hook her nedar-dropping head. 

Then fung the morning (lars ; th' angelic Quire 

Around exulting pour'd extatic lays j 
Burft the full hymn melodious from the lyre. 

And ho(ts rejoicing join'd the voice of praife. 

Laft came a Nymph of more' commanding mien : 
Her dimpled cheek with deep vermilion glow'd j 

High was her front, exalted, yet ferene. 

And waved the ripen d fields where'er fhe trod. 

0^4 Young 
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Young Cupid$ o*er her play'd on purple wing 5 
The Breeze obfequious wanton'd in her train. 

As with each Confort knit in airy ring 

She danced, and fhower'd her treafures o'er tb? plaio^ 

No Winter here deform'd the fmiling year. 
Nor blackening cloud obfcured the genial ray : 

But lays celeftial warbled on the ear. 
And the bright region felt eternal day* 

A Cattle's towering height o'erlook*d the whplc* 
And near, a Poet pour'd his mazy (bng ; 

The flame of Genius touchy his kindling foul : 
He fung the Seafons, as they fwimm'd along* 

Supine in eafy indolence reclined. 

His limbs lay liftlefs by a purling fl;ream j 

The Mufe unprompted warmed his gentle mind* 
Or wrapt his fenfes in transforming dream, 

f^ Mark (thus he fpoke, nor from his couch aroie) 
*^ O Man ! how Nature paints the blufhing flowef ; 

l^ How tinged by her the rich carnation blows, 
l^ For thee how kind flie weaves the woodbine bpwen 

5 !! Think'ft 
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^ ThinWftt thou the rolling yearns harmQDJous round, 
^' l^H' worldi^' revolving on th^ boundlefs air^ 

* Thy h^U? with woods, thy lawns with herbage crown'd| 
** Tdkat thcfe proclaim no Powers fuperior care ? 

f Hark from, the woodhnd yon mellifluous ftteins \ 

*^ Th& hvSy people of the vocal grove, 
'^ Sooa as the grey dawn gilds th' ethereal plains, 

*^ HaU the gfeat Source of Beauty, Light, and Loyc, 

'* Of thee reproachful fwells th' enlivening note.: 
<* Shall JEIe.wbofc. look fublime beholds the fkie^j^ 

I' ShallHebe.muteP—Forbidit, Virtue, Thought! 
** 'Tis^Naturc's general voice,— Arife ! arife! 

ff Does ftern Ad verfity's corroding hand 

** Thy warmth reprefs ?— Its rage Eugenio knew ; 

ff His, rich in pafture, was the f bailing land ; 
y The harveft. his, , wide- waving on the vicwj 

ff But Wealth avail'd not in the darkening hour j 
" Oa airy wings away the Vagrant fled : 

" The Breeze thus rifling fpoils the witherM flower^ . 
1^ And fpreads its honours o'er their fimple bed^ 

« His 
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*^ His blamclefs Wife, the young Dione nigh, 
** Pined, the flow prey of lifc-confuming care j 

^^ Dim was the beam that fparkled in her eye, 
^' And pale the cheek that bloom'd divinely fair* 

** Two little Infants prattling by her fide, 

*^ From her foft bofom caird the bupfting groan ; 

" Now pleafed with food, and now the boon denied, 
" They kifs'd her gufliing tears, or pour'd their own* 

*« Grief wrung the Father's heart. — Along the vale 
" All defolate he roamed, by man unfeen : 

** Oft to the wafte he told his piteous tale, 
** Or.waird dgefted o'er the pathlefs green, 

" Yet ftill to Heaven refign'd, no voice fevere 
5' Accufed the God who tames the flormy wave ; 

** Who high enthroned o*er man's inferior fphere, 
^* At will rcfumes th' unmcafured gifts he gave. 

** His. prayer at laft th' Eternal Father heard, 
" Pitying He heard, and lent a guiding ray : 

** His clouded brow returning pleafure chear'd, 
*^ An Angel led him where a treafure lay. 

"With 
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5* With joy elate, he eyed the fhining ore i 

" To Heaven then ardent gave the hymn of praife, 

y Juft, when its wrath difperfed his little (lore, 
*^ Yet kind to chaften whom it meant to raife.*' 

Thus fung the Friend of Man. The feathered Quire, 

Still as the grove to Philomela's fbng. 
Soon as low-murmuring ceafed the vocal lyre, 

Pour'd the full ftrcam of fwelling founds along. 

Still had I liften'd -, — but the Power fupreme 

Checked the rapt thought.—*^ Lo! where yon woods 
are fpread, 

^* Where yon cool grot overlooks the floating ftream, 
[' Mark'ft thou the Bard that haunts yon leafy fhadc ?" 

I look'd :— but ah ! what tranfport thrill'd the foul. 
When (his fair margin lined with hanging wood) 

I faw proud Thames his mazy current roll. 
And on his banks another Windfor flood ? 

Yet not the ftream which fees Augufta rile, 

Her fpires high-towering o'er the fwecping tide ; 

A fairer profpcd caught my wondering eyes. 
And gentler iccnes that balmy clime fupplied* 

5 Net 
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Not here, where bloom'd whatever the mind defires^ 
Xhrobb'd the pale Mifer's fickening heart for gainj 

Not thro' thefe groves, where every Mufe infpires. 
The Fleet rode thundering to the ftormy main. 

* But near the grotto's deep and thoughtful gloom. 
Reclined at eafe the Bard of Windfor lay ; 

Behind, a fmiling garden breathed perfume j 
Rich was its robe, and facred from decayi 



The fpiry Obelifk's monumental bafe 

Still told the fighing heart Editha's name ; 

The Mount's dark fummit crown'd with cluttering (prays 
Still bade his oaks preferve the Poet's fame. 



* But near the grotto* s^ &c.] The 
reader who has {ben Mr. Pope's 
feat at Twickenham, will imme- 
diately recognife the objefts of this 
defcription. Such as have not en- 
joyed this pleafure will obferve, that 
it is iltuated fo near the bank of the 
Thames, as that a paffenger going 
up the river can at a glance fee 
through the openings of the grotto 
into the garden to which it leads. 
The principal objects which attract 
the eye of a ftranger, upon going 
through the garden, are the obelifk 
which our poet has ercfted to the 
memory of his mother, and the 
little romantic mount which is raif(?d 



of the fam^ materials' with the 
grotto. The obelifk is a fquare pil- 
lar Ihaped like a pyramid, with the 
following 'inf^ription oh the bafe,' 
which fhews in fo amiable a light ' 
the poet's filial tendemefs. — Ah 
Edith a! — MuLiERUM^opfiifA, 
— Matrum Amantibsima: — • 
Vale. The mount is overfhadowed 
with fome venerable old oaks, which 
form a recefs cool, gloomy, and fe* 
queftered. It (lands near brie end 
of the gardenr, and its funinlit i»ic- 
clofed in fach a manner as toprefent 
orily lYi frohf, through' a long viflo 
of trees, the fpire of a toWtt feen 
dimly and at a diftance* 

An 
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An elm's high boughs that wanlton'd io the wind 
Screened him :s— the wood with accUtns^tiQn rung j 

While o'er the ftream on fapphire cars reclined. 
The Uue-eyed Nynaphs lay Uftening as he fung* 

Of Shepherds pipiog o'er th' erjameird mei^d^ 
Th' unpraftifed FaJfRyet innocently coy i 

Of poplars bending to the tuneful reed. 
Of the ^ep torrenjt, and defpairing boy ; 

Of Swains he tdJ^d, untu|lior'd yet to guile, 

Whofe fpodefs poifl^ fparcc knew the taiijt of fin ; 

To joy aliv;c, to Love's bewitching fmile : 
Around was peace, and pkafure all within* 

But ah 1 on earth can Pleafure e'er endure? 

O Ye, who ardent fcarch her fecret cell. 
Ere yet roll on the dark defponding hour. 

How vain your bpaft l?t Eloifa tell ! 

Lo ! her wild ftep, abandoned and alone. 
Roams the pale cloifter's dofdlated round ; 

Her tears, vain torrent ! wafte the flinty ftone. 
And the long iiles with Abelard refound. 

Led 
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Led by the taper's dim and flitting beam. 

While fond Remembrance points the venom'd dart. 

Swims the pad hour in vifionary dream ; 
It fades ! and Anguifh flings the bleeding heart. 

Nor yet to wake meek Pity's tender figh. 
To paint ftcrn Rage, or inly-vllffting Woe, 

His only themes :-T-the philofophic eye 

Serene explored the fources whence they flow. 

Of Man he fung, as in the afcending fcalc 
Of Being placed he feeks a dubious road. 

With impious hand would draw the facred veil. 
That from the Creature fcreens th' informing God, 

Himfelf unknown, his towering hope a(pires. 

Vain wi(h ! to know what Heaven's great Sire defign d; 

Nor fees His Power in yon ethereal fires, 

Nor marks His Wifdom beaming in the mind. 

Rough Paflion tamed to Reafon's ftrong controul. 
The temperate calm of cool deciding thought ; 

Thefe (hew the God whofe light illumes the foul, 
Thefe point the deep-laid plan by Wifdom wrought. 

Let 
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Let Judgment then with fteddy hand pre(id«; 

'Tis hers to tame rude Ire's unlicenfed groan : 
Check each fell impulfe of prefumptuous Pride^ 

Nor, form'd by others, call their fearch thine own. 

Look round :— 'Twas Inftind formed the focial chain : 
Th' induftrious ant, the mining mole behold : 

This taught thee firfl to hoard the copious grain. 
And that to dig the harrow'd earth for gold. 

To join thy force in firm compared band, 
Where each affifts, one power proteding all. 

The Bees firfl: taught by Nature's great command. 
And round the clofe hive ftretch'd the circling wall. 

Deem'fl: thou, proud worm ! the fix'd decrees of Fate 
For thee bid Joy awake, or Beauty (hine ? 

The linnet fporting with his tuneful mate 

Shares fweeter hope, and purer loves than thine. 

Art thou the Lord of Nature's wide domains ? 

On nought beneath depends thy boafted crown ? 
Ere truth confirm the plea thy pride maintains, 

.—Go give the Goofe her feather and her down. 



/ 
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Know Heaven's great fyfletnimries a gttiersil cud : 
Each gains df pleafure his pr&pdrtk>n*d jQiait ; 

Thefe in the icale advance, and tfaofe dcfeehd^ 
Each boon Ml balant»d by its weight dfcatei 

AH fpcak th* BternaVs wifdotti bottnfy, {)"ower j 
Great in the means, impartiait in the dbdtai ! 

Theirs is the prcfent irroffenfive hotff, 
And -f- thine the hope that points beyohd th'6 bifi1)i 

Such was the moral lay j though bt>td, fdkhcAi 
Clear, foK, mclodiods was each fwetling nc*6 : 

Calm Rcafon's force, with :|: plaftlc Fancy joih'di 
<5avc flie ripe growth df lirong and manly thoa^fc 

Stiii 

t Thine tbebope^ &c.]^ tn the ac- to its excellence. For a ftmilariea^ 

count here given of the writingd of fon the name ot Adfifon is' litit la-' 

Pope, the author hath mentioned ken notioe of. THis ^gremt mai 

only thofe pieces, which entitle him cannot claim, as a Poit^ that higii 

to the charafter t)f a defcriptive, or ^t^ir\ cf paftCjgyrit, to wUitti Ifc ii 

^hilofophical poet. His fatires and entitled as an EJfayifiy and a Critic. 

tranflations are therefore omitted. The author therefore rather chofc 

The Rape of the Lock defeired in- to fay nothing of him, than to itiakrf 

deed particular notice ; but a full a faint encomium on fo eminent t 

detail of its merit would have led writer, 
the author into a train of images, 

which might have been deemed im- J Plajiic fancy y &c.} That PopcJ 

proper in a work profefledly fcri- joined to a clear and f)Cnetrating 

♦us, and a curfory view, unequal judgment the force of a creadv^ 

imagina* 
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©till giow'd new pro/pcds on my wondering gaze> 
But diflant now the glimmering fcenes were viewM ; 

irhe tower fcarce trembled thro' the noon-day blaze. 
And the tall Foreft touched the flaming cloud* 



imagination, b (in the author's opi- 
hion) clear from almofl tviry part 
bf his wiitingir. It is ibtaige» that 
the peitons who will not allow nim 
any extenfive Ihare of this laA fa- 
fcnlty, ihoald yet make fuch hig;h 
tacomioms on hH Windfor Foreft, 
his Rape of the Lock, and his £lo- 
ifa to Abelard. The fubje^ls of 
hia, iUdaftic writings do not admit 
of that rich painting and exuberant 
imagery, which are C6nfpitttous ifi 
%he others ; but it does not ftirely 
follow, (even fuppofing Pope never 
to have iVrote a poem purely de- 
fcriptive) that becaufe a writer 
makes choice of fuch a fabje^, and 
treats it with Judgments he is dif- 
qualified, merely on that accmmtf to 
4o jiiftice to another which requires 
imagination. Beiidesy it is an un- 
queftiodable truth, that an author 
who is capable of painting with 
'^ngth and variety at one time» 
aiay he able to difplay the fame ta- 
^t on a fimilar fubjedi at another. 



— With what propriety thed can 
the poet, who (to uft the wor<Js of 
a late ingenious critic) throws out 
images ** which are truly fublime 
** and ilr6ng]y ^onc6ived, who 
<< adopts the ftrongefl and boldeft 
" epithets it the Engiiih liaftguage^ 
** who by uniting the richeft fancy 
" with the moft delicate fatire, fur- 
** paflbth even the ' cxcfcllenCe of 
" Shake{i)ear*;" with what pro- 
priety can fuCh a poet be faid to 
have pofTefTed only a moderate fhart^ 
of that faculty, to which he was in* 
debted for this juft encomium ?— > 
The learned and elegant critic who 
writes in this manneri ought rather 
to have regretted, that Pope did not 
always make choice of fubje^f 
which were fuited to the Aiblimity 
of his genius, than to have afked La 
One part of his work, •• what there 
is very fublime, or very pathetic t** 
in an author, from whofe writings 
he has extra£ted fuch pregnant ex* 
amples of pathos and fubUmity. 



, * S«e an Caqviry into the Writingi tni Geaios cif Popti 
tM-I>edic*tiontoDr.yoonk. :'"^ 
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Yet (tin infatiate, the delighted eye 

O er each (ok (hade with pleadng wonder ran : 
The Power whofe rapt (bul fcans the boiindleis (ky, 
Indu}ged my hope, and gentle thus began. 

^ Amid yon woodland's deq> and (lill retreat, 
** Yon haunts that breathe of folitade and lore, 
^' Bards yet unfeen their tender tales repeat, 
^^ And melting mufic (leals along the grove. 

^* Yon lawn thou (eeft, with mh indoiurea crawn\) ^ 
*^ Not rude, but * rear'd in hafte Its fruits appear: 

** See, noxious weeds o'cr-run the fertile ground, 
^' And blight the promiie of the fmiling year. 

•« Yet far the worth that little fault overpays: 

Spring robes the mead, and fragrance (bents &t ak, 
With golden fruitage gleam the bending fprays. 
And blooms the verdant dale proluiely £ur» 
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^ Rgar^JsM bafit, &c.] This de- to write by the moft powerful of aS 

fcripdon of Dryden*s fituadon al- indiicement8» I mean that o|[ indi* 

ludes tothehafte, and incdrred man'* gencc* 
«er in which he wa9 often compelled 
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'< *Tis Dryden there, that fvireeps the trembling ftrings. 

^ Dim by yon rereading pine thou ieeft him (land : 
VHaiic 1 the wild woods loud echcnng as he (ings 1 

^^ The lyre reibunding owns a Mailer's handr ' 

* From (ong to (bng, from theme to theme conveyed, 
^^ He thrills, exalts, tranfports, overwhelms the foul } 

^ His lays with fuch perfuafive ardour plead, 
^^ Such rapid lightning whirls him to the goaf. 

^ Nor blufli^ great Bard, that in thy glorious flight 
•* Thine eye o*erlook'd what meaner minds farvey : 

* A fly cart mark what *fcapes an Eagle's fight, 

^^ When (brined fublime aimid the blaze of day. 

^ Light as die fteed that bounds along the plain, 

" The heav'n-bred Genius darts to reach its aiih : 
^ Bdiifid, the leaden, dull, dejefled train 

6rettp on, and fearful ftart, but mifs the game. 
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* Beyond him far, fcarce thro* the opening wood 

•* Thou mark'ft yon mount that fpcaks the Mafter^s flcill; 

* Half-fcen, it mixes with the azure flood :-^ 

** There reigns the fweet-tongued Bard of Cooper's Hill. 

R a «• Still 
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*' St31 like yon (lream« fmooth, eafy, clear, ferene, 
^* Strong, yet harmonious, fwell tb* inftrudive layij 

'* Thjc tree that (hadesi the flower that paints the fcenci 
*^ Each to the mind fome moral troth conveys^ 

^ In each young bud that decks the ibaded vale, 
^ ** Prefumptuous Man 1 thy fleeting life behold s 
** See it unfolding to the vernal gale ! 

^* Lo Summer tips its glittering leaves with gold ! 

^ Like thine its florid pnme, its early doom, 
•• Its velvet robe, its gay refplendent dyes } 

^^ But firoils untimely nip the withering bloom, 
'^ It droopsj declines, and all its beauty files. 

*' So flies thy youth, a vain deluding dream ; 

•* Vain, but when Virtue points to joy refined, 
'* Pours thro' the gloom her bold enlivening beam^ 
And warms with future hope th* exulting mind* 
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" Such is his ftrain ; while near a bubbling fpring^ 
*^ Screened by the mournful yew's preceded ihade, 

^* Hapt Cowley liftcning hears the Poet fing, 
^^ ^nd %hing lifts his melancholy head. 

*' Sweet 
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^ ?wcct Bard ! But * form'd for folitudc and eafc, 
" Why toird thy ftcp where ftorms and tcmpcfts rave ? 

^* Thine were the arts that foftcn, while they pieafe; 
*^ Let others ride the black tumultuous wave. 

'^ See, through the depth of yonder winding maze, 
" Where Waller, Weft with Saccharifla's oiiartra, 

^^ Now eyes her kindling with delighted gaze, 
^^ Or clafps the fmiling Beauty in his arms. 

^' Let thefe awake thy feeling hpart to love : 

^* See o'er her necl^ th? glp0y locks deicend ; 
^* Serene (he moves, the GpdAefs of the grove. 
Or links reclined on her proteding Friends 
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^ O bleft I whom Fancy from the buftling cre^ 

^' Seleds, and grants to raii^ th' infpiring ipng s 
^' Tp theie great Natuiip points each happier vievi^ 
To thefe her Qrft, her higheft cares belongs 
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• Fwnfdfw foUtnde^ fcc] Covjt- country, withoiit obt^ning Ac rf» 

ley, with a difpofition formed to ward due to hb merit, integnt/^ 

#njoy ^th exquiiite rt lifii the plea-* and diligence, fpent the UA years of 

fnret of retirement, was thrown by his life in ^n obfcure iplitude, from 

the accidents of life into the world, which he could n«irer be prevailed 

and after labouring for many years upon to return to a icourt* 
vm c^dually in the fcrvice of his 

R 3 "To 
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^^ Ah ! grant me, Goddcfs, in this calm retreat^ 
•* Far from the haunt of bufy man, to roam : 

^^ Ah ! grant to Life-s weak bark, by tempefts beat, 
*^ So blcft a refuse, fp fecure an hpme. 



fovtxt and at laft died in obfcurity. 
— Spencer was fUil more unfortunate 
^an kis prcdcccffor^ Perfecuted by 
tlie Lord Jre^furex Puiflcigh, £^om 
his firft appeai-ance at the court of 
Elizabeth^ he paid a long and fruit- 
lefs atteqd^Dtre on the Qreat, an at- 
tendance, in certain circuni(lances» 
of all otheri the moll difagreeable 
\o a^ elegant and fcnfible mind ; 
f^d 4epriv6d at laft of an cftate, 
which he obtained iq ^reland, by 
fhe rebellion of thcEarf of Pefmond^ 
be retume4 tp his native country, 
and died pf a broken heart.— 
Sh^pfpeay, born of parents who 
werf pnable to difcover the proper* 
fity of bis genius, was deprived of 
the advanuges of a liberal educa-^ 
tion, and raifed himfelf to notice 
by the iopce of bis uncultivated and 
in|ii^ifabl|? genius, ynfupportcd 
by ^ patron, he cntcrpd into a com- 
pai^y of pUj-crs j ^jid might hayf 
flie4 in in^igcopc and Qbfcuriiy like 
hi« prQdec5^c;.s, had he not a^quire^ 
*n in^i:pei:dcnt fortune by l^is writr 
ingq.-ryThe fate of Cowley we haye 
already n^cwcnpd^ f^d that. of 



MUto^ is well known, Penl^am 
and Waller were happy in being 
poiTefled of eftates, which defceoded 
f|fom thei^ anceftors. — ^Pofterity yvill 
obferve with indignation, that the 
faults which are fo confpicaous ia 
the writinf^s of Dry den, were occa« 
fioned by the two gceatcft ohftmo 
tions to every noble effort of the 
human mind,— want and depend- 
ence. The former compidled hiQ 
to fupprefs the exertions of his own 
genius, that he might pleii^e the 
taile of a corrupted age ; the latter 
crufhed the powers of his imagina- 
tion, and limited the firc^om of his 
ienuments.— ThoqiiKm had indeed 
the good fortane to be patronize4 
by ^me. men, of tafie and genius^ 
^ho r^4^|ed his life ea^, an4di4 
hoQonr to bis incmoxy. Pope* likq 
ghakefpear, purchafed iqd^ndeBq 
by |hc ^e of hif w<»lw. Siijch haft 
been the (^te ^ ibi^e of the gieate} 
gf niufes, qf .^^^oi^ any age or conaT 
try can rea&naj:^ly hf^. Let ns no( 
boweve^ l^e (p par^al aa to ^fcribf 
this feues of anhappy events altoge* 
(^"f (0 ingf»iiud^ or fven to thf 
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F< To (earcfa, to mark, to fei^e the glittering fpbilt 
*< Let thcfe the Mifers low-born thought employe 

f* Bi|t fay, what prize rewards the Muie^s toil I 
<< Yields her fuperior ainv th' expefivd joy i 



?^ Ah no I Pale Envy^s green and baleful eye 

*^ Blights the rich wreath ^around her temples twined j 

f • Or Want forbids her moulted wings to Ay^ 

f* Or Core's bleak mildews damp th* aspiring mind« 



iad tafie of $ rudm and iindilHn- 
gfliihing people. Calm refledion 
will fttggeft other, and perhaps jailer 
caafes, ffom which thefe e&^ ma/ 
be traqed. The talents which form 
an accompliihed writer, aOid thofe 
^hich qualify a man forrifingin 
life, are in themfelyes ejhuialij M/- 
/ermt, and are very feldom anite44n 
anyonqperfon. Indeed, it is fcarcc 
poiible that this anion can take 
place, unlefs in fomq ve^ nnoom- 
mon and paftic^lar iniU^^ces. The 
inan of letters is formed in folitude ; 
the man of the world, in fociety. 
It is evident, that before thefe can 
i^ properly bonded, an a^oent 
fortune muft concur with native ge- 
nius, and with a difpofition fuited 
to make a moderate ufe both of fo- 
litude and fociety. ^hcr% thefe ad- 
vantages do not mdet together, the 
^an of leuers becomes oroud, fyl^ 



len, iiefenred^ from die iaffirA coii- 
icioufnefs of fuperior merit, jwied. 
with little Experience of life or 
manners; and thus the difagreeabTe 
companion effaceth the impre;ffion 
which is made by the writer. Dift« 
dence and Modefty, which are like* 
wife the attendants of Genius^ ho^* 
ever amiable in themfelves, ai<e yet 
b^ no xneai;^ calculated tp render 
their poifeflbr opulent. They are 
ftades, indeed, which hdghten tkt 
graces of merit to the difcerning ;— ^ 
but they are (hades likewife, which 
conceal it from the giddy and faper* 
ficial. If we add to thefe caufea 
df envy which eminence in any 
profe^on naturally excites, we (hall 
account, at leaft in a gre^t meafure» 
for the narrow and contrafted cir- 
cumflances, in which men of genius 
are permitted to live. 
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^ Un^ Hf iboliie mean Plndc^s prdiimpctioiis idbeme, 
f^ Utvtavght ibfi: Flattery's fmooth and guileful art; 

^ On Guilt's dark (brine to pour the Mufe's beam^ 
^* Or noimic Gladness with a buriiiog heart ^ 

^^ To cheek th' ind^mmt glance^ when wanton Power» 
, *^ ThiOned on the mouklering wrecks fhe joys to raife, 
^ Rifles dpipoodtng 'Virtue's little ftore» 
. :^ Or |noes when Trudi confers tii* imp^Mial praife: 

.^ TIm^ ftfls mknown^ ah I iA the peaceful gvot, 
^ Where fleeps meek InnocencCj a blamelefs gue({^ 

^ Calm let me fit» fix)m life's vain fcenes fcrootC) 
^^ And weary pre(s the downy couch of KeSU^ 

With piiy trmnblipg o'o- her placid mien. 

With looks that bade each meaner care fublide^ 
Jwdolgeoc near me fmiled the k)nely Qiieen, 
' And lenient thus with (bodiin^ voice replied. 



Then wouLd'ft thou quit the poft aflign'd by Hfsaveoi 
•* To fpend thy years in liftlcfe eafc awiay ? 
Marks not thy thought, by lawlefs frenzy dnven, 
♦* Truth's form divine, and Judgment's guiding ray? 
2 " Not 
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«« Not thus the train who haunt thefe bUfiful bowers : 
** Like thee on Life's tuomltuous ooun caft^ 

** They broke the billows with cdlefied powers^ 
<< Look'd to the future^ nor depk^-ed the paft. 

** Was Virtue's prize an unfubftandal name^ 
<< N<tf then had Hope impatient eyed the goal ; 

'< Nor Heaven with (Irength had fteel'd the manly frame, 
.^^ Nor placed the lamp of Reafon in ^ £)uL 
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Tis MBn% etc yet th^ important ^d is gained. 
His poft to guards to ftrengthen, to defend : 
« Wretch, deemed by WiiJiom for thyfclf ordain'd, 
^ Know'ft thov tbe dos of Brotfaer or of Friendf 



<< Thon^ born to bear» 'tis not thy taik dkxie s 
" Sec, even thy Foe participate^ the care : 

*' Pale in thy lowering £ite he marks his own. 
^* Thus ail combine {o foothe, and one to fiiare. 

** « As thus thy forrow claims another's aid, 
** Thy daring deed another's fmile repays: 

** Tell, when th' embattled legion ftands difplayed, 
^ Will he who ftorms the ranks difdain the praife ? 

« Whence 
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'* Whence is Ambition^s bold and noble aim ? 

" Why leaps th' impaffion'd brcaft at Glory's calU 
^ Why fluttering pants the beating heart for fjime^ 

** If Joy, to one confined, regards not all ? 

^* Thus All conno^ form the fodal band : 

" With Nature's birth th- important league began; 

^« Who breaks its law, difd^ims th^ Almighty hand, 
^J That world to world conjoined, and Man to Man, 



Yet rufli not headlong to the worfc extreme ; 
^' Nor form'd for life, be Solitude unfbught ; 
Mine is the gentle, yet the piercing beam» 
" That opes the buds of flow progreflive thought. 



cc 



^ When PafBon (hoots her lightning from the eye, 
" I curb the Fury in her wild Qareer; 
Or, a$ the thrilPd heart h^^yes the pjtyiqg ^gh. 
Bid Reafbn whifper to the liftening ear. 



cc 



M She, meek-teyed Queen, to calm th* in|?rnal war, 
*• Serenely mild, affumes her awful thrpnc ; 

♦^ Ocrawed, th' inferior Powers attend her bar i 
« Even Hagc rcluftant ^bccHs his bujiling grpan. 
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* Chained at hetr foot impetooas Frenzy lies, 

*' Fell Envy gnaws her rankling lips in vain i 

* Hate from her grafp unlocks th* atrefted prize, 

*' And Rancour muttering churns the galling rcim 

^ When Night o'erihadowing lulls the world to red, 
^ Oft to my cell her graceful fleps are borne i 

^< There, like the orient flar diat gilds the eaft, 
^' She pours the foft effufive rays of mora^ 

^ Her ftep purfue thro* Life's perplexing road, 
** CooFd, when fhe calls each murmuring plaint to cealiec 

'< Her voice exalts th' illumined foul to God ; 
^* She walks with Nature, and her paths are peace. 

'^ Thus taught) when Earth reclaims its kindred clay, 

" When Death's long fleep diflblves thy mortal framcj 
'• Here may 'ft thou reft, while fome melodious lay 
In tuneful notes configns thy praife to fame : 



€t 



* That not by Envy ftain*d, nor dup'd by Pride, 

" That not o'erpower'd by Fancy's dazzling beam j 

* Still prone ^o foftcn where thou could'ft not hide, 

"Cal:; ';. :* looked, asNatureiketch'd thy theme." 

2 She 
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She faid,— ^and gradual from the fight withdrdw: 
Weak as Uie murmor 6f the dying gale» 

Stole her laft bitath, Whiid on th' unbended view 
Riiih'd tl^e dadc wood, and folitary dale. 
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PARADISE 



O E M. 



O Qui me gelidis fub inontibus Haetni 
SIftcCy & ingenti ramorum protcget umbra t 



VlRO- 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

rHlS following little attempt was undertaken at the 
defire of the Gentleman who raifed the elegant 
la, whole various fcenery it Is intended to defcribe. 
le Author hopes that fuch of his Readers as know 
N difficult it is to give a fenfible mind entertainment^ 
the perufal of a defcriptive poem of any length, will 
life him if he has upon fome occafions indulged him-- 
very freely in the vein of moral fentiment arifing natu- 
y from the fubjeft j as others who may have ob(erved . 
t, in eonfcqucncc of the many elegant productions of 
I kind which have lately made their appearance, it is 
afdaous'if not an impoffible talk, to throw an air of 
jinafity on this Ipecies of compolition, will perhaps be 
lined tb^ pardon him, if they find that he has fome- 
es attempted to diverfify the defcription, by admitting 
der images than are ufually employed in painting 
at is called Still or Rural Life. The Writer's in- 
tion will be fully anfwered if his Readers Ihould re- 
^e fome part of that pleafure from pcrufing the tranf- 
)t, which he himfelf felt in contemplating ^nd in 
ying the original, 

i^oL. 11. S Explanation 



Explanation of the PlatiS, 



THE Genius of the place is rcprefented reclining in t 
little arbor, on the bank of a river, in a poftureez* 
prefTive of deep' attention to a Shepherd on the oppqfite 
bank of the dream, amuHng a rural beauty with an air on 
his reed. She is drawn with the infignla of one of the 
Mufes, is fuppofed to have dropt her lute in the reverie, 
and laid her hand on her heart, as expreilive of her feelings. 

See the Poem, 1. i6i, &c« 




Ttfy/f'T jM. jV^rhiA. 
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OF rural fcenes I fing; — the winding ftream, 
The grove, the garden, form the f.nple theme :: 
Hail to the woodland {hade, the peaceful vale ! 
Ye dark retreats, ye bowers of Quiet, hail ! 
Thefe, v^'hen improved by Science, Tafte, and Thought, 5 
Art moulds the plan by forming Nature wrought ; 

S 2 Dimm'd: 
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Dimm'd by no cloud like Life's eventful day, 
Firft claimed, and ftill awake, th' infpiring lay» 

Lo ! mid* yon arch of fliaping' pines diiplay*d. 
What form ethereal roams th' incumbent fliade I iq 
'Tis (he !— the meek-eyed Genius . of the grove, 
Whofe thriird heart vibrates tQ the plaint of love ; 
Oft, as along the folitary plain 
Lured by the dying lute's melodigiisftraio^c 
Penfive fhe roves ; — the hill's awl^l btow, j^ 

The vales beneath with deeper verdure glow ; 
The love-lorn fwain fufpends his mournful tale,, 
Struck with the found that trembles on the gale. 
Lifts to the feeble voice, (the form unfeen) 
And deems that Fairies tread the haunted green. 20 

Woo'd by yon fcene, where Art's controuling power 
Shapes the bold arch, or weaves the (heltering bower j 
Yon gardens fwelling on the wandering gaze. 
The lawn's loofe robe, the wood's bewildering maze. 
The couch where panting Labour {hares repofe, 25 
The ftream gay-gleaming thro* the mingling boughs, • 
Fruits heap'd like thofe on Eve's luxurious board ; — 
She deems the fcene — a Paradife reftored. 



Led 
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Led by, the Power, I gaze entranced around. 
And eye th' o'er-fhading hills, an awful mound 1 30 
The crefccnt-heights half-circling round the dale, 
'Inclofc a fruitful field, a temperate vale *. 
Crown'd with rough wood the pendent clifTs are feen. 
Shades dill beloved, and boughs for ever green ; 
Form'd, when the eddying Waft's refiftlefs fway 35 
Sweeps the proud dome, or yielding arph away. 
To fliield the plain, where its refrcftiing breath 
Shakes the loofe bank, or murmurs o'er the heath s 
So Tempe fcreen'd by cloudy Pelion's brow, 
So Arno fpread where gales ethereal blow, 40 

(Gay Florence dancing on the fwelling wave) 
Lye calo), nor hear the diftant tempeft rave. 

But lo ! the beauteous fcenes unfolding fair. 
Yon f walk invites to breathe the fcented air! 
Say whence great Nature that elyfian bloom ? 45 

♦ The beautiful little Villa de- Author remembers to have feen) 

fcribed in this Poem, lies on a plain, through the void betwixt which 

around which the hills form an am- fruit trees are feen dropt at fome 

phitheatre, and leave an opening diftance on the grafs-plots, while a 

only to the fouth, where the furface is vifto opening in the front difcovers 

Smooth, and almofl perfectly leveU the gardens and wildernefs, and 4 

continued bank of flowers lines 

f .A noble avenue of pines (the either £4^ of the walk, 
loftieft and moA magnificent the 

S 3 Whence 



$^^ PARADISE? 

Whence blows the fragrant gale that wafts perfume, 
Whence all the fweets yon leafy groves exhale ? 
Yon melting notes that breathe along the vale : 
Thou mighty Parent ! bidft the liberal grain, 
Or field wide ripening, glad th' exulting fwaiii^ 5q 
To toil confign^ft the pebUc and the ore ^ 
But Taftc ^ifplays the wonders of thy power. 
8he fmoothed yon level green, and called to view 
The banks that glow with each refplendent hucj 
Propt the rich fruitage o'er each velvet hed^ 55 

And rear'd her train beneath th* indulgent fhadc^ 
So, oft' in Life's fequefter'd vale, unknown 
Unheeded Genius blooms and waftes alone ; 
Unfeen who (port in Power's imperial dome, 
jBhe woos the haunt where Quiet loves to rpam ^ 60 
There juft beheld, (her hour of paftime cr) 
Yeird in the waving umbrage, £hines no mqr?. . 

Ranged in long rows yon gloomy pines appear, 
An awfpl height ! nor heed the varying year : 
Their {J>ade, impeirvious to tlie noonrday beani 65 

Prompts Thought and Fancy's foul-entranqingidrgafn. 
Q when meek Eve, (each fultry breath witMrawn)* *: 
{Shakes her loofe dew-drops o'er th' aerial lawn j 
When Irg fubfides in each diflblving breaft, 
^t\i Q^^^ whifpering footlies the foul to reft j ^q ^ 
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Be mine yon arch o'ercaft with darkening fprays. 
Yon haunt where rapt, lone Contemplation ftrays ! 
There mufing deep as Nature points the theme. 
Let thought explore frail Life's myflerious dream : 
Sec Hope's gay pile by fweeping blafts o'erturn'd jg 
Or Pride low-groveling on the duft it fpurn'd 5 
Stain'd on Ambition's front th' o'erfliading plume, 
Or chiird on Beauty V cheek the withering bloom; 
Fled with th^ wreath that glowed on Fancy's brow. 
Her dream that glittered like th* aereal bow ; 80? 

Care's tearful eyes in death-like (lumbers preft. 
And Toil reclining where the weary reft. 

Lo ! where yon woodbine bower invites repofe, 
A Fairy-court, a fwelling garden blows ; 
Rear'd on its verge, where Art projefts to plcafe, 85 
A couch luxuriant lures the fons of eafe. 
See cluftering round, in varying foliage clad ; 
Gay Flora's train that paints th' enamel'd bed. 
The tulip caft in Nature's faireft mould. 
The violet's purple robe inwove with gold ; 90 

The cowflip's honied eye, and by the gale 
Bent low, the flower that gilds the lonely vale : 
Or pure NarciiSus, bathed in morning dew. 
Or thyme light-ftreak'd with heav'n's ethereal blue; 

S 4 Carnations 
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Carnations varying as autanonal ikies, ^j 

And pinks illumed with Beauty's fugling dyes, 

Hi^&E oft', *tis faid, beneath wan Qyntbia'^ ray^ 
Thy train, Titania, fport their hours away^ 
Oft to yOAbank the glittering throng repair^ 
(Pure forms, that lightly ikim tbe.fluidiair)^ ico 

Intent to catch the liquid dews, or &edi 
The dropping ungpents o*er e^h fcentedbodtj^ 
Qr fuck from oils di' ethereal: fweets, and bi:ieatba 
The cloud whofe baloi|0'erfpread$>thc wtldfetbeaeatfa:. 
Then waning as tl^e twbkling jaqi|f)s depay*. lo^ 

J^al§ on the fading tnoon-beaoi glide away. 

Stretch'p on the couc]h> as M^ih delighrtwieysesK' 
X;fcan thefcenes, what'fnoiUngprofpp!^^^^^! ^ 
Pere edged with hawthprrt.liefithe d&ified grcehj^ 
There glows \Yith bluCNngfruit ,tb' uAlb)dfng!(eene{» lit;'' 
Or Villas gay with. circling fields appeafs ' 

Or ftreams low-ipprmuring lure th- inchAilted earj 
Qr feen remote, far pa the uplapd height^ 
Dina waves the bfown wood on thp darkening :fighfc: 
Yet pafs the year.} and lo ! wilh'frowasijo'ercait. is^ 
Stern Winter freezjng^ Jays its glories wa(lfc>f . . 
Touch 'd by his hand,, the fleeting verdore.o^dr^; 
P^l^}^ fftildcw? withering taint the leafy ftore^ 
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Till wandering thoughtful o'er the bowers o'crthfrown. 
The eye (c^cp m^ks where once their beauty (hone. 1 26 

Sucw^ to cialm Thought's expertenccd eye difplay'd 
O'er Life's fair morning fweqps th' invoWng fhade. 
Serene and rapt by Pleafure's glittering dream; 
The youth leaps headlong on thb furgy ftreanl ; 
gees on its bank die golden fruitage gloW, 125 

Or drinks rip* ne<aar from- the tempting bough ; 
On marfas^ thcf cooling fcadcs with eag«r eye 
Elate, nor joyous deenis the tempeAr nigh. 
When lo! the cbuds grow black ! rfie winds afl&il ! 
Age chills the blood, or poifon taints the gale ; 130 
Where then the fcenes that held th' enraptured view ? 
Giy dreanas pf love, ' and joys for ever new ? 
Ah ! whe» the hbpes of mirthful Fancy born ? 
The fotmS' irefplendent as the dews of mom ? 
Young charms that dance in Love s defiring eyes ? 135 
The kindling chale, and fbul-inchanting prize ? 
]Falfe as yon varying lawns th' illufive toys ; 
^n hour unfolds them, ^nd an hour dellroys. 

O mid^ this fccne where low'ring thunders roll, 
33e mine calm Reafon's ftrong but juft controul : 140' 
When dies th* overwhelmed heart to grief confign d ; 
^I^en Paffion*s whirlwind tears the maddening mind ; 
a Or 
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Or pandng Hope CcdTce marks the dreary (hore ; 
Or melts the breaft to Pleafure's guileful lore : 

grant the placid look, the foul ferene, 145 
The temperate wi(h that keeps the golden mean ! 
The plan mature, by cool Experience wrought. 

The piercing beam of clear difcerning Thought j 
Defires by Judgment's guiding didlate fway'd. 
And pure from Paffion's mifts th' exploring head : 150 
Thus ftrong to break the headlong torrent's force, 
Glide the fmooth bark as Wifdom points Jier gpurfc ; 
Till born afar where never tempeft blows. 
The Wanderer reft in long and deep repofc, 

But hark ! what founds along the murmuring gale 155 
Soothe the rapt ear from fome fequcftcr'd dale I 

1 fearch their fource, and half to fight difplay'd, i 
Mark the broad ftream that lines the glimoiering (hade 
With curious eye I glance the profpedt o er. 

Nor pleafed with tranlient objects, pant for more : i6o 
And lo ! the river rolling ^o the main. 
Winds its flow courfe along th' extended plain j 
Seen from the gloom of yonder mofly feat *, 

* A little fequcftered arbor reared cmincn^ics covered on all fides with 

QP the bank of the river, and over- wood ; and the winding of a rivef 

iliaded with birch, limes, &c. from which is (kirted by a beautiful little^ 

which the eye commands a magni- village, and by the gentleman's (eat, 

fifent profpe6i of the contiguoqs who is proprietor pf the whole. 

That 
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That verging o'er it forms a deep retreat ! 

No. artful fhades here hold th' admiring gaze^ 165 

Nor flower-clad bank, nor wild's bewildering maze ^ 

No garden floating wafts divine perfume, 

Nor glows the nedar'd fruit's enlivening bloom : 

But on yon beetling cliff with clouds o'ercaft. 

Roams the lone Genius of the cheerlefs wafte, 17Q 

Sublime of thought ; and from the airy brow 

Eyes the dim forms that (hade the fields below -, 

The elm, firft tinged with morn's refplendent flame 

(Thus foars proud Hope to qatch the rays of Fame) 

The flexile willow, like experienced age 17 j 

Not torn though yielding to the tempeft's ragej 

The oak deep-rooted in the fl:rengthening foil. 

Like Patience fix'd mid' peril, \war and toil j 

The Jjumblq (hrub by nature taught to bow, 

jScreen'd in the ftorm that lays the mighty low : 189 

AH thefe he marks j — then mufing on the tomb, 

That houfe of filencc, fe?ks th* involving gloom, 

O roiind the bower, ye warblers of the grove. 
Pour the wild notes that melt the foul to love ! 
Shrill from the echoing wood's remotcft bound, 185 
The thrufh rejoicing breathe the chearful found : 
The linnet warbling o'er the purple hearfi, 
fppply the melting flute's melodious breath j 

a Wid? 
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Wide o'er the fotindliig ftrcain by zephirs born 

The black-birds mufic feock th' inipirihg horri : 196 

Or grant, meek Power, when glimmering on tUt >?icw, 

The pale ray lingers on fhc quivering devs^ ; 

Rbird o'er the middle waffe, or echoing dale. 

To hear the plover's long fefoundirig wail ! 

How bldft, who led by Solit'a3e, repair, 195 

To dells remote, and breathe a purer air ! 
Who tired in noiiy life's perplexing chafe, 
Reff from its tumult in the vale of peace I 
'Tis their's to feel (what trcafures ne'er inijikrt,) 
Th' ingenuous wiffi tfiat warms thfe feeling heart j ibo 
Their's, near fome darkening cliff, or haunted fircaQ)^ 
To melt intranced iti Thoughts luxurious dreani : 
Or when fomeNartgel from the climes of Ittvfc 
Defcending, hovers o'er the confcious groVe ; 
Tis their's, v^hen heavenly anthems hymh'id around, 205 
On air wide floating fwells the maz/ found ; 
Soul meeting foul (the earthly mound o'erthrown,) 
To join the throng that Watch th' eternal thWne ! 

Rapt from th* imboweringfhafle'^and v^airt)iihg^hrbftg, 
New fcencs inviting claim the varying ^ti^* 310 

Yon gardens (hdterM in the circling bound. 
Where limes and hawthorn fence th' inclofure round.; 

Yon 
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Yon fidd, whcr^taugjit in twining folds to roll. 
The tall hops creep along the taperbg pole : 
The fprpading pines in filver foliage clad -, 215 

Th' efp^iers reared to form a cooling (hade. 
The vifloed pprch» and ^ding on the Qght, 
Seeq dim, the ruin'd, tQwer's portentous height * : 
Each claims the firai^ :— -but glancing o'er the whol^ 
The Muie im^tuous, ha(les tp reafh^the goal. zzo 

As thoughtful o*er C9fk beaptqQU9. fi^ne I rove 
The wild tieyifildariqg lurc^^mc; frpni the grove; 
^^d Ciqi:ibfi.fyvm\^ hills i;^.£bmbs o'eigrowqs 
The i^^^»s!^ wj^^ le^d t^ Wandiarq: on* 
Now breathing apth?r oqthe n^Qunt^'s hi:ow^ 225 

Now plufigcd 4?^*P[^^Qg ^ the vale below > 
Luzuripus fccnes with .Nat^r^'s bounty fraught 
Tl^t boafl: nQ mark QJF Art's ch^itifing draught. 
But fhooting wiJl^, an4,()eyji9us as they fpread. 
The whole loofe foreft ,\v;f XiO|; o^er his hca4> 239 

Delightful maze I . hp, ices the woods extend 
Farash^ro^^i qprmaj^ks, nor.bopes thek end. 

Where dowi^ the ropgb^ropkr^esjis the. tinkling {ill; 

* An old roinoas edifice placed near the entrance of the fcene here 

•The 
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The woodland throng, as varying thoughts prevail, i\^ 
Bathed in the ftrcam, or fwimming down the vale I 
There grant to hear in depth of woods cilibraced, 
Each lingering Ibiind that wails along the wafte ! 
Or near fome haunted oak, forlorn and bare, 
Where glide pale Druids on the murky air \ 240 

Slow down the pealing cliff remote and drear, 
The ghofts light flitting plain on Fancy*s eaf 1 

Hence bom fublime o'er ages long decay*d^ 
The muf? afpiring fails th' incumbent fhade: 
Sees, long ere tamed by Thought, by Taftc refined, 445 
Strong Reafon's force had curb'd th" untutot'd mind j 
Long ere Aftrasa fpread her golden reign. 
And taught to rule the earth, or roam the main. 
One (hapelefs wild o'er each broad region fliown j 
One boundlefs defart ftrctch'd from zone to 2ofic. 250 
Then, where Augufta, thy exalted brow 
Overlooks the lawns, and fwelling deeps below. 
Screened by the wafte of woods, that wrapt the day^ 
Lay flumbering Art, and dreamed the years away. 
Nor yet bold Induftry, though verfed in pain, 255 
Or ploughed- the glebe, or ftrow'd the liberal grain $ 
A woodland Power, rouzed with the early morn. 
He launched the dart, or blew the echoing, hom $ 

•With 
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With rankling heart purfued the murtherous trade 5 
And nian the favage^ as be call'di obey'd* 260 



• Nor Fancy lefs, young Nature's darh'ng child. 
In filence wondering, gazed the tracklefs wild : 
Not then the folemn pile, the trembling Ipire, 
The grott's cool (hade, the cultured fields infpirc : 
The cloud, the whirlwind her majeftic theme, 265 
The dim rock tottering o er the turbid ftream. 
The wood's deep gloom, the melancholy vale 
Or cave long-echoing heard her midnight wail ; 
Tales ever mournful taught her voice to flow ; 
Still plain*d the lute, yet pour'd melodious woe *. 270 



• The troth of the remark made 
in the Poem that, in the uncaltivated 
periods of fodety. Imagination is 
mach more apt to take in a mourn- 
ful than z chearful train of ideas, 
muft be obvious to every perfon who 
coniiders either the obje£^ that pre- 
fent themfelves to be contemplated 
in fuch a ftate, or that fhrain of com- 
pofition vihiA appears to have pre- 
vailed in it. With regard to the 
fbnner, we may obferve that where- 
tver the mind hath a native propen- 
iity to dwell upon great and exalted 
objedby it is likewife ready to con- 
template principally the dark fide 
of human life/ even when an a^Tem- 
t^Iage of the moil chearful ideas 



might be fuppofed to make its 
thoughts run in a more agreeable 
channeL The works of Nature be- 
held in their naked iimplicity, tend 
naturally to excite both thefe fenfa- 
tions in a mind endowed with an 
extenfive imagination: the former 
ariiing from their rude magnificence, 
the latterifrom that gloomy idea of 
Solitude whkh we invariably a/Ib- 
ciate with the other. — ^As to the 
ftrain of compodtion which ob- 
tained at this period, the works of 
Offian (to mention no others) afford 
fufficient fpecimens of the manner, 
in which the works of nature have 
been contemplated by a great ge- 
nius in the carliell iiatc of fociety. 

Thus 
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Thus roU'd the years, till with her radiant traid 
Aftrsa lighting, eyed the wade domain : 
On Thames' fmiooth bank (he flood, and from the bow^rr 
Where Art lay flumbering, waked th* informing power; 
« Go, (thus ihc fpoke) recal yon Wanderers hoaie : 27^ 
^' Go rear the garden, and exalt the dome. 
** Seen from yon hill the chequered landfcape glow^^ 
" Gay me^ds and villas glad th' cxpanfe below; 
^' An Indian fun the fhelter'd groves illume, 
^^ The galie breathe fragrance, and the garden bloom} 
^' Yon mount, the pile and fwelling arch adorn; 281 
•* Yon plain, the copious herbs and waving com : 
** Go, — on the bafe indulgent Nature yields, 
^^ Extend dark woods, and cultivated fields : 
*^ Streams, Villas, Shades in beauteous range eombme', 
** And fcencs dill varying wake th' in^iring nine. a86 

Shjs fpoke ; and far along the waile cqnv^U 
To man the Powers fupplied unceafing aid, 
Caird from the cavern's depth th' unlettered kind.i 
Taught milder arts, and humanized the mind* 2^ 
If hen too bold Induflry the chafe gave o'er«, 
By nobler works allured, and gender lore : 
Smiled the bleak wafle obfequious as he came,. 
Prone dropt the woods, theit wondering fons grew tamcv 

The 
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The City rofc : — and now with tranfport moved, 295 
Rejoicing Nature gazed, admired, and k)ved. ' " 
Then fwelFd the fcenes that boaft immortal ftnuri^' 
Proud Hampton's towers *, and Richmond"^ iaeryplafns j 
Or Windfor's (hades, where fports the tuneful throng, 
Shades loved of Thought, and ftrcams renowned in fong. 
Bach lyre was* ftrung as prompting Genius fired j 301 
While Cowper'S- bowers, and Grongar's dales iufpired-f* : 
Still o*er thy groves fair Kenfington, appearsr 
Near Albion> haunt, pale Kenna bathed in tears J; 
Recklefs of Oberon*s wrath, the penfive fair 30^ 

Eyes the wan flower that blows in chilling air ; 
Hangs oer the tremulous leaf, and gives to rear 
Its head the firft, and lead the fmiling year. 



, • SbettU R^adn^ of a certain eafi wfll obferve, that th« mind it par- 

obfcrve here/ ^h^t tfcer^ u an im* ticularly prepared for haying Rrftifli 

propriety in the Author's having fcenes prefented to it, as Art 19 

dcfcribcd the world in general as a found flumhcring on the bank of 

^f(arty whca hf f ^rs coa ^hi^ part tbe Thames, and in the ^t whefB 

of his fubjca, 1 2|3, &c. yet when London now flands, 
he comes to take aotke of fubfe- 

quent improvement^ he mentions t $ee the heaatiful deftriptivt 

thofe only that have been made up- Poem with that title,^ in Dodliey'i 

on Great-Briuin ; the Author would CoUeflien. 
reply, thi^t he avoided extending 

the defcription in this place, as it t See Tickel's Fairy Tale, enti- 

ivottld liivci nin thd^ Poem to too tied Kenfington Garde»» in D^i fl e y ^ 

great length ; and the candid Reader CoIIedlion. 

Vol. II. T WRouaHT, 
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Wkought, as the Powers their various work purfuc, 
Where er I look new wonders charm the view. 310 
,But chief the Mufe thofc blifsful fcencs tranfport, . 
Where warm'd with love, th' infpiring nine refort. 
Ofc as her eye o*cr beauteous Hagley ftrays. 
She marks them fporting in harmonious maze, 
Still pleafed to trace by juft degrees refined 315 

In each fome grace that paints the mafter's mind : 

Nor lefs, (though Pity, Love, and tear« unite,) 
Thy villa, Shenftone, holds her wandering fight. 
O loved of Heav'n ! by forming Nature wrought . 
To mark her dawn of pure and fimple thought 1 320 
Happy, whofe heart its warmcft wifli could tell. 
And blqll, whofe numbers paint that heart fo welL 
Though fled to climes of harmony and love. 
Yet fwims thy (hade o'er ycfn aereal grove j» 
With Thomfon, fkill'd to fwe 1 1 melodious found; 325 
Borne on the gale that fans the bowers around. 
Yon fylvan dome thou feek'ft, yon ivied wall 1 
Or near the 'lone and dying water-fall 
Tuneft the foft lute ; while each inchanting lay 
Floats o*er the ftreara, and trembling melts away. 330 

Laft, Caledonia, thy deferted plain 
Felt the young Powers, and blefs'd their opening reign. 

Then 
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len rdc, (ere (miling p*er the happy land 

ir Peace triomphant rear'd her olive wand :) 

igh o'er the hanging di^bchdd afar 335 

le gothic porcb^ and domes anncuncing war. 

ence on the dizzy rock's (lupendous bro.v. 

lina's thundering towers repell'd the foe : 

ly Fortha too beheld with confdous pride 

\k aicending p3es that edged his glofl)- tide : 34.0 

er Clyde majedic rofe the folemn fane > 

cr Tay, rough mounds that chcck'd the barbarous 

Dane; 
tch diftant (beam th* enlivening Powers explore, 
id fpires high-towering lined her utmoft Ihore. 

Thus while her Ions untamed, (her fields yet bare,) 

^ar all their trade, and conqueft all their care ; 346 

ich nobler virtue deem'd that a(ks acclaim, 

ich good comprifed in courage, ftrength, and fame. 

It when fair Science, thy refulgent ray 

irH the black gloom, and roU'd the clouds away ; 350 

hen bloom*d the wafte in heav'n's prolific beam, 

hen danced the Naiad on the filver dream ; 

hen varying fcenes their vivid hiies unfold, 

awns bright in lucid green, or fpangling gold 5 

lad hamlets graced with flowery fkirts appear, 35^ 

nd Peres liberal crown'd the laughing year. 

T 2 Thus 



276 P A I|L A D I S £• 

Thu8» fair Britannia each indulgent (hade^ 
Each waving grove with kindling joy furvey'd. 
Nor ceafed the Powers ; — but where yon lengthening 

wade 
(An age o*erlook'd s) no rich indofure graced ; 36a 
Even there, while Art with judging Tafte combined 
Formed the fair draught in G— *s inventive mind» 
ti^er plains remote, now kindling on the view j 
On 's fmooth bank, an Eden bloomed anew. 



AN. 
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MONARCH of the gloomy wafte. 
Where wfldly roars Ihe ydling bltft^ 
From the drear* ftnd hollow cove, 
Where Kilda hears the howling wwe. 
Whence, as ftrong tempeils (hake the dome^ g 

Fear deems the (hrieking ghoft ID roam : 
And on the earth that faeaiRes beneath^ 
His white hair gleaming o*er tbe heathy 
Far wailing on the fea-beat (hore. 
Stands the dim Wizzard pale and hoar! lo 

There muttering, poors his magic flrain 
0*er. the land, and o*er the main ; 
And calls the fwdling blafts around, 
(The blad obeys the folemn ibund) 
To whelm fome deatI>devoted foe, i j; 

Hung on the (kied wave's mifty brow, * 
Where never heart-ftruck Widow*« lore. 
Nor Orphan's wail (hall wake them moPC 1 

T 3 Comb J 
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Come ; — but not with thundering car. 
Nor trumpet hoarfe announcing war; 
But breathe fuch mufic mild and clear, 
As won young Eve's delighted ear ; 
What time on Taurus' glimmering brow, 
While Infant Nature fmiled below, 
Thy firft cool breath of temperate aif, 
Flutter'd her locks of dewy hair : 
Hence, when along fome lengthening bay. 
Gleams the broad fun*s departing ray ; 
Afar, in bowers remote and ftill. 
She lingers on the breezy hill ; 
Then as the browner (hades prevail, 
Gives her loofe plumage to the gale : 
Slow-floating, as the Zephirs bear 
Her pall, that melts on purple air. 
While mift ligbt-fwimming veils the fkies. 
Bathes in the liquid cloud, and dies. 

Nor whifj erlng thus, alone impart 
What ftills the rouzcd and throbbing heart; 
But when intranced, to worids on high. 
Pale Thought directs his trembling eye 5 
When feen dinvglidihg on the beam. 
He marks the vifion's meteor gleam ; 

Al 
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Ah ! then thy gentlcft powers infpire, 
To wake the wild yEolianlyrc ! . I 

And while along the quivering firings ^ -' 

Flit their light hands and trembling wings, 
♦ O breathe fuch notes remote and low 1 
O pour fuch wail of Iblemn woe I 
As prompts the flow foul-thrilling fighi. 
As deals the dew from Pity's eye. * -. / 1 

Or in Affliction's darkcft hour, . . » 

When baleful ftars exert their power ; . ^ 

When o'er the wretch, with eager hand 
Keen Fury (hakes the fiery brand ; 
Wake then the found, whofe magic art 
Melts the dire Fiend's remorielefs heart -, ^ 

And hangs, an image fix*d on air, 
With hand out-flretch'd, and flaming hair ! 

Such, when thy milder race prevail. 
Breathe melting notes along the galie« 
But when in all thy terrors clad. 
Wild on the deep hill's darkening head ' 

Thou ftandeft 5 and round thy gloomy train, 
Yelling to the (hrinking main : 
When the Dragon North in hafte. 
Howling, ruflies to the wafte ;-tf- 

T 4 Be 
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Be mine fomc tempcft-beaten towtx^ 
Bared to the rude wind's angry roar, 
The mark of many a blaft, that bears 
Unmoved the^ihock of jarring fpbcres : 
There bid thy mightier fons repair. 
With wings that (hade the boundlefe air 4 
Then headlong rvidiiftg <down (be Hecp^ 
Heave from its bafe the trotiblbd tktf) i 
Or from the groaning forefl^ (wdj 
0*er the long wade tfans diftant ydl^ 
That mid' the doubling ifles^ ^ar 
Low-murmuring pours tbe Ipezl of irar. 

Oft' let meltearthe hollow ti^ixl^ 
Along the glimmering wail 'coavfey^cl'; 
Or voice that rails the naoucner iKocme^ 
Low-welling from the haunted dome ! 
What time rude Urind^ m driving r^ 
Shake fome fcath'dq^nk or flritter'd |>ane. 
But chief, when Night ikivblving «il, 
O'er Nature fpredds fter rtvch "paH.; 
.When flies,, dbofeyfirittet'd to thcgale^ 
Her matron robe, and fainted Teil 5 
When thundering on the ileady mound. 
The ftrong blaft beats, 4ind lumh JirDund ; 



Ogive 
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O give the circling down to dofe 
The form (Iretch'd foft in (liU rcpo(c ! 
And as tRe tremulous coach benealh> 
Stirr'd, as with Zephir's quivering breath. 
Feels mid' the war of it^ful powers. 
The ftorm that rocks the ntxiding to«vcr$ :-«» 
O waft me then to climes of love. 
As magic Fttcy paints the ^ve! 
To plains which gender iuns illume^ 
Where Summer breithes eferaal blodm : 
Thus mid' the roar of t€»^>efts bkA, 
Infpire new dreams, and dec|)er reft I 

O ! by the cliflF remote and hoar, 
Eyed on lone Flannan*s fainted ibore * ! 
Whence on thy wings^ along the main 
The Curlew breathes his folemn ftrain ; 
By the fpirits deem'd to wail 
In death-like founds, when o'er the vale 
Howling on the trembling car. 
Thy voice proclaims the tempefl: mar ; 

* The ides of Flannan are among rocks. For a particular iceoant of 

the mod remote and Utacultivated thectrettiMies'Obftlved ^potk Ail 

of the Hebrides. The inhabitants otcafion, in thofe defert ifle«» wUdl* 

of the neighbouring iflands impair fuperfHtion appears to have con(e>' 

to thefe at a particular feafon of the trate^> Ae reader may c^iiik Mu^ 

year, for the eggs of thofe fea fowls tin's. Account of the WeHem Ifles. 
whicli breed in multitudes upon the 

By 



r 
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By the mountain-fliading pile. 
By the rocks on Rona's iflc -f- ; 
By the harp, whofc dying moan 
Lifts the rapt foul to worlds unknown ; 
Or thundering voice that rends the ikies j 
Power fublrme, arife I arife ! 

♦ '♦ ♦« m ♦ lit utt ^ * * m 
« ««4( ♦ ^ * m * * at ^ik 

Hark ! He comes l^— that rattling (hower, 
That peal befpeaks th' approaching Power, 
Rouzed in his dank and founding cave. 
Yon loofe ifle tottering, feels him heave ! 
He burfts ! — I fee him dark and bare, 
Lowering on the v^aftc of air ! 
Around, his giant-ofFspring ftands. 
Shaking each a hundred hands : 
Boreas there, aloft difplay'd. 
Rears Medufa's Gorgon head ; 
And by the icy locks upheld. 
Whirls as he comes the withering fhicld. 
Black clouds before, in loofe array 
Wide fpreading, point his rapid way j 
Where roaring, from the freezing zone, 
He drives the lagging tempeil on« 

t Another of thr Wcftcrn Ifles. 

a Nor 
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Nor Auftcr lefs with fury driven 
Eflays to bloat the eye of heaven. 
I fee his form infpiring dread, 
Dire on the vaft of aether fpread; 
Th' Atlantic's wafte refounding far. 
Swells his deep blafl: that calls to war. 
From climes that burning Phoebus loves 3 
From bubbling fprings and lurid groves ; 
From lakes that breathe a blading fteam^ 
From fens of blue and livid gleam^ 
Slow doubling o'er the dufky ikies. 
He bids the dire Tornado rife. 
High on the column's blazing (pirc 
Sublime he rides with wings of fire 3 
And wielding ftern the forky brand. 
Hangs lowering o'er ibme guilty land# 

Keen Eurus from his fea-green bed^ 
His plumes with blighdng dews o'erlaid. 
Near, from his rank and venom'd (lore. 
Scatters blue plagues, and mildews hoar. 



Last in the mighty concourfe (lands 
The Power that fweeps o'er burning fands ; 



Whofe 
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Whofc hands from young Aurora tear 
The crinifon pall, and faffron hair« 
Raifed on the pillar'd cloud he foars, 
That whelms dry Afric s defart (horcs 5 
Half thro' the eddying <kift beheld 
His blazing helm, and fiery fhteld : 
Before, his far-f^viead btnher flies. 
Its kngth illuinod with (paxiglsng c^s ; 
While kindling to its uliliofl: bounds 
The wide hori^n flaincs icound. 

Behind, his yoi^Bger race Jppe8r$ 
The gale that bends the gcddoa eikr ; 
The train that v/zfticom every flower 
Its balm, to Florals fotfy bowor^ 
I fee their wings of every faw; 
Clear as the pure ind !fpangliag dew f 
Their films of loofcly-flowing hair. 
Their forms of tftoe axKl Hquid air. 
Their little limbfc of ioftcSt mould. 
Their azure pluijiage thowcr'd with gold ; 
pach like his favounte flower array 'd. 
And breathing fragrance from the bed. 

D AR K-fro^vning o*er the- fpreaduig quire 
Sfa«ds, Atlas like^ their thundering Sire j 



And 
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And from his feat exulting, eyes 

The tracklefs wafte of (eaB md flcies. 

In (hades deep plunged^ whofe glimmering^ 11^ 

Gives half his gloomy form to fight. 

Dim as his rolling eye-balls glare, 

^e fcatters whirlwinds through the air : 

Clouds his mighty limbs inveft ; 

And as he rears his duiky creft, 

His plumage glancing thro* the night. 

Quivers with pale and livid light ! 

Thus wildly whirls his devious wing. 
Till Phcfibus wakes the joyous Spring 5 
Then yielding to his ftrong controuU 
Muttering he feeks the frozen pole : 
But leaves his milder race, that fteal 
O'er the fmooth flream, or lilied vale. 
So when with rage and fury blind. 
Strong Paflion fways the darkned mind ; 
Amid' its whirl, to madnefs wrought, . 
Calm Peace fubfides, and guiding Thought 
But when the fcattering (hades decay. 
Broke by cool Reaibn's temperate ray ; 
Slow as the night of Paflion fails, 
A clear and placid dawn prevails : 

Where 
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Where tempcfts tore the burflibg fail. 
Now breathes alone the gentler gale. 
That tamed to Judgment's fteady lore. 
Swells the full iheet^ but points the (hore. 



The End of the Second Volume, 
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